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Project Number:  

County: BROOKS  Control: 0255-03-040, Etc. 

Highway: US 281 

General Notes 

2014 SPECS GENERAL NOTES: 

****************************************************************************** 
General Requirements and Covenants to ITEMS 1 thru 9: 

For all pits or quarries, comply with the “Texas Aggregate Quarry and Pit Safety Act.”  

Provide on a weekly basis a list of equipment, including idle equipment, utilized on the project 
that week. 

The 1-800 call services for utility locations do not include TxDOT facilities. Contact the Pharr 
District Signal Section (956-702-6225) for coordination regarding TxDOT underground lines. 

ITEM 2:  Instructions to Bidders 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Francisco Cantu, P.E., Roma Area Engineer; Francisco.J.Cantu@txdot.gov 
Danny Flores, P.E., Transportation Engineer; Danny.Flores@txdot.gov  

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone, and in person by the above 
individuals.  Questions may also be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. This 
webpage can be accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following 
Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

Information found on TxDOT's FTP server will be considered for informational purposes only. 
Index of /pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting Responses/Pharr District/21-Pharr District (Construction) 
(state.tx.us) 
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ITEM 5:  Control of the Work 

The responsibility for the construction surveying on this contract will be in accordance with 
Article 5.9.3., “Method C.”  

Prior to contract letting, bidders may obtain a free computerized transfer of files (from the 
Engineer’s office) that contains the earthwork information. If copies of the actual cross-sections 
in additional to, or instead of the electronic files are requested, they will be available at the 
Engineer’s office for borrowing by copying companies for the purpose of making copies for the 
bidder at the bidder’s expense. 

When a precast or cast-in-place concrete element is included in the plans, a precast concrete 
alternate may be submitted in accordance with “Standard Operating Procedure for Alternate 
Precast Proposal Submission” found online at
https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/highway/bridge/bridge-publications.html#design.  
Acceptance or denial of an alternate is at the sole discretion of the Engineer. Impacts to the 
project schedule and any additional costs resulting from the use of alternates are the sole 
responsibility of the Contractor. 

ITEM 7:  Legal Relations and Responsibilities 

No significant traffic generator events identified. 

Roadway or Lane closures during the following key dates and/or special events are prohibited: 
 National Holidays 
 The day before a National Holiday 
 During emergency events such as natural disasters or as directed by the Engineer 

ITEM 8:  Prosecution and Progress 

Working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4. Standard 
Workweek. 

Prepare progress schedules as a Bar Chart.  

A 90 day delay is included in the contract for Contractor Convenience. 
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ITEM 400:  Excavation and Backfill for Structures 

If the Contractor elects to cut pavement (existing/detour) for structural work beyond that 
required by the construction phasing shown in the plans and approved by the Engineer, it shall be 
restored at his expense and backfilled to its original condition or better in accordance with Item 
400. 

Unless shown otherwise in the plans, use a 1-ft depth for Item 400 Structural Excavation (Special) 
for gravel bedding needed below drainage structures with unstable material. 

Structural Excavation Special (Gravel): 

Use durable natural stone when tested in accordance with Tex-411-A, has weight loss of no more 
than 18% after 5 cycles of magnesium sulfate solution. Provide gravel conforming to an 
aggregate Grade No. 1 as shown on Table 4 of Article 421.2.  

ITEM 416:  Drilled Shaft Foundations 

Payment for furnishing and installing anchor bolts mounted in drill shafts will be included in the 
unit price bid for the various diameter drill shafts. 

The Contractor shall coordinate with the utility companies to verify utility locations before 
drilling foundations.  

The Contractor shall form, or provide a smooth finish, the portions of drilled shaft that project 
above the ground line. Place a ¾ inch chamfer on the top edge of each pole foundation. This 
work will not be paid for directly but will be considered subsidiary to this bid Item. 

All drilled shaft foundations will be based on the lengths shown on the plans or those established 
in writing. Adequate calculations for measurements of foundations have been made in 
accordance with Article 9.1. of the Standard Specifications. Increases or decreases in the 
quantities required by change in design will be measured as specified and the revised quantities 
will be the basis for payment. 

In the presence of excess ground water and/or unstable conditions in sub-grade soils prevents 
excavation to the line and depths indicated on the plans for “Drilled Shaft Foundation”, other 
proposed methods of foundation installation such as casing, etc. shall be submitted for review 
and approved by the Engineer. 

Project Number:  

County: BROOKS 

 

  Control: 0255-03-040, Etc. 

