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 General Notes Sheet A 

 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT MAINTENANCE GENERAL NOTES 

2014 SPECIFICATIONS 
 

Special Notes: 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Area Engineer:  Edrean Cheng Edrean.Cheng@txdot.gov  
Asst. Area Engineer: Oscar Chavez  Oscar.R.Chavez@txdot.gov  
Design Manager: Jana Robinson                       Jana.Robinson@txdot.gov 
 
Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  The webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 
https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 
 
All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer.  All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. 
 
The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left.  Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 
 
General Notes: 
 
Plans are required for this project. Plans may be obtained from one of the plan companies listed in 
the �Special Notice to Contractors�, or viewed at Texas Department of Transportation�s 
(TxDOT�s) Internet site at https://www.txdot.gov/business/letting-bids/plans-online.html. 
 
Contract Prosecution: Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own and as such, is 
separate from other contracts. A Contractor awarded multiple contracts must be capable and 
sufficiently staffed to concurrently process and/or execute all contracts and work orders at the 
same time. 
 
Furnish crew(s) and equipment capable of maintaining work in a continuous manner for the 
completion of the work listed on the work order. 
 
Personnel will be experienced in items of work in the contract which they will be performing.  
Safety vests and hard hats will be pre-approved and worn at all times outside vehicles within the 
work area. Safety vests shall be Class III. 
 
Provide and maintain a dedicated email address for receipt of work orders and correspondence 
throughout the term of this contract.  
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Project Description - This project consists of Bridge Preventative Maintenance on SH 114 within 
Wise Count as shown in the contract and defined in these general notes and specifications.  
Coordinate all work through the Maintenance Office listed below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prior to mobilizing equipment into the Fort Worth District, all equipment will be clean and free 
of any debris from prior use in other districts or counties.  
 
Contractor will be responsible for notifying a �one call� center when necessary.  It will also be 
the Contractor�s responsibility to notify the City and State for any utility and line locations.  
Telephone numbers are listed below: 
 

TxDOT Traffic Operations Center (817)-370-3661  
DIG TESS 1-(800)-344-8377 

 
This is not to be considered a complete list of contacts.  Contractor may need to contact 
additional agencies for utilities and line locations.  Provide TxDOT with confirmation tickets of 
utility and line locates. 
 
Item 5 Control of the Work 
 
When supplementary bridge plans, shop drawings, shop details, erection drawings, working 
drawings, forming plans, or other drawings are required, prepare and submit drawings on sheets 
8-1/2 by 11 inches, 17 by 22 inches, or full size drawings reduced to half scale if completely 
legible.  If, in the opinion of the Engineer, the drawings are not completely legible, prepare and 
submit on sheets 22 by 34 inches, with a 1-1/2 inch left margin, and 1/2 inch top, right, and bottom 
margins.  
  
Submit all sheets with a title in the lower right hand corner.  The title must include the sheet index 
data shown on the lower right corner of the project plans, name of the structure or element or 
stream, sheet numbering for the shop drawings, name of the fabricator and the name of the 
Contractor. 
 
Item 7 Legal Relations and Responsibilities  
 
Item 7.2.4. Public Safety and Convenience.  Personal vehicles will not be parked within the 
right-of-way at any time, including any section closed to the traveling public.    
  
Operations will be curtailed or halted during special events that may result in delays or 
congestion to the traveling public.   
 

Jack/Wise 
1710 W. US 380 

Decatur, Texas 76234 
(940) 626-3400 



Project Number: RMC 6388-99-001 Sheet 3C  
 
County:   Wise Control: 6388-99-001 
 
Highway:  SH 114 
 

 General Notes Sheet C 

No work that restricts or interferes with traffic shall be allowed from 3:00 pm on the day preceding 
the Holiday or Event to 9:00 am on the day after the Holiday or Event.  The following 
Holiday/Event lane closure restriction requirements apply to this project: 
 

Holiday Lane Closure Restrictions 
New Year�s Eve and New Year�s Day 
(December 31 through January 1) 

3 PM December 30 through 9 AM January 2 
 

Easter Holiday Weekend (Friday through 
Sunday) 

3PM Thursday through 9 AM Monday 
 

Memorial Day Weekend (Friday through 
Monday) 

3 PM Thursday through 9 AM Tuesday 
 

Independence Day (July 3 through July 5) 
 

3 PM July 2 through 9 AM July 6  
 

Labor Day Weekend (Friday through 
Monday) 
 

3 PM Thursday through 9 AM Tuesday 

Thanksgiving Holiday (Wednesday through 
Sunday) 
 

