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LISTED AND DATED AS FOLLOWS, SHALL GOVERN ON THIS PROJECT.

TRANSPORTATION ON NOVEMBER 1, 2014 AND SPECIFICATION ITEMS

SPECIFICATIONS ADOPTED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF

2024

FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF TREE TRIMMING

CONSISTING OF TREE TRIMMING, TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL

RMC 640604001
PROJECT NUMBER 

LIMITS:  VARIOUS ROADWAYS IN BLANCO, BURNET, GILLESPIE, LLANO, GILLESPIE AND MASON COUNTIES

DISTRICT MAINTENANCE ENGINEER

DIRECTOR OF MAINTENANCE
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General Notes Sheet A 

GENERAL 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 
Burnet Area        Joe.Muck@txdot.gov   
Burnet Area  Tyler.Brudnick@txdot.gov   

Questions and requests for documents will be accepted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web 
page.  All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any 
corresponding responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A 
web page.  This webpage can be accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the 
following Address: 
https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

Written notice will be given to begin work on this project.   

Work must begin within seven (7) calendar days after such notification.  Time charges will begin 
when work begins regardless if it falls within seven (7) calendar days of the notification to begin 
work. 

The contractor will have “one hundred and seventy-one” (171) working days to complete all 
work under this contract.  

Allowable number of working days is based on the following minimum production rates: 
Tree trimming/Brush removal (mile) – 1 mile/day.   
Tree Removal –  16 days  
Brush Removal (mile) – 5.0 mile/day 

Work under this contract shall consist of “tree trimming, tree and brush removal and debris 
removal” at various locations in “Blanco, Burnet, Gillespie, Llano and Mason”. 

The limits shown in the summary sheet include left and right sides of each roadway. This project 
also consists of removing trees as directed.  

Prior to bidding, conduct a visual inspection of all roadway sections requiring work under this 
contract, in order to become familiar with the scope and the limits, and to anticipate the quantity of 
work required.  

References to manufacturer’s trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only.  Similar materials from other manufacturers are permitted if they are of equal quality, comply 
with the specifications for this project, and are approved. 
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General Notes Sheet B 

If work is performed at Contractor’s option, when inclement weather is impending, and the work is 
damaged by subsequent precipitation, the Contractor is responsible for all costs associated with 
replacing the work, if required. 

The Department reserves the right to revise the tree trimming schedule as it deems necessary.  

Equip all construction equipment used in roadway work with highly visible omnidirectional flashing 
warning lights. 

Damage that occurs to existing fences while performing work is the Contractor’s responsibility 
under this contract.  Any damage to fences must be repaired immediately to its prior existing 
condition or better.  

The Contractor is responsible for any damage done to the existing utilities while working on this 
project.  The Contractor is responsible for reporting the damage to the utility company as soon as 
possible. 

All locations used for storing construction equipment, materials, and stockpiles of any type, within 
the right of way, will be as directed.  Use of right of way for these purposes will be restricted to 
those locations where driver sight distance to businesses and side street intersections is not 
obstructed and at other locations where an unsightly appearance will not exist.  The Contractor will 
not have exclusive use of right of way but will cooperate in the use of the right of way with the 
city/county and various public utility companies as required.) 

Each contract is considered separate and individual from others. Requirements to complete work on 
any or all contracts may occur at the same time. If requests are issued at the same time, it is expected 
that the work will be completed in the time frame allowed.  

During evacuation periods for Hurricane events the Contractor will cooperate with Department for 
the restricting of Lane Closures and arranging for Traffic Control to facilitate Coastal Evacuation 
Efforts.   

ITEM 5 – CONTROL OF THE WORK 
Place construction or silt fence 2 ft. inside TxDOT ROW along the Railroad ROW.  If work is to be 
performed inside the Railroad ROW, then the Contractor will coordinate with the Railroad for a 
Railroad Flagger.  This work is subsidiary.   

ITEM 6 - CONTROL OF MATERIALS 
The Contractor is responsible for furnishing all materials included in this contract.  Materials 
provided by Contractor will be new unless otherwise shown on the plans or approved.  The 
Contractor must receive approval from the Engineer prior to ordering materials for this contract. 

The Contractor is required to have sufficient supply of material to complete repair work within the 
allotted time.  
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ITEM 7 – LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
No significant traffic generator events identified. 

