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Project Number: Sheet 

County: Webb Control: 0018-05-090 

Highway: IH35 

General Notes Sheet A 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following 
individual(s): 

Luis G. Urbina – Luis.Urbina@txdot.gov   

Angel Martinez – Angel.Martinez@txdot.gov 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. This 
webpage can be accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at 
the following Address:  

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any 
corresponding responses that are generated will be posted through the same 
Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A webpage for each project can be accessed by using the 
dashboard to navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering 
the dashboard using the controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the 
project you want to view the Q&A for and click on the link in the window that pops 
up.  

Item 5 - Control of the Work 

The Contractor shall maintain and preserve the integrity of all “existing survey 
markers” by avoiding the disturbance of such markers, which include all control 
points (horizontal and/or vertical), stakes, marks, and right-of-way markers.  The 
Department will repair all Contractor disturbed control points, stakes, marks, and 
right-of-way markers.  The cost for any and all repairs to the “existing survey 
markers” will be deducted from money due or to become due to the Contractor.  

Reference all existing striping and pavement markings in a manner which allow 
the markings to be re-established.  Place extra reference (if needed) to ensure 
that the markings (lane lines, edge lines, ramp gores, etc.) are in-line with signs 
on OSB’s, TMS arrows, etc. 

Contact the Laredo District Signal Section (956-712-7770) for coordination with 
TxDOT underground lines and/or facilities. 

Prior to construction must call 811 to verify any utilities located within project 
limits.  Contractor will also coordinate with utility owners listed below for any 
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General Notes Sheet B 

adjustments needed to sanitary sewer manholes, water valves, gas valve, 
telecommunication, television manhole located within project limits.  The utility 
company is responsible for any adjustment when necessary.  The work should 
be performed in a manner as to not delay construction contractor work activity. 

Item 7 - Legal Relations and Responsibilities 

No significant traffic generator events identified. 

Jurisdictional Waters of the United States and Project Specific Locations (PSL) 
Coordination - This project requires permit(s) with environmental resource 
agencies.  There is a high probability that environmentally sensitive areas will be 
encountered on contractor designated project specific locations (PSLS) for the 
project (including but not limited to haul roads, equipment staging areas, parking 
areas, etc.).   
Requirements for Work within Jurisdictional Waters of the United States: 
The department has been authorized to perform work within designated areas of 
the project under U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) nationwide permit 
(NWP) #14 and/or #3a and/or #3b.   

The contractor will not initiate activities in a project specific location (PSL) 
associated with a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) permit area (i.e. an 
area where the USACE has jurisdiction) that has not been previously evaluated 
by the USACE as part of the permitting for this project.  Such activities include, 
but are not limited to, haul roads, equipment staging areas, borrow and disposal 
sites.  Associated defined here includes materials delivered to or from the PSL. 
The permit area includes all waters of the U.S. and their associated wetlands 
affected by activities associated with this project.  Special restrictions may be 
required for such work in these USACE jurisdictional areas.  The contractor will 
be responsible for any and all consultations with the USACE regarding activities, 
including PSLs, which have not been previously evaluated by the USACE.  The 
Contractor will provide the department with a copy of all consultation(s) or 
approval(s) from the USACE prior to initiating activities. 

The contractor may proceed with activities in PSLs that do not affect a USACE 
permit area if a self-determination has been made that the PSL is 
non-jurisdictional or proper USACE clearances have been obtained in 
jurisdictional areas or have been previously evaluated by the USACE as part of 
the permit review of this project.  The contractor is solely responsible for 
documenting any determination(s) that their activities do not affect a USACE 
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permit area.  The contractor will maintain copies of their determination(s) for 
review by the department and/or any regulatory agency. 

The disturbed area for all project locations in the Contract, and the Contractor 
project specific locations (PSLs) within 1 mile of the project limits for the 
Contract, will further establish the authorization requirements for storm water  
discharges. The Department will obtain an authorization to discharge storm water 
from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the 
construction activities shown on the plans. The Contractor is to obtain required 
authorization from the TCEQ for Contractor PSLs for construction support 
activities on or off the ROW.  When the total area disturbed in the Contract and 
PSLs within 1 mile of the project limits exceeds 5 acres, the Contractor shall 
provide a copy of the Contractor Notice of Intent (NOI) for the PSLs to the 
Engineer and to the local government operating a municipal separate storm 
sewer system (MS4) if applicable.  If the total area of project disturbed areas and 
PSLs total between 1-acre but less than 5-acres, the Contractor shall post the 
appropriate Contractor Construction Site Notice for all Contractor PSLs to be in 
compliance with TCEQ storm water regulations. 