3 PM Tuesday through 9 AM Monday 

Christmas Holiday (December 23 through 
December 26) 
 

3 PM December 22 through 9 AM December 
27 

 
No lane closures within approximately 1 mile proximity (based on potential impact) of major 
retail traffic generators (i.e. malls) (Thanksgiving Day through January 2). This includes the 
events listed below: 
 

Event Lane Closure Restrictions 

3 PM the day preceding Event to 9 AM the day after the Event 
NASCAR Nationwide and Sprint Cup Series 
(Held in late March/early April & Late 
October/early November) 

Indy Series Racing and NASCAR 
Truck Series (Held in June) 
 

 
 
The above list of events is not all inclusive and should be added to or adjusted as needed.   When 
deemed necessary, the Engineer will modify the list of major events when new events develop, 
existing events are rescheduled, or when warranted. 
 
Modifications to Lane Closure / Work Restrictions: 
 
Submit a request in writing for approval by the Engineer a minimum of 10 days in advance of 
implementing a change to lane closure restrictions. 
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When deemed necessary, the Engineer will lengthen, shorten, or otherwise modify lane closure 
restrictions as traffic conditions warrant. 
 
Item 8 Prosecution and Progress 
 
Item 8.1.  Prosecution of Work. 
This contract has site-specific work. Notification of site-specific work will be executed by initial 
work order. Work will begin no later than 7 calendar days from issuance of the work order letter 
and continuously processed to completion unless otherwise approved by the Engineer.  
 
Notify section supervisor twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the date and time the Contractor 
plans to commence work.  
 
Item 8.3. Computation of Contract Time for Completion. 
   
Working days will be charged in accordance with Section 8.3.1.4., �Standard Workweek�.   
 
Working days for work orders will be calculated by dividing quantities by production rate.  A 
fraction of the day will be rounded up to the next whole number.  If the total number of working 
days is not used during the completion of the work order the working days will not be carried 
forward to a subsequent work order.  Each work order will define the total number of working 
days for that work order as defined in Section 8.3.1.4. Standard Work Week in the Standard 
Specifications For Construction And Maintenance Of Highways, Streets, And Bridges. 
 
The Engineer has the right to grant additional time or terminate a work order if inordinate amounts 
of adverse weather conditions occur.  These conditions may be roadway icing, excessive rainfall, 
or any other weather condition that could prevent the contractor from completing a work order in 
the time specified.  If a work order is terminated, the Contractor will only be paid for the work that 
has been satisfactorily completed on the work order. 
 
Item 8.3.2. Restricted Work Hours. 
Perform work as shown below, unless otherwise approved:    
 

Daytime Work Nighttime Work 
9:00 am � 3:00 pm  
Monday � Friday 

 Saturday-Optional 

7:00 pm � 6:00 am 
Sunday � Thursday 

  
 

Excluding National Holidays 

 
The contractor has the option of working on Saturdays or State holidays with forty-eight (48) 
hour advance notice. Work on Sundays or National holidays will not be permitted without 
written permission from the Engineer. 
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Working day charges for nighttime work will be charged against the night in which work begins. 
 
Item 8.5.  Project Schedules. 
Prepare the schedules as a Bar Chart. Schedules must be submitted by the twentieth (20th) day of 
every month. 
 
Item 8.6. Failure to Complete Work on Time. 
The response time specified in the contract is an essential element. Liquidated damages will be 
assessed when the Contractor fails to begin work within the specified response times for any 
Item(s). The dollar amount specified in this contract will be deducted from any money due or to 
become due for any Items(s) and will continue to be deducted for each day until work begins. This 
amount will be assessed not as a penalty, but as liquidated damages.  
 
Failure to complete a project in the working days specified in the work order, time charges will 
continue for each working day until work is completed for that work order.  The amount assessed 
for liquidated damages will be based on the total value of the original contract, in accordance with 
Special Provision 000-1243, not the estimated amount on individual work orders. 
 
When a minimum production rate is shown in the plans, liquidated damages will be charged for 
each working day the minimum production rate is not met. 
 
Item 9 Measurement and Payment 
 
Item 9.6. Payment for Material on Hand (MOH). 
Payment for MOH will only be made for materials by written approval of the Engineer. 
 
Item 132.  Embankment. 
 
Compact embankment in accordance with Section 132.3.4.1, �Ordinary Compaction.� 
 
Perform Tex-106-E (Plasticity Index) by an approved laboratory on excavated soils from sources 
outside right of way when used in roadways embankment.  Provide the test results at no expense 
to the Department. 
 
Do not use shaley clays in embankment unless approved in writing. 
 
