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Project Number: RMC 645951001 Sheet ______ 
County: Jasper Control: 6459-51-001 
Highway: FM 253, Etc. 

General Notes Sheet A

GENERAL NOTES: 

General:  

Contractor questions on this project are to be emailed to the following individuals: 

Name    Jim Grissom, P.E. 
Name   Jim.Grissom@TxDOT.gov 

Name    Bryce Broussard, P.E. 
Name   Bryce.Broussard@TxDOT.gov 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All Contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. 

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

Attend a pre-construction meeting in the office of the Jasper Area Engineer located at 3304 US 
Hwy 190 West. 

Perform all work in compliance with the latest edition of the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices “(TMUTCD)”, “Traffic Control Standard Sheets” and the “Engineering Design 
Sheets” on these plans.  Any variation must be approved. 

Assume ownership for all designated waste material and dispose of it at a place off the right of 
way, as approved.   

Verify material quantities prior to ordering. 

Give the Engineer seven days’ notice of the date and time work is to commence on this project. 

Item 5: Control of Work 

Assume full responsibility for the preservation of all sod, shrubbery, and trees at the site during 
construction.  Replace all Contractor damaged sod or shrubbery at the Contractor’s own expense. 

The Sabine River and Northern Railroad right of way is located within this project.  Take 
necessary precautions to ensure that no debris or material is dropped on the Railroad’s tracks. 
The State and/or its’ Contractor will coordinate work with Railroad 7 days prior to beginning any 
work within their right of way.  Contact Ron Smith with SRN Railroad at (409) 920-2380 during 
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normal business hours (8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Central time, Monday thru Friday, except 
holidays) 

Schedule work so that all travel lanes are open by the end of each defined working day, except 
where complete road closures are present. 

BNSF, KCS, SRN, TR, AND UPRR. 

Protection of Fiber Optic Cable Systems: 

Fiber optic cable systems may be buried on the railroad’s property. Protection of the fiber optic 
cable systems is of extreme importance since any break could disrupt service to users resulting in 
business interruption and loss of revenue and profits. The State and/or its Contractor will (five 
working days before any work is performed) telephone the railroad during normal business hours 
(7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M., Central time,  

Monday through Friday, except holidays) at 1-800-336-9193 (also a 24-hour, seven-day number 
for emergency calls) to determine if fiber optic cable or other type of cable is buried in the 
general location where the work is to be performed. If it is, the State and/or its Contractor will 
telephone the telecommunications company(ies) involved, arrange for a cable locator and make 
arrangements for relocation or other protection of the fiber optic cable before beginning any 
work on the railroad’s premises. 

The SRN Railroad right of way is located within this project. Take necessary precautions to 
ensure that no debris or material is dropped on the railroad’s tracks. 

Item 7: Legal Relations and Responsibilities 

April 2011 Maintenance program environmental assessment covers this project.  Maintain a neat 
and clean worksite and do not allow any debris to fall into the storm sewer inlets. 

Comply with all ordinances and regulations of local municipal and county governments and the 
TCEQ (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality), which may be applicable on this project. 

The total area disturbed for this project is less than 1 acre. The disturbed area in this project, all 
project locations in the Contract, and the Contractor project specific locations (PSLs), within 1 
mile of the project limits, will further establish the authorization requirements for storm water 
discharges. When the total area disturbed in the Contract and PSLs within 1 mile of the project 
limits exceeds 5 acres, provide a copy of the Contractor NOI for PSLs on the ROW to the 
Engineer (and to the appropriate MS4 operator or operators when within the boundaries of an 
MS4 permitted area). 

Direct attention to ordinances and regulations of local municipal and county governments and 
the TCEQ (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality), which may be applicable on this 
project. 
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In addition to providing an emergency contact phone number and a Contractor’s Responsible 
Person, who is fluent in English, have an employee available to respond on the project for 
emergencies and for taking corrective measures within 30 minutes of notification. 

Do not park employee vehicles within the right of way at any time including any section closed 
to public traffic unless the vehicle is being utilized for construction procedures.  Employees may 
park on the right of way at sites where the Contractor has an office, equipment, and materials 
storage yard. 

Place all equipment and vehicles not in operation and materials not being used a minimum of 30 
feet from the travel way, unless protected behind positive barrier. 

Procure all the necessary city and county permits and licenses. 

Item 8: Prosecution and Progress  

Compute and charge working days in accordance with Section 8.3.1.4: “Standard Work Week”. 

Notify the Engineer at least 24 hours in advance of beginning any work if work will not be 
performed the engineer or their representative must be notified by 8:15 of that day. 

Schedule work so that all travel lanes are open during non-working hours, nights, and weekends, 
unless otherwise approved. 