In order to expedite the approval process for PSLs or to eliminate or minimize 
potential impacts to project progress, initiate coordination efforts with the 
U.S.A.C.E. within 30 days from the date of “authorization to begin work” for all 
PSLs that are in areas where the USACE has jurisdiction (i.e. USACE permit 
areas).  If this is not done, the contractor waives the right to request any contract 
time considerations if project progress is impacted and PSL’S approval is still 
pending. 

Requests submitted to the area engineer will be evaluated on this basis and will 
require documentation showing substantial early coordination efforts to expedite 
the approval process as herein stated.  The request will include a detailed 
chronological summary status with dates of coordination activities with the 
resource agencies, including those occurring after the initial coordination, to be 
reviewed and confirmed by the district’s environmental section. 

For PSLs that fall within USACE permit areas, the Contractor must document 
and coordinate with the USACE, if required, before any excavation hauled from 
or embankment hauled into a USACE permit area by either (1) or (2) below. 

1. Restricted Use of Materials for Previously Evaluated Permit Areas. The
Contractor will document both the project specific location (PSL) and their
authorization, and the Contractor will maintain copies for review by the
Department and/or any regulatory agency.  When an area within the project

Project Number: Sheet

County: Webb Control: 0018-05-090 

Highway: IH35 

General Notes Sheet D 

limits has been evaluated by the USACE as part of the permit process for this 
project, then: 
a. Suitable excavation of required material in the areas shown on the plans

and cross sections as specified in Item 110 is used for permanent or
b. temporary fill (Item 132, Embankment) within a USACE permit area may be

restricted.
c. Suitable embankment (Item 132) from within the USACE permit area is

used as fill within a USACE evaluated area may be restricted; and,
d. Unsuitable excavation or excess excavation [“Waste”] (Item 110) that is

disposed of at an approved location within a USACE evaluated area may
be restricted.

2. Contractor Materials from Areas Other than Previously Evaluated Areas. The
Contractor will provide the Department with a copy of all USACE coordination
or approvals before initiating any activities for an area within the project limits
that has not been evaluated by the USACE or for any off-right-of-way locations
used for the following, but not limited to, haul roads, equipment staging areas,
borrow and disposal sites, including:
a. Item 132, Embankment, used for temporary or permanent fill within a

USACE permit area; and,
b. Unsuitable excavation or excess excavation [“Waste”] (Item 110,

Excavation) that is disposed of outside a USACE evaluated area.

Storm Water Regulations Requirements: 
The Contractor shall be responsible for (off ROW) PSLs applicable to the TCEQ 
Construction General Permit (CGP) requirements and will notify the Engineer of 
the disturbed acreage within one (1) mile of the project limits.  The Contractor 
shall obtain any required authorization form the TCEQ for any Contractor PSLs 
for construction support activities on or off ROW. 

The total area disturbed for this project is 8 acres. The disturbed area in this 
project, all project locations in the Contract, and the Contractor project specific 
locations (PSLs), within 1 mile of the project limits, for the Contract will further 
establish the authorization requirements for storm water discharges. The 
Department will obtain an authorization to discharge storm water from the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the construction activities 
shown on the plans. The Contractor is to obtain required authorization from the 
TCEQ for Contractor PSLs for construction support activities on or off the ROW.  
When the total area disturbed in the Contract and PSLs within 1 mile of the 
project limits exceeds 5 acres, the Contractor shall provide a copy of the 
Contractor NOI for PSLs on the ROW to the Engineer and to the local 
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government that operates a municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4), if 
applicable. 

Item 8 - Prosecution and Progress 

Before starting work, provide a sequence of work and estimated progress 
schedule meeting the requirements of Section 8.5.2, “Progress Schedule.”  

No closures will be allowed on the weekends which include the following 
holidays:  January 1, the last Monday in May, July 4, the first Monday in 
September, the fourth Thursday in November, December 25 and Easter 
weekend. 

Nighttime work will be allowed to be performed, as approved and directed by the 
Engineer. Refer to the Sequence of Work, Traffic Control Plan, etc. shown in the 
plans, for other details. 

Equipment and material may be pre-staged at approved locations. 

Item 9 - Measurement and Payment 

Coordinate and provide off-duty law enforcement officers with officially marked 
vehicles during the following operations: transitioning to a new sequence of 
construction, lane closures, and/or during a one-way traffic control situation. For 
payment through TxDOT state force account method, complete the weekly 
tracking forms provided by the department and submit invoices that agree with 
the tracking form for payment at the end of each month approved services were 
provided. 