Item 164.  Seeding for Erosion Control 
 
Apply seeding required between December 1 and January 31 using seed types and mixtures as 
shown in Item 164.2.1, Table 3.  If, in the opinion of the Engineer, this does not provide an effective 
vegetative cover, apply �straw or hay mulch� as specified in Article 164.3.2, �Straw or Hay Mulch 
Seeding� as soon as possible.  After February 1, apply warm season seeding in order to establish 
a permanent protective vegetative cover. 
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Item 166.  Fertilizer 
 
Fertilize all areas of project to be seeded or sodded. 
 
Item 168.  Vegetative Watering 
 
Furnish and install an approved rain gauge at the project site, as directed.  Furnishing and 
installation of the rain gauge will not be paid for directly, but will be subsidiary to Item 168. 
 
Apply vegetative watering for an establishment period of thirteen weeks following application of 
seed or installation of sod, at a rate of 1/2 inch of water depth per week (approximately 13,030 
gallons per acre).  During the first four weeks after seeding, apply water twice per week, on non-
consecutive days, each at half the weekly application rate.  For the remainder of the establishment 
period, apply vegetative watering once per week during the months of January through June or 
September through December, at the weekly application rate; apply watering twice per week, on 
non-consecutive days during the months of July and August, each at one-half the weekly 
application rate. 
 
Average weekly rainfall rates for the District are: 
 
 January�0.39" April�0.86"  July�0.48"  October�0.68"  

February�0.46" May�1.00"  August�0.47" November�0.46" 
 March�0.48"  June�0.63"  September�0.74" December�0.37" 
 
Item 421. Hydraulic Cement Concrete. 
 
Furnish mix designs to the Engineer in a format compatible to the latest version of the 
Department�s Construction Management System (Site Manager).  Mix Design templates will be 
provided by the Engineer. 
 
Include the approved mix design number on each delivery ticket. 
 
Item 432.  Riprap 
 
Provide weep holes as directed. 
 
The quantities for riprap at the location indicated may be varied to the extent necessary to ensure 
proper functioning for the purpose intended. 
 
Locations and lengths of riprap flumes shown on the plans are approximate.  Actual lengths and 
locations are to be determined in the field. 
 
Item 500.  Mobilization.   
 
Mobilization will be paid by lump sum.  
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Item 502. Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling.   
 
Provide equipment such as trucks, trailers, autos, etc., with highly visible omni-directional warning 
flashing lights.  These lights will be used within the work zone at all times.  Provide forward facing 
arrow panel on lead vehicles when working in a continuous turn lanes.  The Engineer will approve 
all equipment and vehicles prior to use. 
 
Mount signs on their own stands.  Attach two (2) brightly colored safety flags to each sign.  Do 
not hang or lean signs on or against any other sign post or delineator post.  Erect signs in such a 
manner that they will not obstruct the traveling public�s view of normal roadway signing or 
obstruct sight distance at intersections or curves. 
 
Shadow vehicles equipped with Truck-Mounted Attenuators (TMA�s) are required as shown on 
all Traffic Control Plan (TCP) Standards.  Striping will be required on the back panel of truck 
mounted attenuators, and will be 8 inches of red and white stripes placed on an inverted �V� 
design.  Sheeting will conform to departmental material Specification D-9-8300, Type �C�.  
  
Provide signing and traffic control in compliance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (TMUTCD), latest edition, and the appropriate traffic control method as outlined 
in the TMUTCD, and elsewhere in the plans. 
 
Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS) shown on the Traffic Control Plan (TCP) Standards 
as �optional� will be required on this contract.  Additional PCMS may be required and will be paid 
for under the appropriate bid item.  PCMS shall be placed a minimum of 48 hours in advance of 
work on all roadways, and 7 days in advance of work on Tier 1 roadways. 
 
Lane closures will be required on roadways as indicated in the plans and will be a maximum of 
two (2) miles from beginning of taper to end of closure.  Lane closures will also be required on 
roadways allowing mobile operations in areas with inadequate field of view as determined by the 
Engineer. 
 
Provide a Department Approved Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) behind all equipment 
overhanging roadway travel lanes.  Trailer all slow moving vehicles (designed to operate 25mph 
or less) crossing freeway main lanes. 
 
Existing signs are to remain as long as they do not interfere with construction and they do not 
conflict with the traffic control plan. 
  
Any sign not detailed in the plans but called for in the layout will be as shown in the current 
"Standard Highway Sign Designs for Texas�. 
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When traffic is obstructed, arrange warning devices in accordance with the latest edition of the 
"Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices". 
 