Do not plan work when impending harsh weather or low temperatures may impair the quality of 
work. 

Adjoining projects may be in progress during the construction of a portion of this project.  Plan 
and prosecute the sequence of construction and the traffic control plan with adjacent construction 
projects, if applicable. Manage construction of all phases to minimize disruption to traffic. 

Provide a sequence of work and a project schedule to the Engineer at the preconstruction 
meeting.  By noon of each Wednesday, provide the Engineer a written outline of the proposed 
work schedule for the following week.  This outline will also list the times and places for any 
proposed traffic control changes. 

Work may be performed on Saturday, when requested in writing 48 hours in advance and 
approved. 

HURRICANE 

In the event of the declaration of a hurricane watch, warning, other severe weather warning or 
national or state emergency that requires the roadways in the vicinity to be used as evacuation 
routes, cease all work that requires the Contractor’s, sub-contractors’ or material suppliers’ 
vehicles to enter the stream of traffic on these primary or secondary evacuation routes.  This 
work includes material hauling and delivery, and mobilization or demobilization of equipment. 

Item 100: Preparing Right of Way 

When bridge demolition, tree trimming or tree/brush removal is required from February to 
September 30, the Contractor will provide a qualified biologist with a bachelor’s degree in 
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biology and demonstrated bird nest survey experience to conduct surveys before work can begin 
and until vegetation work in completed to ensure compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA).  See EPIC sheet for details. 

Chipping and disposal on right of way of smaller debris will be allowed.  Depth of the chipped 
material will not exceed 2 inches.  Direct discharge of chipped material towards the right of way 
line in non-residential areas only.  Chipping will not be allowed in front of residences. 
Heavy equipment rutting will be graded to the existing terrain profile.  Consider this work to be 
subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 

The Contractor’s attention is directed to potential regulations against burning within the project 
limits.  Abide by all local ordinances and county imposed burn bans.  When burning is 
prohibited, dispose of material in accordance with regulations set forth by other regulatory 
agencies including the Texas Commission for Environmental Quality.  The cost of burning 
disposal of any product is subsidiary to various bid items.  During burn bans obtain written 
approval from the Commissioners Court before burning brush. 

Do not burn trash, debris, etc. within the city limits. 

Item 132: Embankment 

Compaction method specified as Density control compaction in areas that will be covered with 
pavement.  All other areas will be ordinary compaction. 

It is the Contractor’s responsibility to advise the Engineer of the location of the material source 
enough in advance to avoid delay due to testing requirements. 

Embankment used for density control will be type A cement stabilized.  Type B embankment 
will be allowed at all other locations. 

Item 168: Vegetative Watering  

Equip water trucks with sprinkler systems capable of covering the entire area to be seeded from 
the roadway. 

Water all newly place seeded areas the same day of installation.  Thereafter, maintain the seeded 
areas in a well-watered condition and at no time allow the areas to dry to the point that water 
stress is evident. 

Mechanical watering may not be required during periods of adequate moisture as determined by 
the Engineer. 

Furnish an apply water at a rate of 6.788 Mega gallons per acre per cycle or as directed on the 
plans. 

Comply with stabilization requirements for 70% grass coverage: uniform vegetative coverage is 
required.  During the period, meter and operate water equipment under pumping pressure 
capable of delivering the required quantities of water necessary.  For Permanent seeding each 
cycle will be executed for 12 weeks, unless directed otherwise. 
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Provide a logbook showing daily water usage and receipts of water applied, in addition to 
metering the water equipment. 

Item 341: Dense Graded Hot Mix Asphalt (Exempt) 

Prepare Mix Designs using the Superpave Gyratory compactor. 

Pavement cut replacement for culvert repairs will consists of 8” of “D-GR HMA TY-C PG76-
22” to be place immediately after culverts and bedding material installation is completed.  Place 
new asphalt flush with existing pavement edges. 

Place Tack Coat satisfying Item 3076 requirements in repair locations at a rate of 0.065 gal/sy 
prior to placing HMA.  Place tack coat on vertical edges around perimeter of the proposed repair. 

Unless otherwise directed, place new HMA with maximum 4” lifts. 

Seal the perimeter of the repair areas with hot poured rubber in accordance with item 712.  
Consider this work to be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 

Item 402: Trench Excavation Protection  

The Contractor will be responsible for the complete design, fabrication, and removal of all trench 
protective devices.  Submit design calculations and detail sheets sealed by a licensed professional 
Engineer for all protective devices at least 2 weeks before beginning work for approval.  Do not 
begin work until the Engineer has approved design. 