Submit Material on hand (MOH) payment requests at least Five (5) working days 
prior to the end of the month for payment on that month’s estimate. For out-of-
town MOH submit requests at least 10 working days prior to the end of the 
month. 

Item 100 - Preparing Right of Way 

Burning of brush will not be permitted. 

Do not begin any clearing operations until the trees and areas of vegetation that 
should not be removed or disturbed by construction activities have been 
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identified.  To ensure that these areas are not disturbed, place protection fencing 
as shown in the plans or as directed/approved by the Engineer. 

All right of way clearing operations will be coordinated with the project's SW3P 
and as directed/approved by the Engineer. 

Trim and remove brush and trees in order to construct the project or to provide a 
horizontal clearance of approximately 2 feet inside the right of way line and a 
vertical clearance of at least 12 feet.  For this operation, no vertical flailing 
equipment is allowed, and the Engineer will approve the method used. The limits 
are Sta 592+25.39 to Sta 692+00. 

Item 132 - Embankment 

The embankment material must be consistent and homogeneous, free from 
vegetation or other objectionable matter, reasonably free from lumps of earth and 
suitable for forming a stable embankment. 

For fill sections from embankment finished grade line and below, to a depth of 4 
feet: 
Field compact density to  98% dry density.  
Plasticity Index (PI) limit is: 5  PI  25.  
Liquid limit  45 

For all other fill sections, Plasticity Index (PI) limit is less than or equal to 30. 

 It is the Contractor’s responsibility to advise the Engineer of the location of the 
source sufficiently in advance to avoid delay. 

Item 134 - Backfilling Pavement Edges 

TY “A” material will meet the following testing requirements: 
Property Test Method Specification Limit 

Liquid limit Tex-104-E 45 
Plasticity index (PI) Tex-106-E 15 
Bar linear shrinkage Tex-107-E 2 

Or as directed by the Engineer. 

Item 164 - Seeding for Erosion Control  
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Drill seeding will be used for this project. Refer to the Laredo District Standard 
Revegetation notes and specifications for additional information. 

Item 166 - Fertilizer 

Fertilize all areas of project to be seeded or sodded. The work performed will not 
be measured or paid for directly, but will be subsidiary to pertinent items. 

Item 320 – Equipment for Hot Mix Asphalt Materials 

For staged construction, all longitudinal ACP joints shall be constructed with a 
3:1 to 6:1 taper.  For placement of 2 inches or more, the device will provide a 
maximum ½ inch vertical edge.  Outside edges (next to the grass/earth) will also 
have a taper or will be backfilled the same day. 

Final Surface course: all longitudinal ACP joints for the final Hot Mix surface 
course shall be in widths equal to travel lane widths so that all final course ACP 
joints will match the proposed lane striping (pavement markings), unless 
otherwise directed by the engineer.  

Item 354 - Planing and Texturing Pavement 

Contractor to retain ownership of planed materials. 

Pavement sections to be planed and overlaid are planed no more than one week 
prior to placing overlay. 

The contractor will not be allowed to remove all existing asphalt from (edge of 
pavement to edge of pavement) when TCP requires to be done in phases. 

The contractor will be responsible for verifying the existing asphalt depth at the  
bridge before beginning planing operations. The contractor will be responsible. 
for any needed repairs to the armor joint(s) and/or deck(s) as a result of the  
planing operations. The repairs will be conducted to the satisfaction of the 
Engineer. The Contractor will be responsible for all costs incurred for the repairs, 
including but not limited to materials, labor, equipment, and pertinent incidentals. 

Item 421 - Hydraulic Cement Concrete 
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Sulfate resistant cement concrete shall be used in all situations for structural 
elements in contact with the natural ground. These includes, but is not limited to, 
all reinforced concrete pipe, concrete box culverts, drill shafts, bridge columns, 
bridge abutments, wingwalls, approach slabs, inlets, manholes, junction boxes, 
ground boxes and all concrete riprap.   

Air entrainment is not required. If concrete is supplied with air entrainment, the 
concrete must adhere to the requirements of item 421.4.2.4.  

Item 429 - Concrete Structure Repair 

Use the following types of repair materials: “Concrete Repair Manual Chapter 3” 

Item 432 - Riprap 

Provide Class B Concrete for riprap. 