Refer to the Environmental Permits, Issues and Commitments (EPIC) plan sheets for additional 
requirements and permits. 

When any abandoned well is encountered, cease construction operations in this area and notify the 
Engineer who will coordinate the proper plugging procedures. A water well driller licensed in the 
State of Texas must be used to plug a well. 

Perform maintenance of vehicles or equipment at designated maintenance sites.  Keep a spill kit on-
site during fueling and maintenance. This work is subsidiary. 

Suspend all activities near any significant recharge features, such as sinkholes, caves, or any other 
subterranean openings that are discovered during construction or core sampling.  Do not proceed 
until the designated Geologist or TCEQ representative is present to evaluate and approve remedial 
action. 

PSL in USACE Jurisdictional Area.  
Do not initiate activities in a PSL associated with a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
jurisdictional area that have not been previously evaluated by the USACE as part of the permit 
review of this project.  Such activities include, but are not limited to, haul roads, equipment staging 
areas, borrow and disposal sites.  Associated defined here means materials are delivered to or from 
the PSL.  The jurisdictional area includes all waters of the U.S. including wetlands or associated 
wetlands affected by activities associated with this project.  Special restrictions may be required for 
such work.  Consult with the USACE regarding activities, including PSLs that have not been 
previously evaluated by the USACE.  Provide the Department with a copy of all USACE 
coordination and approvals before initiating activities. 

Proceed with activities in PSLs that do not affect a USACE jurisdictional area if self-determination 
has been made that the PSL is non-jurisdictional or proper clearances have been obtained in USACE 
jurisdictional areas or have been previously evaluated by the USACE as part of the permit review 
of this project.  Document any determinations that PSL activities do not affect a USACE 
jurisdictional area.  Maintain copies of PSL determinations for review by the Department or any 
regulatory agency.  The Contractor must document and coordinate with the USACE, if required, 
before any excavation material hauled from or embankment material hauled into a USACE 
jurisdictional area by either (1) or (2) below. 

1. Restricted Use of Materials for the Previously Evaluated Permit Areas.  When an area
within the project limits has been evaluated by the USACE as part of the permit process for
this project:

a. suitable excavation of required material in the areas shown on the plans and cross
sections as specified in Standard Specification Item 110, Excavation is used for
permanent or temporary fill within a USACE jurisdictional area;

b. suitable embankment from within the USACE jurisdictional area is used as fill within
a USACE evaluated area;
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c. Unsuitable excavation or excess excavation that is disposed of at an approved
location within a USACE evaluated area.

2. Contractor Materials from Areas Other than Previously Evaluated Areas.  Provide the
Department with a copy of all USACE coordination and approvals before initiating any
activities in a jurisdictional area within the project limits that has not been evaluated by the
USACE or for any off right of way locations used for the following, but not limited to, haul
roads, equipment staging areas, borrow and disposal sites:

a. Standard Specification Item 132, Embankment is used for temporary or permanent
fill within a USACE jurisdictional area;

b. Unsuitable excavation or excess excavation that is disposed of outside a USACE
evaluated area.

Work over or near Bodies of Water (Lakes, Rivers, Ponds, Creeks, etc.). 
Keep on site a universal spill kit adequate for the body of water and the work being 
performed.  Debris is not allowed to fall into the ordinary high-water level (OHWL). Debris that 
falls into the OHWL must be removed at the end of each work day.  Debris that falls into the 
floodway must be removed at the end of each work week or prior to a rain event.  Install and maintain 
traffic control devices to maintain a navigable corridor for water traffic, except during bridge demo 
and beam placement.  This work is subsidiary. 

Migratory Birds and Bats. 
Migratory birds and bats may be nesting within the project limits and concentrated on roadway 
structures such as bridges and culverts. Remove all old and unoccupied migratory bird nests from 
any structures, trees, etc. between September 16 and February 28. Prevent migratory birds from re-
nesting between March 1 and September 15.  Prevention shall include all areas within 25 ft. of 
proposed work.  All methods used for the removal of old nesting areas and the prevention of re-
nesting must be submitted to TxDOT 30 business days prior to begin work.  This work is 
subsidiary.  

If active nests are encountered on-site during construction, all construction activity within 25 ft. of 
the nest must stop. Contact the Engineer to determine how to proceed. 