Highway: US 281 

General Notes Sheet 4A 

ITEM 420:  Concrete Substructures 

Pay bent concrete as plan quantity. 

ITEM 421:  Hydraulic Cement Concrete 

Provide Sulfate Resistant Concrete for all concrete piling and drilled shafts. 

Provide equipment at the batch plant for determining the free moisture and/or absorption of 
aggregates in accordance with applicable TXDOT Test. 

Provide the following items for concrete batch inspection in accordance with specifications 
outlined in DMS-10101, “Computer Equipment”: 

(1) One Desktop Microcomputer or One Laptop Microcomputer
(2) One Integrated Printer/Scanner/Copier/Fax Unit
(3) Contractor-Furnished Software
(4) Hardware

Submit to the Engineer for approval the project locations for all Portland Cement concrete 
washout areas prior to starting any concrete work. 

Fiber Reinforced Concrete is not permitted. 

ITEM 432:  Riprap 

Do not use fiber reinforced concrete RIPRAP on side slopes equal to or steeper than 6:1 unless 
approved by the Engineer. 

ITEM 502:  Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling 

Shadow vehicles equipped with Truck-Mounted Attenuators are required for traffic handling. 
See notes for Item 6185: Truck Mounted Attenuator/Trailer Attenuator, for additional references 
pertaining to the TMAs. 

Replace/relocate all regulatory signs removed due to construction operations with the same sign 
on fixed support(s) immediately upon its removal. First obtain Project Engineer approval before 
removing any regulatory roadway sign. Required flaggers are to be available to direct traffic 
during sign intermediate down time. 



Project Number:  

County: BROOKS 

 

  Control: 0255-03-040, Etc. 

Highway: US 281 

General Notes 

Relocate any Directional Sign Assemblies removed during construction operations immediately 
upon their removal. 

These signs shall be relocated to a location in accordance with the Latest Version of the “Texas 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices”. In no case will a sign be removed without a 
replacement sign and support(s) being readily available and a location established. Removal and 
relocation of these signs required for traffic control will not be paid for directly but shall be 
considered subsidiary to Item 502. 

From the beginning to the end of the project, all traffic control devices need to be in acceptable 
condition as per the Texas Quality Guidelines for Work Zone Traffic Control Devices. 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The 
“Safety Contingency” is not intended to be used in lieu of bid Items established by the contract. 

Remove and dispose of all litter, debris, objectionable material, excess materials that accumulate 
at the base of all traffic control devices as directed by the Engineer. 

ITEM 506:  Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls 

Due to the nature of this project, it is unlikely a significant amount of soil will be disturbed. 
However, if erosion control logs are needed; it shall be placed as directed by the Engineer. 

Before starting each phase of construction, review with the Engineer the SW3P used for 
temporary erosion control as outlined on the plans. Before construction, place the temporary 
erosion and sedimentation control features as shown on the SW3P. Location of Construction 
Exits are to be approved by the Engineer. After completing earthwork operations, restore and 
reseed the disturbed areas in accordance with the Department’s specifications for permanent or 
temporary erosion control. Before starting grading operations and during the project duration, 
place the temporary or permanent erosion control measures to prevent sediment from leaving the 
right of way. 

The Contractor Force Account “Erosion Control Maintenance” that has been established for this 
project is intended to be utilized for work zone Best Management Practice (BMP) maintenance, 
to improve the effectiveness of the Environmental Controls that may need maintenance attention 
and/or require replacement while the project is still under the construction stage. These 
procedures will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent BMP management reviews on the project. The 
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“Erosion Control Maintenance” is not intended to be used in lieu of bid Items established by the 
contract. 

ITEM 540:  Metal Beam Guard Fence 

The optional terminal anchor post with the terminal connector will be required as shown on the 
Metal Beam Guard Fence Standard. 

Galvanize the rail elements supplied for this project using a Type II Zinc Coating. 

ITEM 544:  Guardrail End Treatments 

Label “end treatment type” on backside of unit at time of installation. 

ITEMS 636:  Signs 

Complete sign blanks and panels shall be handled and stored at the job site in such a manner that 
corners, edges and faces are not damaged. Finished sign blanks shall be stored in either a 
weatherproof warehouse or outside and off the ground in a vertical position. All paper, cardboard 
and chemically treated separators and packaging shall be removed prior to outside storage. 

ITEM 644:  Small Roadside Sign Assemblies 

All signs shall be installed as shown in the plans and in accordance with the current edition of the 
"Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices" and the “Sign Crew Field Book” (SCFB). 