Item 462: Concrete Box Culverts and Drains  

The Contractor will use precast box culverts for the FM 253 location. 

Item 464: Reinforced Concrete Pipe  

The Contractor will use Class III reinforced concrete pipe when placing new pipe.  Reuse of 
existing RCP will be allowed only after passing inspection by the Engineer.  Inspection of 
existing RCP will be based on AASHTO R73 guidelines for acceptable reuse of pipe. 

Item 466: Headwalls and Wingwall  

Do not use precast headwalls or wingwalls for this project. 

Item 502: Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling    

Remove all traffic control devices from the roadway, and out of the right of way, when they are 
not in use.  Devices scheduled to be used within 3 days may be placed along the shoulder of the 
roadway or right of way when not in use or stored in other approved areas on the project.  Cover 
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any construction signs that are not in effect and are installed in a fashion that will not allow them 
to be removed from the right of way easily.  

Do not place construction signs in conflict with existing signs. If placement of construction signs 
for Contract blocks existing signs, adjust with confirmation from the Engineer. 

Construct all work zone signs, sign supports, and barricades from material other than wood 
unless approved.  Galvanize steel supports if used.  Aluminum signs, if used, shall meet the 
following minimum thickness requirements: 

 Square Feet Minimum Thickness 

 Less than 7.5 0.080 inches 
7.5 to 15 0.100 inches 
Greater than 15 0.125 inches 

Provide a pilot car where two-way traffic is restricted to one lane during work hours when direct 
line of sight is impaired from one end of the work zone to the other or when required by the 
Engineer.  Equip pilot car with a portable mounted sign type G20-4 with two revolving or 
blinking type lights.  Consider this work subsidiary to the pertinent bid Items. 

Plan sequence of work to minimize inconvenience to traveling public. 

Work zone enhancements to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic Control Plan that could not 
be foreseen in the project planning and design stage will be paid for in accordance with Article 
9.7 “Payment for Extra Work and Force Account Method”.  These enhancements will be 
mutually agreed and based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the 
project.  The Engineer may choose to use existing bid Items if it does not slow the 
implementation of enhancement. 

Do not obstruct more than one traffic lane at any time. 

Restrict work to one side of the roadway at a time. 

Open all lanes during non-working hours. 

Provide radio communication between all flaggers and pilot cars for lane closures. 

Provide flaggers at each side road intersection and ensure they have communication with the 
flaggers controlling the movement of traffic on the highway.  

Use option “B” for TCP (1-2)-18 and TCP (2-2)-18. 

Trim tree limbs in conflict with project limit signing. This work is subsidiary to Item 100. 

Item 505: Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) 

Shadow Vehicles with TMA and high intensity, rotating, flashing, oscillating or strobe lights are 
required.  Use one TMA preceding every stationary work zone. 



Project Number: RMC 645951001 Sheet ______ 
County: Jasper Control: 6459-51-001
Highway: FM 253, Etc. 

General Notes Sheet G

Item 506: Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls  

It is not anticipated that any erosion, sedimentation, or environmental control devices will be 
needed on this project.  The SW3P for this project will consist of the use of any temporary 
erosion control measures deemed necessary and as specified under this Item.  This work will be 
paid for in accordance with Article 9.7., "Payment for Extra Work and Force Account Method.". 

Item 585: Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces 

Use Surface Test Type A to evaluate ride quality of travel lanes in accordance with Item 585, 
“Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces.” 
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RAILROAD SCOPE OF WORK
PROJECT SPECIFIC DETAILS
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I. WORK AT CROSSING LOCATIONS (AT GRADE, HIGHWAY OVERPASS, HIGHWAY 

UNDERPASS, PEDESTRIAN, OR CLOSED/ABANDONED)

This project is adjacent or parallel work, not within RR ROW:

DOT No.: 

Crossing Type: 

RR Company Operating Track at Crossing: 

RR Company Owning Track at Crossing: 

RR MP: 

RR Subdivision: 

City: 

County: 

CSJ at this Crossing: 

Scope of Work, including any TCP, to be performed by State Contractor:

Scope of Work to be performed by Railroad Company:

II. FLAGGING & INSPECTION

No. of Days of Railroad Flagging Expected:  

On this project, night or weekend flagging is:

Expected

Not Expected

Flagging services will be provided by:

Railroad Company: TxDOT will pay flagging invoices. Flagging Agreement with Railroad will be 
needed

Outside Party: Contractor will pay flagging invoices to be reimbursed by TxDOT

Contractor must incorporate flaggers into anticipated construction schedule. The Railroad 
requires a 30-day notice if their flaggers are to be utilized. If Contractor falls behind schedule due 
to their own negligence and is not ready for scheduled flaggers, any flagging charges will be paid 
by Contractor.