Tree and Brush Trimming and Removal. 
Work will be conducted September 16 thru February 28. Work conducted outside this timeframe 
will require a bird survey.  Submit a survey request to TxDOT 30 business days prior to begin 
work. 

No extension of time or compensation will be granted for a delay or suspension due to the above 
bird, bat and tree/brush requirements. 

Law Enforcement Personnel. 
Submit charge summary and invoices using the Department forms.    

Patrol vehicles must be clearly marked to correspond with the officer’s agency and equipped with 
appropriate lights to identify them as law enforcement.  For patrol vehicles not owned by a law 
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enforcement agency, markings will be retroreflective and legible from 100 ft. from both sides and 
the rear of the vehicle.  Lights will be high intensity and visible from all angles.  

No payment will be made for law enforcement personnel needed for moving equipment or 
payment for drive time to/from the event site.  A minimum number of hours is not guaranteed.  
Payment is for work performed.  If the Contractor has a field office, provide an office location for 
a supervisory officer when event requires a supervising officer.  This work is subsidiary.  

A maximum combined rate of $70 per hour for the law enforcement personnel and the patrol 
vehicle will be allowed.  Any scheduling fee is subsidiary per Standard Specification 502.4.2.  

Cancel law enforcement personnel when the event is canceled.  Cancellation, minimums or “show 
up” fees will not be paid when cancellation is made 12 hours prior to beginning of the event. 
Failure to cancel within 12 hours will not be cause for payment for cancellation, minimums, or 
"show up" time.  Payment of actual “show up” time to the event site due to cancellation will be on 
a case by case basis at a maximum of 2 hours per officer.   

Alterations to the cancellation and maximum rate must be approved by the Engineer or pre-
determined by official policy of the officers governing authority.  

ITEM 8 – PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 
Working days will be charged in accordance with 8.3.1.4, “Standard Workweek.” 

ITEM 502 - BARRICADES, SIGNS, AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 
For roadways without defined allowable closure times, nighttime lane closures will be allowed from 
7 P to 6 A.  Unless stated, daytime or Friday night lane closures will not be allowed and one lane in 
each direction will remain open at all times for all roadways.  

No closures will be allowed on the weekends, working day prior, and working day after the National 
Holidays defined in the Standard Specifications, Good Friday, and Easter weekend.  Closures the 
Sunday of the Super Bowl will not be allowed from 1 P to 11 P.  No closures will be allowed on 
Friday and the weekends for projects within 20 miles of Formula 1 at COTA, ACL Fest, SXSW, 
ROT Rally, UT home football games (includes games not on a Friday or weekend), sales tax holiday, 
Dell Match Play (includes Thursday) or other special events that could be impacted by the 
construction.  All lanes will be open by noon of the day before these special events.  

To account for directional traffic volumes, begin and end times of closures may be shifted equally 
by the Engineer.  The closure duration will remain.  Added compensation is not allowed.  

Submit an emailed request for a lane closure (LCN) to TxDOT.  The email will be submitted in the 
format provided.  Receive concurrence prior to implementation.  Submit a cancellation of lane 
closures a minimum of 18 hours prior to implementation.  Blanket requests for extended periods are 
not allowed. Max duration of a request is 2 weeks prior to requiring resubmittal.  Provide 2-hour 
notice prior to implementation and immediately upon removal of the closure. 
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For all roadways: Submit request for traffic detours and full roadway closures 168 hours prior to 
implementation.  Submit request for nighttime work 96 hours to implementation date.   
Cancellations of accepted closures (not applicable to full closures or detours) due to weather will 
not require resubmission in accordance with the above restrictions if the work is completed during 
the next allowable closure time.    

Closures that conflict with adjacent contractor will be prioritized according to critical path work 
per latest schedule.  Conflicting critical path or non-critical work will be approved for first LCN 
submitted.  Denial of a closure due to prioritization or other reasons will not be reason for time 
suspension, delay, overhead, etc.  

Cover, relocate or remove existing signs that conflict with traffic control.  Install all permanent signs, 
delineation, and object markers required for the operation of the roadway before opening to traffic. 
Use of temporary mounts is allowed or may be required until the permanent mounts are installed or 
not impacted by construction. Maintain the temporary mounts. This work is subsidiary. 