All signs shall be erected according to the locations shown on the signing layout sheets except 
that a sign may be shifted in order to secure a more desirable location. All sign locations will be 
staked as shown in the plans and as approved. It is the intent of the plans to erect all roadside 
traffic signs with the sign edge a minimum of 6 feet from the edge of the shoulder, or if none, 12 
feet from the edge of the travel lane. In curb and gutter sections, the sign edge shall be a 
minimum of 2 feet from the face of the curb. 

For this project, aluminum type sign blanks as provided for under Item 636 will be required for 
all proposed signing installed under Item 644. Aluminum sign blanks less than 7.5 square feet 
shall be 0.08-inch-thick, sign blanks 7.5 to 15 square feet shall be 0.100-inch-thick and sign 
blanks greater than 15 square feet shall be 0.125 inch thick.  
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All excess excavation shall be spread uniformly inside the right of way as directed and shall be 
included in the price of these Items. 

Sign types which design details are not shown on the plans shall conform with the latest edition 
of the Department's "Standard Highway Sign Design for Texas" Manual. 

Signs shown to be removed shall include the complete sign installation and separate the sign post 
at the concrete foundation. The concrete foundation shall be disposed in accordance with this bid 
Item. Except for concrete foundations, all removed sign panels, sign posts, and hardware shall 
remain then property of the Department. All removed sign installations shall be completely 
disassembled. All salvageable sections of sign panels shall be recycled by TxDOT. The removed 
sign material will be required to be hauled to the maintenance yard closest to the project. No 
signs shall be removed without prior approval. 

ITEM 647:  Large Roadside Sign Supports and Assemblies 

New sign foundation stubs, when left overnight without installing signs and posts, shall be 
protected with flashing electric lights. 

ITEM 658: Delineator and Object Marker Assemblies 

Delineator assemblies shall be installed 8 feet from the edge of the shoulder unless restricted by 
some obstruction, in which case, the delineator assembly shall be placed between 2 and 8 feet 
from the edge of the shoulder. 

Bi-directional object markers shall be in accordance with the D&OM standard sheets. The 
Contractor is directed to the standards when instructed where and how to install the object 
markers. 

ITEMS 662 and 666:  Work Zone Pavement Markings and Retroreflectorized Pavement 
Markings 

All permanent pavement markings and work zone pavement markings for this project under 
these Items shall be 0.100 inches (100 mil) thick thermoplastic. 

Any permanent pavement markings or non-removal work zone pavement markings lacking 
reflectivity in accordance with the requirements of Tex 828-B, or that fail to meet minimum retro 
reflectivity requirements for longitudinal pavement markings when required, will be addressed 
per the requirements of the specification. The roadway will be re-striped at no additional 
compensation.  
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Prior to any striping operations, an on-site coordination meeting between all the parties involved 
will be required to review striping details and requirements to ensure quality work. 

The beads used on this project shall meet the requirements of Departmental Materials 
Specification DMS-8290, Glass Traffic Beads Texas Type II & III. Use a 50% Type II/ 50% 
Type III mix utilizing a double drop system with Type III beads dropped first. 

For expressway projects, provide channelizing devices at the ramp connections when temporary 
pavement marking tabs are placed. These channelizing devices will be subsidiary to Item 502. 

ITEM 677:  Eliminating Existing Pavement Markings and Markers 

Asphalt and aggregate types and grades shall be as approved in writing when a surface treatment 
is used to eliminate existing pavement markings. 

Removal method shall be determined by the Area Engineer. 

ITEM 6185:  Truck Mounted Attenuator/Trailer Attenuator   

In addition to the shadow vehicles with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) that are specified as 
being required on the traffic control plan for the project, provide 2 additional shadow vehicle(s) 
with TMA as per TCP (2-6) -18 as detailed on General Note 7 of this standard sheet. 

Therefore, 3 total shadow vehicles with TMA will be required on this project for the type of 
work as shown on the plans. The Contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of 
his construction operations will be ongoing at the same time and thus determine the total number 
of TMAs needed for the project. 