Item 500 - Mobilization 

"Materials-on-Hand" payments will not be considered in determining percentages 
used to compute mobilization payments. 

Item 502 - Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling 

Designate, as the Contractor Responsible Person (CRP), an English-speaking 
employee on-call nights and weekends (or any other time that work is not in 
progress) with a local address and telephone number for maintenance of signs 
and barricades.  This employee will be located within one (1) hour of traveling 
time to the project site.  Notify the Engineer in writing of the name, address, and 
telephone number of this employee.  Furnish this information to local law 
enforcement officials. 

When advanced warning flashing arrow panel(s) is/are specified, maintain one 
standby unit in good condition at the job site ready for immediate use is required. 

Traffic control required for this project will not be paid for directly but will be 
considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Provide two-way radios in areas where flagmen do not have visual contact with 
one another or cannot communicate with one another. 
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Limit lane closures to a maximum of 2 miles. If more than one lane closure 
location is desired, provide a minimum of a 2 mile passing zone between 
locations.  Provide a separate sign set up for each location. 

Ensure equipment not in use, stockpile aggregate, and other working materials 
are: 
A minimum of 30 feet from the edge of the travel lane; 
Do not obstruct traffic or sight distance; 
Do not interfere with the access from abutting property; or 
Do not interfere with roadway drainage.  

Erect signs in locations not obstructing the traveling public’s view of the normal 
roadway signing or necessary sight distance at intersections and curves. 

During the holiday time frame of December 21st through January 1st, every effort 
should be taken to ensure that all travel lanes remain open where possible. 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for 
this project is intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the 
effectiveness of the Traffic Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project 
planning and design stage. These enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by 
the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible Person based on weekly or more 
frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The Engineer may choose to 
use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of enhancement. 

Item 504 - Field Office and Laboratory 

Provide a Type D Structure and Asphalt Content by Ignition Method for TxDOT 
Quality Assurance Testing. Contractor’s quality control testing shall be performed 
in a separate space or facility. If a separate space is utilized within a shared 
facility, partition the space with a floor to ceiling wall with a door access for indoor 
use that is lockable with a key. Each separate space shall have an exterior door 
access. 

Ensure that the field lab has an office for TxDOT use along with lockable file 
cabinet, desk and chair.  

The floor and landing of the facility shall support the weight of all equipment and 
personnel providing a stable, essentially zero deflection during testing 
operations, acceptable to the Engineer. 

Project Number: Sheet

County: Webb Control: 0018-05-090 

Highway: IH35 

General Notes Sheet J 

Contractor is responsible to transport to and from the field lab TxDOT owned 
testing equipment required for hot mix operations. Contractor will pick up, deliver, 
install and set up TxDOT owned equipment required in the field lab. TxDOT 
owned equipment required in the field lab will be picked up at LRD DST LAB or 
as determined by the LRD DST LAB Supervisor. 

Pick up and deliver TxDOT owned equipment under the supervision of a TxDOT 
lab technician. A TxDOT lab technician will verify the installation and set-up of 
the equipment at least 48 hours prior to beginning of hot mix operations (trial 
batch included). 

All equipment will be returned by the Contractor in the same manner and location 
as it was picked up. Contractor is responsible for any damages incurred to 
TxDOT equipment. 

Item 506 - Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls  

The Department will take over responsibility for the establishment of 70% 
vegetative cover, based on adjacent undisturbed vegetation, upon the completion 
of all other work in accordance with the contract and final acceptance. 

Concrete washout area(s) shall be installed prior to concrete placement on site. 
The concrete washout area(s) shall be entirely self-contained. Location must be 
approved by the Engineer. Concrete washout area(s) are subsidiary to pertinent 
items. 

Item 510 - One-Way Traffic Control  

Item 512 - Portable Traffic Barrier 

Do not use different types of Portable Traffic Barriers in a single continuous 
installation. 

Place PTB at ½” GAP over SPAN BRIDGE DECKS for Expansion to AVOID 
THERMAL SLAB vs. PTB Extreme THERMAL Movement. 

Item 540 – Metal Beam Guard Fence 

Install cast-in place concrete curb Type II in the metal beam guard fence 
transition (Thrie-Beam Transition). Pre-cast concrete curb will not be allowed. 
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Item 585 - Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces 

For reconstruction use pay adjustment schedule 2. 

Measure ride quality of the base course after placement of the prime coat and before 
placement of the surface treatment, unless otherwise approved. Use a certified 
profiler operator from the Department’s MPL. When requested, furnish the Engineer 
documentation for the person certified to operate the profiler.  

