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GENERAL NOTES:  
  
General  Requirements and Covenants - Items 1 thru 9  
  
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s):  
  
Mike Stroope, P.E Director of Maintenance 
mike.stroope@txdot.gov 
Surafel Sintayehu, P.E Bridge Engineer 
surafel.sintayehu@txdot.gov 806-748-4332 
 
Contractor questions will be accepted through email to the above individuals. Questions may 
also be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. This webpage can be accessed from 
the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 
 
https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 
  
All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding responses that 
are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   
 
The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to navigate to 
the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the controls on the left. Hover 
over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for and click on the link in the window that 
pops up. 
 
Item 1 – Abbreviations and Definitions  
  
Contract Prosecution – Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own and as such, is separate 
from other contracts.  A contractor awarded multiple contracts must be capable and sufficiently staffed to 
concurrently process any and all contracts at the same time.  
  
Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders  
  
The construction time determination schedule will be posted on the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. 
 
View the plans on-line or download from the web at:  
  
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/business/plansonline/agreement.htm   
Choose “I Agree” then, “Click here”, then “State-Let-Construction”, pick the letting month, then  
“Plans” and then choose the plans set.  
  
Order plans from any of the plan reproduction companies shown on the web at:  

  
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/business/contractors_consultants/repro_companies.htm   
  
By signing this proposal, a bidder acknowledges that he/she has a copy of the “Standard  
Specifications for Construction of Highways, Streets and Bridges”, adopted by the Texas Department of 
Transportation, November 1, 2014. This specification book may be purchased from the Department or 
downloaded at:  
  
http://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/txdot-specifications.html  
 
Utilities  
  
Overhead and underground utility installations exist within the project limits. Contractor responsible for 
contacting 811 and Lubbock District Traffic office to obtain utility locates before start of construction activities.  
 
If any lights, signals, or other systems not part of the project are disconnected by the contactor, the contractor 
must restore all affected systems to working condition. 
  
Item 5 – Control of the Work  
  
Perform construction surveying in accordance with Article 5.9.3, “Method C.”  
 
Replace all damaged ROW and USGS monuments at the contractor’s expense. 
  
When deviation from the plans is requested by the Contractor, but not required for installation, the Contractor 
will bear any additional costs associated with the deviation.  
  
Restore all disturbed areas due to trenching or any construction activity to a condition equivalent to the 
original condition within 14 working days from the time work began in the area including all necessary 
seeding.  
  
The construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed project will be consistent with the state 
implementation plan as prepared by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  
  
At the end of each day remove from the ROW, inside or outside the project limits, any excess material and 
debris resulting from construction.  
  
Correct any deficiencies identified during the final inspection including required paperwork.  
  
Submit all required paperwork within 60 days of project acceptance.  
 
Allow 5 business days for subcontractor approval. 
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Item 6 – Control of Materials  
  
Use materials from pre-qualified producers.  A list of material producers pre-qualified by the Construction 
Division (CST) of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) can be found at the following website:  
  
http://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/producer-list.html  
  
In addition to the requirements of the plans and specifications, make all material and equipment furnished, 
installed, modified, tested, or otherwise used on this contract, and becoming the property of TxDOT, fully 
functional within the manufacturer normal specifications, warranties, and guarantees.  Make any additional 
functions of the material and equipment normally supplied by the manufacturer, but not specified by TxDOT, 
completely functional.  
  
To comply with the latest provisions of Build America, Buy America Act (BABA Act) of the  
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the contractor must submit a notarized original of the TxDOT Construction 
Material Buy America Certification Form for all items classified as construction materials. This form is not 
required for materials classified as manufactured products.  
 
Refer to Buy America Material Classification Sheet for clarification on material categorization.  
  
The Buy America Material Classification Sheet is located at the below link. 
  
 https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/materials/buy-america-material-classification-
sheet.html 
 
Provide the State 30 days to test all materials, approve, and resolve any disputes. 
 
Provide the state minimum of 48hrs before concrete pour for inspection. 
 
