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GENERAL NOTES: 
 
This project includes plan sheets that are not part of the bid proposal.  Plans can be viewed 
online or downloaded from the web at: 
 
http://www.txdot.gov/business/letting-bids/plans-online.html 
 
Order plans from any of the plan reproduction companies shown on the web at: 
 
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/business/contractors_consultants/repro_companies.htm 
 
Information concerning the project, plans, limits and locations may also obtained by contacting 
Brad Buchanan at (806) 356-3284 or the Area Office in charge of this project.  Plans, limits, and 
locations may be viewed at Contract Administration, Texas Department of Transportation 
District Office, 5715 Canyon Drive, Bldg. B, Amarillo, Texas 79110. 
 
All Contractor pre-bid questions on this project are to be submitted by email to the following 
individual(s): 
 
TO:   Area Engineer   Joe Chappell, P.E.    Joe.Chappell@txdot.gov  
 Assistant Area Engineer CC Sysombath, P.E. cc.sysombath@txdot.gov  
   
CC:   Director of Operations Wes Kimmell, P.E. Wes.Kimmell@txdot.gov  
 Contract Specialist  Brad Buchanan Brad.Buchanan@txdot.gov  
 

For Q&A’s on Proposals navigate to:  

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

Use the dashboard to navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the 
dashboard using the controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink of the project you want to 
view the Q&A for and click on the link in the window that pops up. 
 
All relevant project documentation including CTD and cross sections (if applicable) will be 
posted to TxDOT District’s FTP website. 

https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting%20Responses/ 
 
Prior to beginning operations, a pre-construction conference will be held at the Area Office in 
charge of this work.  
 
Contractor’s personnel shall have all applicable training certificates for, but not limited to, 
concrete work, welding, SWP3, and traffic control. Certifications must be through credible 
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sources, such as ACI and TxDOT. Contractor must submit certifications prior to beginning 
applicable work. 
 
In the event that several contracts are awarded to the same contractor, the contractor shall be 
sufficiently staffed to concurrently pursue each contract.   
 
Operation of equipment or machines near any overhead or underground utility lines shall be 
accomplished using established industry safety practices.  The contractor shall consult with the 
appropriate utility company prior to beginning such work. 
 
The contractor will be responsible for locating all utilities that may be present near construction 
areas. Utilities damaged by the contractor will be repaired at no additional cost to the state.  
 
The maintenance supervisor and area engineer are listed below with the engineer’s representative 
in charge of this contract: 
 
Area Engineer  Address   Contact Person 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Joe Chappell, P.E.           8401 S. FM 1541  (806)378-0071 
             Amarillo, TX 79110  (806)486-7184
  
Maintenance Section  Address   Maintenance Supervisor 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Randall County  305 W US 60   Devin White 

Canyon, TX 79015  (806) 655-4372 
     (806) 344-6285 
 
If portions of the right-of-way is used to store materials, equipment, and other uses with the 
approval of the engineer, materials, equipment, etc., must either be located outside the 30 feet 
traffic safety clearance zone or be adequately protected. 
 
There are no "reference markers" within the project limits. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
The contractor shall have all necessary equipment needed to perform the work.  The use of 
yellow rotating beacons or omni directional flashing amber warning lamps is encouraged.  The 
warning lamps shall be mounted on the vehicles in such a manner as to allow clear visibility 
from all directions. 
 
Item 7 Legal Relations and Responsibilities 
 
No significant traffic generator events identified. 
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Upon completion of all work provided for in the contract for any individual project, the Engineer 
will inspect, and if the work is found to be satisfactory project. Such partial acceptance will be 
made in writing and shall in no way void or alter any terms of the contract. 
 
No significant traffic generator events identified. 
 
Item 8 Prosecution and Progress 
  
 
Working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4 Standard 
Workweek.  
 
 
Item 192 Landscape Planting 
 
For the work to be completed; Shall reference Item 192 in the TxDOT 2014 Standard 
Specification for Construction and Maintenance or Highways, Streets, and Bridges 2014 for 
specifications, dimensions, volumes. and measurements not shown.  
Shall reference the Planting and Establishment Details Sheets of the plans for the planting 
instructions and details. All planting cultural practices and materials required for planting shall 
be specified and directed by the Planting Plan Sheet (1 of 3) and the General Notes. The engineer 
shall direct all items of work as per the plans and specification. 
Reference Item 192.3. Mark all areas for tree locations as shown on the plans, as verified by the 
engineer. Shall mow tree planting areas to 4-inches in height before beginning any site work. 
Mowing shall not be paid for directly but shall be considered incidental to Item 192. Landscape 
Planting. 
 
Locate and stake all underground conduits and utilities associated with but not limited to: 
Electrical power supply. Within the project area, mark items with a 4-foot wooden stake. 
Wooden stakes shall be painted florescent orange and maintained during the duration of the 
project. Stakes shall only be removed as directed by the engineer. 
 