Meet with the Engineer prior to lane closures to ensure that sufficient equipment, materials, devices, 
and workers will be used.  Take immediate action to modify traffic control, if at any time the queue 
becomes greater than 20 minutes.  Have a contingency plan of how modification will occur. 
Consider inclement weather prior to implementing the lane closures.  Do not set up traffic control 
when the pavement is wet. 

Place a 28-inch cone, meeting requirements of BC (10), on top of foundations that have protruding 
studs.  This work is subsidiary.  

Edge condition treatment types must be in accordance with the TxDOT standard. Installation and 
removal of a safety slope is subsidiary. 

To determine a speed limit or an advisory speed limit, submit a request to TxDOT 60 business days 
prior to manufacture of the sign.  

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The Engineer 
may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of enhancement. 

One-way Traffic Control will be subsidiary. 

ITEM 752 – TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 
Flailing equipment is not allowed.  Burning brush is not allowed in urban areas or on ROW.  Use 
hand methods or other means of removal if doing work by mechanical methods is impractical.  Prior 
to begin tree pruning, send email confirmation to the Engineer that training and demonstration of 
work methods has been provided to the employees. This work is subsidiary. 
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If this method or similar equipment and method is used, a pole saw or chain saw shall be used 
behind to cut limbs according to spec book 752.4.2. 

All tree/brush removal will be paid by the mile and/or each per items 752.4.1 and 752.4.3. 

Any damage to fences are the responsibility of the contractor to handle without payment from 
TxDOT. 

Shredded vegetation may be blended, at a rate not to exceed 15 percent by volume, with Item 160 
if the maximum dimension is not greater than 2 in.    

All tree/brush removal limits shall be considered to be within TxDOT right of way, from fence to 
fence or as directed by the Engineer. 

Remove debris from pruning and trimming from the right of way the same day as the work is 
performed. 

Remove trees that are already down in the right-of-way. Cut and remove trees and limbs that have 
fallen from private property at the right-of-way line. This work will not be paid for directly but 
will be considered subsidiary to tree trimming and brush removal. 

Do not deposit wood chips in developed areas or in front of homes, businesses and drainage 
facilities.  Where spreading on the right of way is allowed by the Engineer, do not deposit any 
material within the ditch area.  Disinfection of tools will be required as specified when trimming 
oak trees. 

ITEM 6185 – TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATOR AND TRAILER ATTENUATOR 
The TMA/TA used for installation/removal of traffic control for a work area will be subsidiary to 
the TMA/TA used to perform the work.  

The contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more operations will be ongoing at the 
same time to determine the total number of TMA/TA required for the work. TMA/TAs paid by the 
day is full compensation for all worksite locations during an entire day.   

TMA/TAs used to protect damaged attenuators will be paid by the day using the force account item 
for the repair.   
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Plans may be reviewed at the Burnet Area Office, 3029 SH 29E, Burnet, TX 78611. The 
contact person is Joseph Muck, (512) 715-5702. 



Estimate & Quantity Sheet
CONTROLLING PROJECT ID 6406-04-001 DISTRICT Austin COUNTY Burnet

HIGHWAY US0281

CONTROL SECTION JOB

PROJECT ID

COUNTY

HIGHWAY

ALT      BID CODE DESCRIPTION UNIT

6406-04-001

TOTAL EST. TOTAL
FINAL

A00188084

Burnet

US0281

EST. FINAL

500-6001 MOBILIZATION LS 1.000 1.000
502-6001 BARRICADES, SIGNS AND TRAFFIC HANDLING MO 11.000 11.000
752-6003 TREE TRIMMING / BRUSH REMOVAL MI 155.000 155.000
752-6005 TREE REMOVAL (4" - 12" DIA) EA 54.000 54.000
752-6006 TREE REMOVAL (12" - 18" DIA) EA 10.000 10.000
752-6007 TREE REMOVAL (18" - 24" DIA) EA 14.000 14.000
752-6008 TREE REMOVAL (24" - 30" DIA) EA 10.000 10.000
752-6009 TREE REMOVAL (30" - 36" DIA) EA 8.000 8.000
752-6012 TREE REMOVAL (48" - 60" DIA) EA 4.000 4.000

6185-6005 TMA (MOBILE OPERATION) DAY 171.000 171.000

DISTRICT COUNTY
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