Article 6.6 
  
Store material off TxDOT property or Right of Way unless approved by the project supervisor.  
  
Article 6.11  
 
Repair damage to the Right of Way to the satisfaction of the project supervisor.  
  
Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities   
  
Coordinate street closures with the local fire, police, and other emergency personnel.  
  
Maintain access to adjacent property at all times.  

  
Notify, in writing, each residence and business 10 days prior to beginning construction of the phase/phases 
that are expected to affect their ingress and egress.  This notice may be hand delivered or mailed.  
                  
When applicable, comply with all requirements of the Environmental Permits Issues and Commitments 
(EPIC) sheets.   
  
Provide 2 lidded dumpsters per crew, one on either side of the bridge, to be used by contractor’s personnel on 
the job site. The lid or covering to the dumpsters needs to be able to stay closed in high winds to prevent trash 
from being blown out. This shall be considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 
         
Dispose of all waste materials in compliance with local, state, and federal regulations.  Submit a list of all 
approved waste sites to the Engineer for review.   
 
All vehicles in the work zone shall use flashing amber strobe lights visible 360 degrees.    
 
No significant traffic generator events identified.  
  
Concrete trucks operating on interstate highways will not be allowed to carry more than 6 cubic yards (CY) of 
concrete unless the truck utilizes a lift (third) axle.  
 
Prior to and during construction, Contractor shall remove empty barn swallow nests if found on the bridge 
structures.  Payment for this work will be with the environmental force account.  Contact the Lubbock District 
Environmental Coordinator Ayssa Trevino at 806-748-4417 prior to any nest removals. 
  
Item 8 - Prosecution and Progress  
  
This project is to be completed in 230 days and 14 months of barricades in accordance with the contract 
documents.  
 
Monthly schedule updates are a very important aspect of managing the progress of this project.  The Engineer 
may withhold the monthly estimate if the schedule update has not been received.  
 
A bar chart will be required for this project.  
  
Do not begin work before sunrise or end work after sunset unless authorized by the Engineer and remove all 
equipment from the roadway before sundown.  
  
Work around existing culverts, signs, mailboxes, object markers and delineators.  Any damages resulting from 
the Contractor’s operation shall be repaired by the Contractor to the satisfaction of the Engineer.  
  
Working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4 Standard Workweek.  
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Contract time charges shall begin upon issuance of “Authorization of Begin Work” letter.   
  
Shut down operations the working day before the following major traffic generating holidays:   
January 1st (New Year’s); Last Monday in May (Memorial Day); July 4th (Independence Day); First Monday 
in September (Labor Day); Fourth Thursday in November (Thanksgiving); and December 24th (Christmas 
Eve).  
  
Payment for a final 3% mobilization will be made once all project signage has been removed and all other 
items according to Article 500.3. Timeliness for submittal of required paperwork and correction of 
deficiencies is a consideration in developing the final contractor evaluation score.  
  
Pre-Work Meeting - Prior to beginning work, a conference between the Contractor’s representative and the 
Department will be arranged by the Department. Lifting plan shall be submitted at the pre-work meeting.  
 
Item 9 - Measurement and Payment  
  
Submit material-on-hand payment requests by the 25th of each month. If the 25th falls on a weekend, submit it 
by the Friday preceding the 25th of that month. Failure to do so may result in the rejection of additional MOH 
payment for that month.  
 
Material-on-hand will be paid item for item regardless of how the work was bid. 
   
Item 401 – Flowable Backfill 
 
Provide excavatable backfill material. 
  
Item 420 - Concrete Substructures  
 
Consolidate concrete for bridge components reinforced with epoxy coated reinforcing steel with vibrators 
having rubber or non-metallic heads in order to prevent damage to the epoxy. 
 
Tie epoxy-coated reinforcing steel with epoxy-coated tie wire. 
 