Contact Information for Flagging:

UPRR  UP.info@railpros.com
  Call Center 877-315-0513, Select #1 for flagging 

  UP.request@nrssinc.net
  Call Center 877-984-677

BNSF BNSFinfo@railprosfs.com
  Call Center 877-315-0513, Select #1 for flagging 

KCS KCS.info@railpros.com
  Call Center 877-315-0513, Select #1 for flagging 

  Bottom Line On-Track Safety Services
  bottomline076@aol.com, 903-767-7630

OTHERS: 

Contractor must incorporate Construction Inspection into anticipated construction schedule.

Not Required
Required. Contact Information for Construction Inspection:

III. CONSTRUCTION WORK TO BE PERFORMED BY THE RAILROAD

Required. Railroad Point of Contact: 

Not Required

Coordinate with TxDOT for any work to be performed by the Railroad Company. TxDOT must issue 
a work order for any work done by the Railroad Company prior to the work being performed.

IV. RAILROAD INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Contractor shall confirm the insurance requirements with the Railroad as the insurance limits 
are subject to change without notice.

Insurance policies and corresponding certificates of insurance must be issued by the contractor 
on behalf of the Railroad. Separate insurance policies and certificates are required when more 
than one Railroad Company is operating on the same right of way, or when several Railroad 
Companies are involved and operate on their own separate right of ways.

No direct compensation will be made to the Contractor for providing the insurance coverages 
shown below or any deductibles. These costs are incidental to the various bid items.

Escalated Limits

Type of Insurance Amount of Coverage (Minimum)

Workers Compensation $500,000 / $500,000 / $500,000

Commercial General Liability

Business Automobile

Railroad Protective Liability Limits

Not Required

Non - Bridge/Typical Maintenance Projects. 
Includes repairs to overpass/underpass and 
culvert structures

$2,000,000 / $6,000,000

Bridge Structure Projects. Includes new 
construction or replacement of overpass/
underpass structures

$5,000,000 / $10,000,000

Other: 

V. CONTRACTOR’S RIGHT OF ENTRY (CROE)

Not Required

Required: UPRR Maintenance Consent Letter. TxDOT to assist

Required: TxDOT to assist in obtaining the UPRR CROE

Required: Contractor to obtain

BNSF:  
https://bnsf.railpermitting.com

KCS 
https://jllrpg.360works.com/fmi/webd/rpo_web_kcs.fmp12

Other Railroads: 

To view previously approved CROE templates agreed upon between the State and Railroad, see: 
https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/railroad-highway-crossing/sample-right-of-entry-
agreements.html

Approved CROE templates are not to be modified by the Contractor.

Contractor shall not operate within Railroad Right of Way without an executed Construction & 
Maintenance Agreement between the State and the Railroad and an executed CROE between the 
Contractor and the Railroad if required on project.

VI. RAILROAD COORDINATION MEETING

A Railroad Coordination Meeting is required. See item 5, Article 8.1, of the Standard Specifications 
for Construction and Maintenance of Highways, Streets and Bridges Manual for more details.

VII. RAILROAD SAFETY ORIENTATION

A. Complete the Railroad’s course “Orientation for Contractor’s Safety,” and maintain registration 
prior to working on the Railroad’s property. This course is required to be completed annually by 
Contractor and Subcontractor personnel working on site.

UPRR, BNSF, KCS/TEXMEX will not accept on-track safety training certificates from other 
Railroads. Refer to each Railroad’s specific contractor right of entry for training information.

Know and follow the Contractor’s Right of Entry Agreement EXHIBIT D, MINIMUM SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS regarding clothing, personal protective equipment, and general safety requirements.

VIII. SUBCONTRACTORS

Contractor shall not subcontract work without written consent of TxDOT. Subcontractors are 
subject to the same insurance requirements as the Prime Contractor.

IX. EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION

In Case of Railroad Emergency

Call: 

Railroad Emergency Line at: 

Location: DOT 

RR Milepost: 

Subdivision: 

RRD Review Only

Initials: 

Date: 

Rail 
Division
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DIST COUNTY SHEET NO.

859446H

At grade

Sabine River & Northern (SRN) RR Company

SRN

0029.720

Buna

Jasper

6459-51-001

Remove & replace ditch crossing culvert adjacent to railroad track

Flagging

15

SRN
Ron Smith
Mechanical Superintendent
Cell: (409) 920-2380 Email: Ronald.Smith3@IPaper.com
Phone: (409) 746-2453 Fax: (409) 746-2897

$2,000,000 / $4,000,000

$2,000,000

SRN

Ron Smith

(409) 920-2380

859446H

0029.79
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