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Project Number: RMC 6471-07-001 

County: HOPKINS & FRANKLIN Control: 6471-07-001 

Highway: IH 30, ETC. 

General Notes  

GENERAL NOTES: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION – This project consists of performing tree trimming on various 

roads in Hopkins and Franklin Counties.  

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Sulphur Springs Area Office: 

Jesse Herrera, P.E. - Jesse.Herrera@txdot.gov 

Dustin Lyday, P.E. – Dustin.Lyday@txdot.gov 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. This webpage can be 

accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 

responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. 

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 

navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 

controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 

and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

TXDOT PROJECT SUPERVISOR - All work on this contract will be scheduled and directed 

by the following person(s). Payments will be made on a monthly basis for work completed and 

accepted according to specifications. All payment requests shall be directed to the same:  

Hopkins and Franklin Counties 

Josh Redar, Hopkins County Maintenance Supervisor 

1100 North Hillcrest Drive     

Sulphur Springs, TX 75482     

Phone: (903) 885-4031     

Fax: (903) 439-3622 

Shane Bolton, Franklin County Maintenance Supervisor 

104 East IH 30 

Mount Vernon, TX 75457     

Phone: (903) 537-4976     

CONTRACT PROSECUTION: Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own 

and as such, is separate from other contracts. A Contractor awarded multiple contracts, must be 

capable and sufficiently staffed to concurrently process any or all contracts at the same time. 
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The work performed, equipment used, and materials furnished for a complete project will be paid 

for directly as indicated elsewhere in the plans and specifications. Payment for complete work 

will be made upon accepted of the work by the department. 

ITEM 2: INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

Views plans on-line or download from the web at: 

http://www.txdot.gov/business/letting-bids/plans-online.html 

Order plans from any of the plan reproduction companies shown on the web at: 

http://www.txdot.gov/business/letting-bids/repro-companies.html 

ITEM 3: AWARD AND EXECUTION OF CONTRACT 

This contract includes non-site specific work locations.  Multiple work orders will be used to 

procure work of the type identified in the contract at locations not yet determined.  

ITEM 5: CONTROL OF THE WORK 

Upon completion of the work and before final acceptance and final payment is made, clear and 

remove from the site all surpluses and discarded materials and leave the entire project in a neat 

and slightly condition. 

Removal and replacement of signs, delineators or mailboxes damaged by the Contractor’s 

operations will be repaired or replaced by the Contractor at no expense to the Texas Department 

of Transportation.  

Prior to beginning operations, a conference between representatives of the state and the 

Contractor will be arranged by the state. In this meeting the Contractor will outline the sequence 

of work while providing for the safe passage of traffic at all times. Plans, specifications, unusual 

conditions and other pertinent items regarding the work will also be discussed.  

At least one day’s work will be guaranteed when the Contractor is called to work. 

When called to work the Contractor must respond within three working days. 

Supply an adequate size crew experienced in the type of work described within these 

specifications and capable of performing the work in a safe and timely manner. All vehicles will 

be equipped with flashing strobe lights and backup horns when applicable and/or as directed by 

the Engineer.  

ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

There are no significant traffic generator events identified. 
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ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

Time will be computed according to Item 8.3.1.5, Calendar Day. The number of days for this 

project shall be 365 calendar days or until funds are expended.  

No work will be permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or the day before and after a major holiday 

unless otherwise approved in writing by the Engineer. 

ITEM 500: MOBILIZATION 

Call out work orders may have multiple locations spanning multiple days. 

ITEM 502: BARRICADES, SIGNS AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

The Contractor’s personnel shall be dressed in approved safety attire while outside vehicles 

and/or while performing work on the highway right of way. For daytime and nighttime activity, 

flaggers shall wear high-visibility safety apparel that meets the Performance Class 2 or 3 

requirements of the ANSI/ISEA 107–2004 publication entitled “American National Standard for 

High-Visibility Apparel and Headwear”. 

The traffic control plan for this contract consists of the installation and maintenance of warning 

signs and other traffic control devices shown in the plans, specification data which may be 

included in the general notes, applicable provisions of the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices (TMUTCD), traffic control plan sheets included in the plans, standard BC 

sheets, compliant work zone traffic control device list, and Item 502 of the Standard 

Specifications. 

Do not begin Item 502, Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling, on the roadway until the work 

schedule is approved. 

At no time will equipment be parked on or within two feet of travel lane without proper lane 

closure set up and in place. 

Truck mounted crash attenuator shall be furnished per applicable Traffic Control Plan and will 

be paid under item 6185.  

Place and maintain traffic control devices in accordance with the traffic control plan any time 

operations are suspended. Remove all signs when their presence is unwarranted. 

ITEM 752: TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 

The quantities shown on the bid item sheet are for estimating only. The Engineer will determine 

the actual number of trees to be removed. 
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Complete at least ½ mile of tree trimming and brush removal per day. This work may be at 

multiple locations. 

Trimming shall be performed so as to leave a neat and uniform appearance. 

The equipment used to trim limbs and remove brush shall be approved by the maintenance 

supervisor.  A boom axe will not be allowed when trimming limbs.  The Contractor shall remove 

all existing limbs and small trees on the ground within the limits of brush removal. 

Tree diameters will be pre-measured and marked.  All payments will be made in accordance with 

these pre-measurements. 

Remove trees as designated.  After removal of designated trees, the Contractor may move out, 

and the remaining tree removal for this contract will be used on an as needed basis.  The 

Engineer will send the Contractor written notification requiring him to move in and begin tree 

removal each time there are a minimum of 10 trees to be removed.  After completion of the 

required tree removal the Contractor may again move out, and this procedure will continue for 

the duration of the contract. 

All limbs, brush, and tree trunks may be chipped and scattered (not piled) along the back slopes 

of the right-of-ways.  Chippings should be scattered in such a manner that proper drainage is 

maintained at cross drains, roadside ditches, channels, etc.  All chips are to be removed of and 

disposed of or scattered in the same day in which they are chipped.  The bid items for Tree 

Removal will not be paid until all chips are disposed of or scattered as required. 

Do not deposit wood chips in developed areas or in front of houses. 

Burning of brush will not be permitted within the limits of the highway right-of-way. 

Trees cut by the contractor will be removed from the safety clear zone of the roadway at the end 

of each workday.   No trees and/or logs will be left within the safety clear zone overnight. 

Remove trees that are already down in the right-of-way.  When right of entry can be obtained, 

remove trees that have fallen onto the right-of-way from private property.  If right of entry 

cannot be obtained, cut and measure trees that have fallen from private property at the right-of –

way line.  These trees will be paid for in the same manner as trees that are to be felled and 

removed. 

Stump grinding to twelve inches below natural ground line and/or removal will be required for 

all stumps measuring four inches and larger.  The bid item for tree removal will not be paid for 

until stump grinding has been fully completed.  If, in the opinion of the Engineer, stumps on 

back slope cannot be ground, tress shall be cut flush with surrounding ground line. 
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Complete all work on a roadway including stump grinding and removal of debris or chipping, 

before starting on another roadway, unless approved. 

The Contractor shall be responsible for locating all utilities prior to beginning any tree cutting. 

Any damages to utilities will be repaired at the Contractor’s expense. 

The Contractor will be required to furnish materials and make repairs to the existing roadway 

and right-of-way, including rutting, at any location damaged by the Contractor’s operations.  

This work shall be done in a manner satisfactory to the Engineer and will be considered 

subsidiary to various bid items.   If excessive soil and vegetation disturbance is caused, the areas 

will be reseeded at the Contractor’s expense. 
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