Furnish a temperature recorder with the minimum capabilities of a 7-day recording time, 2-degree F division, 
and 120 VAC with 9-volt backup, for each curing tank used on the project.  Supply all charts, recording pins, 
and other equipment necessary for complete operation of the temperature recorder during the project.  The 
temperature recorder and all associated equipment will not be paid directly but will be subsidiary to the 
various bid items. 
 Cold weather protection requirements within 72 hours of a concrete paving pour as per the following table:  

 PROJECTED LOW TEMP PROTECTION REQUIRED  

< 20 degrees  DO NOT POUR  
20-27 degrees  cover with plastic, then a insulating blanket, and plastic on top  

28-35 degrees  cover with plastic, then a insulating blanket   
> 35 degrees  no protection required  
All projected temperatures will be based on the NOAA website. None of the above actions releases the 
Contractor from the responsibility for freeze damaged concrete for whatever reason.  
  
Furnish and place preformed fiber material, a minimum one-half (1/2)-inch thick, as shown on the plans or 
directed by the Engineer.  
  
Use Grade 3 or Grade 4 coarse aggregate in all concrete structures.  
  
Coring of structural classes of concrete will not be allowed.  All coring of miscellaneous concrete shall be at 
the Contractor’s expense including all prep work.  Coring must be completed within 3 days of notice of 
failing 28-day samples; otherwise pay deductions apply using 28-day compressive strength.  
  
Provide TY II curing compound for riprap.   
  
When doweling into concrete, clean out the hole, fill completely with epoxy, then place the dowel.  Do not dip 
the dowel into epoxy first and shove it into the hole.  
  
Do not place concrete when the wind gusts get to over 25 miles per hour. 
  
Vibrate all concrete.  
 
Provide 48 hours notice for all other concrete pours. 
 
Tarp and heat the underside of the bridge during cold weather as directed by the Engineer. 
 
Provide the Engineer a cold weather concrete pour plan for approval before each cold weather pour. 
  
Item 421 - Hydraulic Cement Concrete  
 
Class S concrete without silica fume will be allowed. 
 
Class S concrete must contain Shrinkage Reducing Agents (SRA) and Micro/Macro fibers.  
 
If fly ash is used, a maximum of 35% will be allowed.  
  
Micro/Macro Fibers:  
Provide 100% virgin polypropelene fibrillated fibers in all bridge slabs at a rate of 5 lbs/CY.  The fibers shall 
conform to ASTMc1116, Type III and shall have a minimum length of ¾ inch.  The following 100% virgin 
polypropelene fibrillated fibers are approved for this project:  
                                 Tuf-Strand SF  
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                                 Fibermesh 650  
                                 SikaFiber Force MS 20  
An alternate fiber, equal or better than the above listed materials may be used if approved by the Engineer.  
Use in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications.  
  
Shrinkage Reducing Agents:  
The following shrinkage reducing agents and respective dosages are approved for this project:  
                                 Masterlife SRA 35     at 1.0 gal/cy  
                                 Eclipse 4500             at 1.0 gal/cy  
                                 SRA-157-EXT         at 1.8 % by weight of cementitious  
                                 Sika Control 40        at 24.0 fl. oz. per 100 lbs of cementitious  
                                 Sika Control 220      at 24.0 fl. oz. per 100 lbs of cementitious  
                                 Sika Control 75        at 24.0 fl. oz. per 100 lbs of cementitious  
  
Provide air entrainment in all concrete except for concrete used in drilled shafts and precast concrete 
members. Target an entrained air content of 4.0% +/- 1% for concrete pavement and 5.5% +/- 1% for all other 
concrete requiring air entrainment.  Ensure the minimum entrained air content is at least 3.0% for all classes 
of concrete.   
 
Air entrainment chemicals will not be allowed on-site. 
  
The Engineer will perform all concrete job control testing.  
  
Use 4-inch by 8-inch cylinder molds for concrete with Grade 3 or smaller coarse aggregate.  Supply new 
cylinder molds and lids subsidiary to the various bid items.  
  
Concrete plant must be capable of providing automated moisture content control for both coarse and fine 
aggregate.  
  