The acceptance and rejection of plants shall be in accordance with Item 192.2 as specified and 
directed by the standards of the ANSI -Z60.1, for the American Standard for Nursery Stock. 
Before taking possession of plants at delivery, all plants shall be inspected and graded as per the 
ANSI Z 60.1 specifications. The engineer shall reject any plant not meeting minimum sizes and 
dimension of the specification. 
 
As shown on the plan sheet (1 of 3), reference the “Root Ball Preparation and Maintenance” 
detail. Consideration shall be given for this procedure. 
As shown on the plan sheet, reference the “Tree Planting Detail.” Consideration shall be given 
for this procedure 
. 
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Compost:         
Compost shall be used as the planting it soil amendment.  The planting pit is also known as the 
hole for planting.              
As shown on details sheet, the back fill for the tree pit is Type (A) backfill. 
Shall use Backfill Type (A) for all project landscape sites locations. 
Backfill type (A) includes 25% General Use Compost (GUC) with 75% soil taken from the pit. 
Shall triple mix thoroughly. Fold back and forth the soil and the (GUC) and make fill soil 
mellow.  
Compost shall not be paid for directly but shall be considered incidental to Item 192.Landscape 
Planting. 
Furnish compost that has been produced by aerobic (biological) decomposition of organic matter 
and meets the requirements of the TxDOT specification. 
Before delivery of compost, shall provide to the engineer the quality control documentation as 
specified. (General Use Compost) generated from composted feedstock. 
 
 
Planting Pit Watering:  
As shown on the plans (1 of 3) of Planting and Establishment Details.  
Before tree planting begins, all open tree pits shall be pre-watered to 100% capacity of the pit. 
Root stimulator is not used during the pre-watering of the pits. 
Reference the (2) two dialog boxes; for root stimulator and the watering of newly planted trees. 
Consideration shall be given for these procedures. 
All trees shall receive root stimulator “Super Seaweed” as specified by the district horticulturalist 
and the engineer, or a true product approved equal. Water as specified during plant installation. 
As shown on the plan sheet (1 of 3), reference the dialog box for “Vegetative Watering Schedule 
for Trees, Shrubs and Vines.” Consideration shall be given to this procedure. 
Shall stake and secure all trees as shown on the plan sheet. Method of work and materials used, 
as directed by the engineer. 
 
Mulch and Steel Edging:  
As shown in the plans. To hold mulch in place, shall install an 8-foot diameter steel edging ring 
just outside and around the tree basin. The manufactured width of the steel edging is 6 inches. 
The circumference of the steel ring is calculated to 20 to 21 feet. To protect the steel from 
rusting, edging shall be powder coated dark green or brown by the manufacture. For the full 
circumference of the ring, the edging shall extend 4” evenly above the finished grade. The 
edging shall be reinforced and secured in place by spikes around the full circumference of the 
tree basin. The edging is a pay item and shall be paid for as each tree is completed and approved 
by the engineer. 
As shown on the plan detail, cover the total area with 4 inches of medium size wood chip mulch. 
Reference the planting details sheet for more information. 
Mulch and the staking of trees shall not be paid for directly but shall be considered subsidiary to 
Item 192. 
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Plant Maintenance: 
Reference Item 192.3.15 for plant maintenance. 
When all trees at a designated construction site are 100% planted, laid by and confirmed by 
engineer, shall begin the 90 days of plant maintenance. 
 
Reference Sheet 2 of 3 of the Planting and Establishment Details sheets. 
EXPANDED DESCRIPTION OF 90 MAINTENANCE for Item 192.3.15: Landscape Planting 
Maintenance. 
 
Watering and Maintenance. 
As specified in plan sheet dialog box, water trees 3 times per week.  
Consideration shall be given for these procedures. 
Some months or seasonal periods of the year, the sites might not require weekly watering. Do 
check the site and water to keep the root ball and soils always wet. Do consult with Engineer or 
the TxDOT Horticulturalist for the directive. This may include the following months for 
consideration. November, December, January, February, March, and April. Shall continue to 
meter water usage and shall show the amount of water applied to each site each week. To control 
mulch wash out and erosion of the pit, shall use a 5/8-inch hose. Shall place on the end of the 
hose a screw on bubbler. Water volume shall be 15 GPM maximum. 
Most important, shall keep the applied water only around the tree root ball. Do maintain only a 
(one half inch) mulch cover over the root ball after each water cycle.   Shall document and show 
records to engineer. Continue to meter water usage and record the amount of water applied to 
site weekly. 
 
Plant Basin Maintenance:  
Shall inspect and rework mulch and pit basins every 30 days. Reshape or replace edging and 
mulch as directed. As shown in the planting details, sheet 1of 3, shall maintain mulch around the 
8-foot diameter metal edging of the newly planted trees. 
 
Plant Supports: 
As directed by the engineer, maintain planting support stakes and the connector binding 
connected to the tree. Shall check and confirm that the connector binding is not rubbing and 
damaging the tree bark of the tree or its branches. 
Shall check and confirm that the tree is plumb and secured in place. 
Shall check and secure support stakes in the ground. 
 