Estimate & Quantity Sheet
CONTROLLING PROJECT ID 0255-03-040 DISTRICT Pharr COUNTY Brooks

HIGHWAY US 281

CONTROL SECTION JOB

PROJECT ID

COUNTY

HIGHWAY

ALT      BID CODE DESCRIPTION UNIT

0255-03-040 0255-04-102

TOTAL EST. TOTAL
FINAL

A00196888 A00196886

Brooks Brooks

US 281 US 281

EST. FINAL EST. FINAL

416-6018 DRILL SHAFT (SIGN MTS) (24 IN) LF 16.000 16.000
416-6022 DRILL SHAFT (SIGN MTS) (48 IN) LF 31.000 53.000 84.000
416-6023 DRILL SHAFT (SIGN MTS) (54 IN) LF 20.000 20.000
432-6009 RIPRAP (CONC) (CL B) (4") CY 4.000 4.000 8.000
432-6045 RIPRAP (MOW STRIP)(4 IN) CY 39.000 48.000 87.000
500-6001 MOBILIZATION LS 0.500 0.500 1.000
502-6001 BARRICADES, SIGNS AND TRAFFIC HANDLING MO 2.000 2.000 4.000
506-6041 BIODEG EROSN CONT LOGS (INSTL) (12") LF 154.000 188.000 342.000
506-6043 BIODEG EROSN CONT LOGS (REMOVE) LF 154.000 188.000 342.000
540-6001 MTL W-BEAM GD FEN (TIM POST) LF 475.000 600.000 1,075.000
540-6016 DOWNSTREAM ANCHOR TERMINAL SECTION EA 1.000 4.000 5.000
544-6001 GUARDRAIL END TREATMENT (INSTALL) EA 5.000 4.000 9.000
636-6003 ALUMINUM SIGNS (TY O) SF 305.000 305.000 610.000
644-6027 IN SM RD SN SUP&AM TYS80(1)SA(P) EA 2.000 2.000
647-6001 INSTALL LRSS (STRUCT STEEL) LB 958.000 958.000
647-6003 REMOVE LRSA EA 3.000 3.000 6.000
647-6004 RELOCATE LRSS (SIGN ONLY) EA 1.000 1.000
647-6006 REMOVE LRSA (FOUNDATION ONLY)(24 IN) EA 1.000 1.000
650-6032 INS OH SN SUP(30 FT CANT) EA 2.000 2.000 4.000
650-6038 INS OH SN SUP(35 FT CANT) EA 1.000 1.000
650-6045 INS OH SN SUP(40 FT CANT) EA 1.000 1.000
658-6061 INSTL DEL ASSM (D-SW)SZ 1(BRF)GF2 EA 19.000 16.000 35.000
658-6064 INSTL DEL ASSM (D-SY)SZ 1(BRF)GF2 EA 8.000 8.000
666-6030 REFL PAV MRK TY I (W)8"(DOT)(100MIL) LF 220.000 220.000
666-6225 PAVEMENT SEALER 6" LF 80.000 80.000
666-6226 PAVEMENT SEALER 8" LF 85.000 85.000
666-6234 PAVEMENT SEALER (DBL ARROW) EA 2.000 2.000
666-6306 RE PM W/RET REQ TY I (W)6"(BRK)(100MIL) LF 80.000 80.000
668-6078 PREFAB PAV MRK TY C (W) (DBL ARROW) EA 2.000 2.000
672-6010 REFL PAV MRKR TY II-C-R EA 41.000 41.000
677-6002 ELIM EXT PAV MRK & MRKS (6") LF 220.000 220.000
678-6002 PAV SURF PREP FOR MRK (6") LF 305.000 305.000
678-6004 PAV SURF PREP FOR MRK (8") LF 875.000 875.000
678-6010 PAV SURF PREP FOR MRK (DBL ARROW) EA 2.000 2.000

6001-6002 PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGN EA 1.000 1.000 2.000
6185-6002 TMA (STATIONARY) DAY 40.000 40.000 80.000
6185-6005 TMA (MOBILE OPERATION) DAY 5.000 5.000 10.000

DISTRICT COUNTY

Report Generated By: txdotconnect_internal_ext Report Created On: Apr 2, 2024 2:39:49 PM
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Estimate & Quantity Sheet
CONTROLLING PROJECT ID 0255-03-040 DISTRICT Pharr COUNTY Brooks

HIGHWAY US 281

CONTROL SECTION JOB

PROJECT ID

COUNTY

HIGHWAY

ALT      BID CODE     DESCRIPTION UNIT

0255-03-040 0255-04-102

TOTAL EST. TOTAL
FINAL

A00196888 A00196886

Brooks Brooks

US 281 US 281

EST. FINAL EST. FINAL

08 CONTRACTOR FORCE ACCOUNT EROSION
CONTROL MAINTENANCE (NON-PARTICIPATING)

LS 1.000 1.000

CONTRACTOR FORCE ACCOUNT SAFETY
CONTINGENCY (NON-PARTICIPATING)

LS 1.000 1.000

DISTRICT COUNTY

Report Generated By: txdotconnect_internal_ext Report Created On: Apr 2, 2024 2:39:49 PM
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