Item 429 – Concrete Structure Repair  
  
Utilize the latest TxDOT Concrete Repair Manual for repairs.  
  
Concrete Structure repair will be marked by TxDOT forces prior to the beginning of work and will be 
measured by the square foot, in place, as measured on the specified horizontal surface.  
 
Match existing surface finishes for all repairs according to Item 427 Surface Finishes for Concrete of 
Standard Specifications, payment will be considered subsidiary to this item.  
 
Follow cold weather protection requirements listed under Item 420.  
   
Some steel may be epoxy coated. Apply epoxy if the existing bridge decks is epoxy coated rebar. 

 
Some repairs may extend into the bridge overhang. No additional compensation will be made for this work.  
  
Full-depth repairs will require formwork on the underside of the bridge. The contactor should expect to use a 
man-lift or other acceptable means to install these forms. No additional compensation will be made for this 
work.  
  
Drill and dowel repair areas into existing bridge deck.  
  
Do not cut existing precast panels. 
 
Hydro demolition is not allowed. 
 
Item 432 - Riprap  
  
Provide 4-inch thick concrete riprap, unless otherwise indicated in the plans.  
  
Reinforce with steel reinforcing using either #3 bars on 12”x12” spacing or #4 bars on 18”x18” spacing 
centered in the slab.  Fiber reinforcement or welded wire will not be allowed.  
 
In large areas of riprap, provide one-half (1/2)-inch thick expansion joint material at approximately 15-foot 
intervals, or as determined by the Engineer.  
  
All riprap associated with bridge header banks, under the bridge and along the header slopes, will be placed as 
shown on the CRR standard.  This standard will not apply to all other miscellaneous riprap placements.  
  
Place asphalt expansion joint material between proposed riprap and utility poles, guy wires, vent pipes, stand 
pipes and as directed.  
  
Place felt or filter fabric at open joints as required by the Engineer.  This will be considered subsidiary.  
  
Follow cold weather protection requirements listed under Item 420.  
 
Seal between concrete boundaries.  
  
Item 454 – Armor Joints  
  
Limits of pay are 1’ on either side of the armor joint. Deck repair required beyond that will be paid as 
applicable Item 429.  
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Item 502 - Barricades, Signs And Traffic Handling  
  
Prior to beginning construction, the Engineer shall approve the routing of traffic and sequence of work.  
  
Contractor-requested modification of proposed TCP resulting in additional cost will not be paid for by The 
Department.  
   
Confirmation speed limit signs shall be placed after END ROAD WORK sign. 
 
Traffic control signs are required on the median barrier. 
 
Additional signs and barricades as directed by the Engineer shall be considered subsidiary to Item 502. 
 
Only one month of barricade payment will be provided for each month worked, regardless of the number of 
locations worked.  
  
Provide flashing portable arrow panels for all lane closures.  
  
Wash the channelizing devices and barricades following each rainfall or snowfall event and at times deemed 
necessary by the Engineer.  
 
To ensure the safety and convenience of traffic, flaggers may be required when construction machinery is 
being operated along, across, or adjacent to lanes carrying traffic.  If considered necessary by the Engineer, 
supplemental signs and barricades may be required.  
  
Fill any holes left by barricade or sign supports and restore the area to its original condition.  
   
Barricades, Signs and Traffic Handling is a plan quantity item.  If time is suspended, no additional 
compensation will be made.  
 
Traffic switches will not be permitted on Fridays or any working day preceding a holiday unless authorized by 
the Engineer.  
  
The Contractor shall bid the traffic control plan shown in the plans.  Any proposed alterations to the TCP 
(combining work areas / phasing / etc.) shall be submitted to the Engineer at least 10 days prior to anticipated 
changes. 
 
Square tubing sign supports may be used for temporary construction signs.  Aluminum and wood signs may 
be mounted if the vertical supports are embedded into the ground.  Square tubing supports on skids which are 
typically held in place with sand bags can only support signs made of light weight flutted plastic.  
  

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is intended to 
be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic Control Plan, that could 
not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage.  These enhancements will be mutually agreed upon 
by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible  
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project.  The Engineer may 
choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of enhancement.  
  