Plant Replacement. 
As directed by the engineer, inspect, and replace monthly (First week of every month) all 
weakened or dead plants in planting pits. 
Reference sheet 1 of 2 of the Planting and Establishment Details sheet of the plans.  
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Reference the General Notes written here and within for Item 192. 
 
Note:      If during this maintenance time period plants do weaken or die, shall remove, and 
replace with new trees of the same specification. Once the tree replacement is confirmed, the 90 
days of maintenance begins once again for the replacement. Replace dead materials as per the 
engineer every 30 days. Shall take ownership of dead, discarded, trees. 
 
Note:     Shall document items of work completed monthly.  Includes metered water reports to 
the engineer for each landscape construction site. Shall show a work summary report every two 
weeks or as directed to the engineer. 
At any time during all phases of landscape planting, any materials or work performed not in 
accordance with the plans and specifications shown, shall be replaced and / or reworked until in 
compliance. 
Any procedures implemented incorrectly with the shown plans, specifications and general notes, 
shall be made correct at the contractor expense. 
 
,  
Item 193 Landscape Establishment   
 
For the work to be completed, shall reference Item 193 in the TxDOT 2014 Standard 
Specification for Construction and Maintenance or Highways, Streets, and Bridges 2014 for 
specifications, dimensions, volumes. and measurements not shown.  
 
Shall reference and Use the Planting and Establishment Details Sheets for the full 12 months of 
the establishment period. All cultural practices and materials required for establishment and 
maintenance are specified within and directed by the plan sheet (3 of 3) and the General Notes. 
  
Shall reference Watering and Maintenance written above. 
Shall reference Plant Basin and Worksite Maintenance written above. 
Shall reference Plant Basin Maintenance written above. 
Shall reference Plant Supports written above. 
Shall reference Plant Replacement written above. 
 
 
Mowing Trimming and Edging: 
  
As directed by the engineer, mow vegetation in and directly around tree grass areas of the site. 
Monthly, shall mow and keep the vegetation at a 6-inch height of cut. 
May require additional mowing during a wet period of the growing season. Mow only when the 
site is dry and firm. Not cause rutting to grass areas. 
As directed by the engineer and this general note; not use mowers, weed eaters or pulling of 
weeds within the first 8 feet around trees. Keep this area vegetation free. Shall keep the mulch 
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100% visible. Mow all vegetation outside of the tree edging, 20 feet out.  May use weed trimers 
and zero turn mowers, small tractor mower, to mow vegetation outside the edging. 
Not mow over the metal edging. String trim the edge only. Equipment damage to edging is not 
allowed. Simple damages shall be replaced at contractors expense. 
 
Plant Basin, Bed, and Worksite Maintenance:  
Shall inspect and rework planting basins every 30 days. Reshape or regrade mulch in beds. 
Maintain or replace mulch in the case of flooding and wind erosion. 
As shown in the planting details, sheet 1of 3, shall maintain mulch around the 8-foot perimeter of 
the newly planted trees. Not use herbicides sprayers. Shall use handheld wick applicators when 
applying Glyphosate herbicide to control vegetation in tree ring area. Keep the handheld wick 
devise working properly with no leaks or drips. Shall keep the 8-foot zone around the new tree 
always vegetation free.  Inspect the tree root zone area every 31 Days for vegetation 
development. 
 
Plant Supports: 
As directed by the engineer, maintain support stakes and the connector binding connected to the 
newly planted tree. Shall check and confirm that the connector binding is not rubbing and 
damaging the tree bark of the tree or its branches. 
Shall check and confirm that the tree is plumb and secure. 
Shall check and secure stakes deep in the ground. 
 
Plant Replacement. 
As directed by the engineer, inspect, and replace monthly (First week of every month) all 
weakened or dead plants in planting beds. 
Reference sheet 1 of 3 of the Planting and Establishment Details sheet of the plans.  
Reference the General Notes written here and within for Item 192. 
Reference the Plant specification sheet for plant identification. 
 
. 
Item 502  Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling   
 
Adjust the traffic control setup such that rumble strips are not placed in areas of heavily rutted 
pavements, unpaved surfaces, or horizontal curves. 
    
The contractor shall have the option of using either plastic drums, vertical panels, grabber cones 
or a combination where drums are shown as channelizing devices, as approved by the engineer. 
Plastic drums shall be used in all transition areas in accordance with BC(8)-18 and WZ(TD)-17. 
 
Item 6185 Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) and Trailer Attenuator (TA) 
 
In addition to the shadow vehicles with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) that are specified as 
being required on the traffic control plan for this project, provide 0 additional shadow vehicle(s) 
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with TMA for TCP (2-1)-18 and (2-2)-18 as detailed on the General Notes of this standard 
sheets. 
 
Therefore, 1 total shadow vehicles with TMA will be required for this type of work. The 
contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these operations will be ongoing 
at the same time to determine the total number Of TMAs needed for the project. 
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