Cover or remove any work zone signs when work or condition referenced is not occurring. 
 
Do not place barricades, signs, or any other traffic control devices where they interfere with sight 
distance at driveways or side streets. Provide access to all driveways during all phases of 
construction unless otherwise noted in the plans or as directed. 
 
Dedicated personnel must be on duty to maintain barricades. 
 
Equipment and materials will not be left within thirty feet (30�) of the travel lane during non-
working hours. 
 
Submit a lighting plan for nighttime work for TxDOT review and approval. 
Provide Multi-Directional Lighting Device (MDLD) for nighttime work with the following quality 
requirements: 
 

 Provide a 2000 watt (minimum) SIROCCO lighting balloon, Airstar lighting or 
equivalent 

 It is the intent of the MDLD lighting to supplement the Portable Road Light and 
Power Unit used to illuminate work areas during night work hours. 
 

 Provide MDLD units which can self-inflate and are capable of illuminating 
approximately 15,000 sq. ft. 
 

 Provide MDLD units of 1.1 meter horizontal diameter and capable of 
withstanding 60 mph winds when fully inflated and operating. 

 
 Provide MDLD units with two (2) 1,000 watt halogen bulbs recommended by the 

manufacturer. 
 
 
Item 502.4.2. Law Enforcement Personnel. 
If off-duty uniformed police officers are to be used during daytime hours, obtain prior approval 
from the Engineer.  Nighttime closures will require off-duty uniformed police officer(s).  All off-
duty uniformed police officers will have marked police vehicle(s) with jurisdiction and full police 
power in the city or county where the work is being performed.  Determine and agree upon the 
number of off-duty uniformed police officers in advance of the work.  Off-duty police officers will 
be paid for through force account.  Fill out Form 318 �Daily Report on Law Enforcement� to check 
against invoice for officers. 
 
Item 506.  Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls 
 
The SW3P for this project will consist of using the following items as directed: 
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 Erosion control logs 
 Construction exits 

Item 540. Metal Beam Guard Fence  

The locations and lengths of guard fence shown on the plans are approximate.  Actual lengths and 
locations are to be determined in the field. 

The tops of timber posts will be domed.  Beveled tops will not be permitted for timber or steel 
posts. 

When holes for timber posts are drilled below bottom of proposed grade, backfill the excessive 
depth with an acceptable sand.  The furnishing and installation of the sand backfill will not be paid 
for directly but will be subsidiary to this Item. 

When guardrail posts are placed in a finished surface, backfill the top 4 inches with an asphaltic 
material, domed to carry water away from the posts or as shown on the plans.  The furnishing and 
installation of the asphaltic material backfill will not be paid for directly but will be subsidiary to 
this Item. 

When connecting a Thrie-Beam to a concrete wingwall, bridge rail, CTB, etc., drill the holes for 
bolt placement using rotary or core type equipment.  Use a core type drill when reinforcing steel 
is encountered.  Do not use percussion or impact drilling.  Repair damage to the concrete and 
spalls exceeding ½� from the edge of the hole.

Item 542. Removing Metal Beam Guard Fence.  

Remove existing metal beam guard fence only when authorized. 

Item 6001. Portable Changeable Message Sign. 

Provide electronic portable changeable message sign unit(s) as directed.  

If more than one (1) crew works on the same day, but in different locations, each crew will use 
portable changeable message signs and arrow panels. 

Each sign will have the following eighteen (18) messages programmed in its permanent memory: 

1. Ramp Closed Ahead
2. Use Other Routes
3. Right Lane Closed
4. Left Lane Closed
5. Closed Ahead
6. Two Lane
7. Detour Ahead
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8. Thru Traffic
9. Be Prepared To Stop
10. Merging Traffic
11. Expect 15 Minute Delay
12. Max Speed **MPH
13. Merge Right
14. Merge Left
15. No Exit Next ** Miles
16. Various Lanes Closed
17. Two Left Lanes Closed
18. Two right Lanes Closed

Item 6185. Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMA).  

The total number of truck mounted attenuators (TMA) required when utilizing the traffic control 
standards are shown in the tables below. 

TCP 1 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(1-4)-18 1 

TCP 2 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(2-1)-18 All 1 

Shadow vehicles equipped for truck mounted attenuators (TMA) for mobile and stationary 
operations must be available for use at any time as determined by the Engineer. 

The Contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these operations will be 
ongoing at the same time to determine the total number of TMA needed for the project for those 
times per plan requirements.  Additional TMAs used that are not specified in the plans in which 
the Contractor expects compensation will require prior approval from the Engineer.   
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