Provide all profile measurements to the Engineer in electronic data files within 3 days 
after placement of the prime coat using the format specified in Tex-1001-S. The 
Engineer will use Department software to evaluate longitudinal profiles to determine 
areas requiring corrective action. Correct 0.1-mi. sections having an average 
international roughness index (IRI) value greater than 125.0 in. per mile to an IRI 
value of 125.0 in. per mile or less for each wheel path, unless otherwise shown on 
the plans.  
Re-profile and correct sections that fail to maintain ride quality until placement of the 
next course, as directed. Correct re-profiled sections until specification requirements 
are met, as approved. Perform this work at no additional expense to the Department. 

For overlay use pay adjustment schedule 3. 

Item 636 - Signs 

Salvage and deliver all aluminum sign faces to the local TxDOT maintenance office. 

Item 644 - Small Roadside Sign Assemblies 

Salvage and deliver all aluminum sign faces to the local TxDOT maintenance 
office. 

Item 658 – Delineator and Object Marker Assemblies 

Proposed delineators for this project will consist of oval shape tube flexible post 
with a quick release embedded anchor insert stub only, such as Flexstake Inc. – 
650 series or Shur-Tite  – SD series or equal flexible driveable delineators. 

Provide and place delineator Type 1, 2, 3, 4, object markers/chevrons and large 
arrows signs project 4’ or 7’ above the pavement surface and not the ground line. 
(Provide adequate length for proper anchor and projection above ground line). 
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Item 666 – Reflectorized Pavement Markings 

Reflectivity requirements for Type I will be as per Item 666. 

 Payment on Type I markings requiring retroreflective testing will be made at a 75% 
rate until passing test results are received. 

Item 3076 - Dense-Graded Hot-Mix Asphalt 

Use aggregate that meets the SAC-A, only for the final riding surface. 

Apply the Bonding Course in accordance with Item 3084. 

Substitute Binders (grade dumping) will not be allowed on the final riding surface. 

Refer to item 585 for ride quality requirements. 

The use of RAP or RAS will not be allowed on the final riding surface. 

For Mill inlays sections: 
Only mill what can be paved at the end of the workday. 

RAP 20% is allowed for TY B mixes, but RAS will not be allowed. Substitute 
Binders in the intermediate layer (grade dumping) may be allowed when the 
surface HMA layer is placed not more than 6 months after the intermediate layer 
is complete or as approved by the engineer. 

Item 3084 – Bonding Course  

An average rate of 0.20 GAL/SY was used for estimation purposes. Contractor shall 
choose an option shown below and bid accordingly. 

OPTIONS: 
MATERIAL MINIMUM TYPICAL APPLICATION 

RATE (GAL/SY) 
TRAIL – Emulsified Asphalt # 
TRAIL – Hot Applied # 
Spray Applied Underseal Membrane # 

# Typical Application Rate may vary from 0.07 to 0.20 GAL/SY depending on option. 
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Apply bonding course at every intermediate layer, unless otherwise directed. The type 
of tack coat must be approved by the Engineer. 

The Engineer may adjust the application rates as per field conditions. 

Shear Bond Strength Test will be performed for informational purposes, and will not be 
used for specification compliance. The target shear bond strength is a minimum of 40 
psi and for final surface layer a minimum of 50 psi.  

Item 6001 - Portable Changeable Message Sign 

Provide two (2) electronic portable changeable message signs as required by the 
Engineer. Provide backups and keep operational and available on the jobsite at 
all times during traffic control operations. The electronic portable changeable 
message signs will be made available for utilization for the entire duration of the 
project, including all alternative locations. 

Item 6158 – Trailer Mounted Solar Powered Radar Speed Control Monitor 

  Provide two (2) trailer mounted solar powered radar speed detection radar unit  
With light emitting diode (LED) display panel. Install as per plans or as directed by  

  The Engineer. 

Provide a display panel that consist of two characters, each a minimum of 18 in. 
Height. Display Panel shall be in amber color and visible from a minimum of 600  
Ft. Provide a display panel that is equipped to alert motorist when they are 
traveling over the posted speed, either by flashing the traveling speed, changing 
the display color, or by blinking out the display. 

Item 6185 – Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) and Trailer 

Provide two Truck Mounted Attenuator as required by the Engineer. Provide  
backup and keep operational and available on the jobsite at all times during traffic  
control operations. The Truck Mounted Attenuator will be made available for  
utilization for the entire duration of the project, including all alternative locations. 
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