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 General Notes 

General Requirements 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

David.Rohmer@txdot.gov David Rohmer, P.E.  
Michael Reynolds, P.E. Michael.Reynolds@txdot.gov 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

This is a one-year contract for roadside mowing.  Work will be performed on various roadways 
in Cooke County.  Inspection will be handled through the Gainesville Maintenance Office, 
located in Gainesville, phone number (940) 665-5071.    

Liquidated Damages as stated in Special Provision, “Schedule of Liquidated Damages”, will be 
assessed if a cycle is not completed within the specified number of working days. 

Bid Item Specific General Notes 

Item 4 – Scope of Work 

If agreed upon in writing by both parties to the contract, the contract may be extended for an 
additional period of time not to exceed the original contract time period.  The extended contract 
will be for the original bid quantities, terms and conditions plus any applicable change orders. 

Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities 

No significant traffic generator events identified for this project. 

Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress 

Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own and as such, is separate from other 
contracts.  A contractor awarded multiple contracts, must be capable and sufficiently staffed to 
concurrently process any or all contracts at the same time. 
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For this project, contract time will be computed as described in Item 8 based on a Standard 
Workweek (8.3.1.4.) 

Item 502 – Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling 

All barricades, signs and traffic handling will not be paid for directly but will be considered 
subsidiary. 

Use the plans, “Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways” 
and requirements of the Engineer for the traffic control plan for this project.  Any variations must 
be approved by the Engineer.   

Flags will be required to mark outside edges of mowers. 

Remove all signs when mowing or trimming is not in progress.   

Work vehicles within 30 feet of the traveled way will have working strobe lights or rotating 
beacons visible from all directions.  

All workers are required to wear appropriate OSHA approved personal protective equipment, 
(fluorescent safety vest, hard hats, safety toed shoes, etc.), at all times while outside of vehicles 
on the project.  

Perform all construction work in daylight hours unless the engineer approves nighttime work in 
writing. Do not allow any construction equipment to be placed on the roadway until 30 minutes 
after sunrise and ensure that all construction equipment is removed from the roadway 30 minutes 
before sunset. Sunrise and sunset times will be as determined by NOAA at the following 
website https://gml.noaa.gov/grad/solcalc/sunrise.html 

The use of Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMAs) will be required when mowing narrow strips of 
vegetation near cable barrier, metal beam guard fence, other areas identified by the Engineer, 
and/or where conventional mowing operations encroach pavement.  

Truck Mounted Attenuators will not be required when the Contractor is able to mow narrow 
strips of vegetation near cable barrier, metal beam guard fence, and/or other areas while NOT 
encroaching the pavement with mowing equipment. If the Contractor encroaches the pavement 
(shoulders and/or travel lanes) then a mobile operation Traffic Control Plan will be required. 
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Item 730 – Roadside Mowing  
 
Strip Mowing is defined as an area of approximately 15 feet wide from the edge of pavement. 
Where there are medians and outer separation areas, mow medians and outer separation areas 
entirely, including non-mow areas or as directed by the Engineer. Scheduling of the strip 
mowing will be at the discretion of the Maintenance Supervisor and/or Area Engineer. 
 
Full Width Mowing is defined as the width of the entire Right-of-Way, including non-mow 
areas.  
 
Trees that are in the Right-of-Way are considered fixed objects.    
 
Hand-trim around fixed objects within mowing area and Right-of-Way as directed by the 
Engineer. 
 
When debris is encountered within the Right-of-Way, mow vegetation around debris. Hand-
trimming may be necessary to remove all the vegetation around debris. Notify inspector of 
location so debris can be removed from ROW.  
 
In areas where cable median barrier exist, narrow strips of vegetation will be mowed with a rigid 
frame mower or as approved in writing by the Engineer. 
 
Other construction and/or maintenance contracts may be underway on roadsides to be mowed in 
the contract.  The Engineer will determine if these roadsides are to be mowed or not.  When 
necessary, coordinate with other contractors that are working in the area. 
  
Repair damage caused by the contractor’s operation, to the highway right of way, signs, fences, 
delineators, plant materials or any other appurtenances, part of or adjacent to the highway 
facility.  If damage is not repaired within five (5) calendar days, TxDOT may elect to perform 
the repairs and charge the contractor accordingly.  The following is the amount that will be 
withheld from the estimate for each device damaged: 
 

 Delineator = $100.00 each 
 Sign  = $250.00 each  
 Other  =  Based upon actual labor, equipment, and material costs 

 
For each cycle required a work order will be sent to the contractor containing the following 
information: 

 Type of mowing and total number of acres to be mowed 
 Working days allowed to complete the cycle  
 Date time charges for the cycle will begin 

 
Working days allowed to complete a cycle will be determined by dividing the total number of 
acres required for the cycle by the production rate. The production rate will be 75 acres per 
working day for strip mowing and 100 acres per working day for full width mowing.   A fraction 
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of a day will be rounded up to the nearest whole number.  If the total number of working days is 
not used during the completion of the work required within one cycle, the working days will not 
be carried forward to any cycle period. 
 
Ensure no clumps or mounds of grass are left within the right of way after mowing has been 
completed. Use necessary work methods to safely remove clumps of grass as directed by the 
Engineer. Clumps of grass shall be removed from the right of way to consider the mowing cycle 
complete for the work order issued, time charges will continue and/or payment will be withheld 
until the mowing cycle has been completed. This work will not be paid for directly but will be 
considered subsidiary. 
 
Item 6185 – TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATOR (TMA) AND TRAILER 
ATTENUATOR (TA) 
 
This item will be measured by the DAY for each TMA/TA set up and operational on the 
worksite.   
 
Truck mounted attenuators will be required as shown in the traffic control plan.  If a TMA used 
on this project has been modified, repaired or any alterations have been made since it was 
manufactured, the contractor is required to provide certification from the manufacturer that the 
TMA will perform as designed.  
 
Submit make and model of TMA(s) to be used on the project and manufacturer’s 
recommendations for proper use of equipment. 
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