Correct all noted deficiencies within 7 calendar days, otherwise, cease all operations until the noted 
deficiencies are corrected.  
  
Stockpiles that meet the barricade requirements as shown on the BC(10) Standard are required to be erected at 
the time of material delivery in the Right-of-Way and maintained as long as the stockpile exists.  Payment for 
Material-on-Hand will be withheld from the estimate for inadequate barricades or the failure to maintain 
barricades on a per stockpile basis as determined by the Engineer.   
  
Like new traffic control devices will be required at the initial setup for all projects or as approved by the 
Engineer.  
  
Provide flags and a CW8-15P “MOTORCYCLE WARNING” plaque on all CW20-1D “ROAD WORK 
AHEAD” signs except on side roads.  
  
Use only the work zone speed limit and TCP signs that are relevant to the active work area and as directed.  
Reset signs for subsequent work phases as work progresses and approved by the Engineer.  Reset normal 
speed limit signs at the ends of work zones.  
  
Project limit signage is required on both sides of the roadway on a divided highway.  
  
All detours and requisite signage shall be installed before long-term TCP measures (PCTB) are installed.  
  
All bid items and work requiring traffic control is the responsibility of the contractor, even when not 
explicitly detailed in the plans.  Consider this work subsidiary to Item 502.  
 
TMAs and Portable Changeable Message Boards will not be used as Arrow Boards.  
 
The contractor is required to respond on-site within 30 minutes to any traffic control maintenance after wind 
events, storms, etc.., and as directed by the Engineer. 
  
When the roadway is open to traffic and final striping is completed, any subsequent work shall be done under 
day time traffic control.  
 
Ground mount all signs if possible. 
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ROAD WORK AHEAD signage is required on adjacent service roads. 
  
Reflective tabs will be installed on all temporary barrier rail as shown in BC  
 
This project is for daytime work only.  If you elect to work at night, all expenses for night work will not be 
compensated for. 
 
Item 503 - Portable Changeable Message Sign 
 
Provide messages as directed by the Engineer. 
 
Inform the public 2 weeks before construction begins. 
  
Item 506 – Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls  
  
No SWP3 is required for this project, but should it be determined a plan is needed, it will be developed by the State 
and implemented by the Contractor.   
  
No N.O.I. is required for this project.   
  
Water pumped off the project must have sediment and any other solids in suspension removed before discharging.   
 
Sediments removed from BMPs shall be paid for by force account. The Contractor shall submit an invoice for the 
work.  
  
Correct all noted deficiencies within 7 calendar days, otherwise, cease all operations until the noted deficiencies 
are corrected.  
  
Item 512 - Portable Concrete Traffic Barrier   
  
Source of portable traffic barrier & stockpile location is south of New Deal, Texas on IH27 East Frontage Road 
GPS Coordinates: 33� 42’01.66” North, 101� 50’19.13” West (Coordinates obtained from Google Earth Pro) or 
contact Project Manager.  
  
If hardware is missing from the barrier at the designated source then contractor will provide necessary 
components for installation.  

Reimbursable repair or replacement will be paid at contract bid prices.  

Reflectors are required every 100 ft per BC Standards.  

 

Item 545 - Crash Cushion Attenuators  
  
Reimbursable repair or replacement will be paid at contract bid prices.  
  
Crash cushion attenuators require object marker stickers in accordance with D&OM (VIA).  
  
 
Item 6001 - Portable Changeable Message Sign  
  
Provide messages as directed by the Engineer.  
  
Provide 2 solar powered changeable message signs for the duration of this project.  
 
Inform the public 2 weeks before construction begins.  
  
Item 6185 – Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) and Trailer Attenuator (TA)  
 
Provide 2 TMAs for stationary use for the duration of the project.  Stationary TMAs will be used during the 
various phases of work required for this project.  Payment will be made by the day for each TMA used in 
stationary operations. Estimate for stationary TMA is based on 2 per day.  
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