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GENERAL NOTES: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This project consists of mowing and litter removal on TxDOT right-of-way as shown in the plans 
or as directed. 

TXDOT PROJECT SUPERVISORS 

All work on this contract will be scheduled and directed by the Maintenance Section 
Supervisor(s) listed below. Payment will be made, on a monthly basis, for work completed and 
accepted according to specifications. All payment requests should be directed to the following 
Maintenance Section Supervisor(s) listed below. 

COUNTY SUPERVISOR ADDRESS CONTACT # 

Polk James Henagan 3161 US Hwy 59 
Livingston, TX 77351 

(936) 327-8914

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Jeremy King   Jeremy.King@TxDOT.gov 
Tamara Gibson Tamara.Gibson@TxDOT.gov 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

CONTRACT PROSECUTION 

Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own and, as such, is separate from other 
contracts. A Contractor awarded multiple contracts must be capable and sufficiently staffed to 
concurrently process any or all contracts at the same time. 

LIMITS AND LOCATIONS 

Mow and remove litter on US 59 first, then remaining US and SH designated roadways and then 
various locations unless otherwise directed. 
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SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 FM 3278 has beneficial plants growing within the ROW from FM 1988 west to the 
Trinity River Bridge.  Between April 1st and September 30th, mowing within these limits 
is restricted to the front slopes.  Full width mowing within these limits may occur after 
October 1st. 

FEDERALLY LISTED THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES AND 
CRITICAL HABITAT: 

 Texas trailing phlox (federally listed endangered species) habitat is present within 
TxDOT right-of-way along FM 1276 from US 190 south to FM 943.  Blade height in this 
area must be NO LESS than 7 inches.  Mowing in this area may not take place before 
June 1st. 

Keep roadway clean of all debris deposited by mowing operations (tires, logs, cans, etc.). 

All mud/soil/debris that is tracked or discharged into the roadway (as of the 
Contractor's operations) that is deemed a hazard shall be address  immediately to the 
satisfaction of the Engineer.  This work will be considered subsidiary to Item 730 
Roadside Mowing. 

Store equipment or materials on TxDOT right-of-way during non-working hours at least 30 
feet from the edge of pavement. 

Do not repair or service any equipment or perform other operations on TxDOT right-of-
way which will in any way mar the landscape by rendering the soil sterile, damage 
existing vegetation, or which may have an adverse effect on the proposed use of the land. 

Washing equipment: Pressure wash mowing equipment before the equipment enters or 
leaves areas designated by the Engineer or his/her designated representative.  

 Notify the Engineer or his/her representative prior to the washing of equipment.  
 The Engineer or his/her representative will approve the location(s) to pressure wash the 

mowing equipment so that the plant material is contained. 

The contractor�s safety practices shall be compliant with the contract and industry standards. 

All workers and/or visitors on TxDOT right-of-way shall wear reflective clothing meeting ANSI 
Class II requirements during the day and ANSI Class III requirements during the night.  Non-
compliance with any of these requirements shall be grounds for suspension of work. 
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SIGNS AND BARRICADES  

Furnish signs with barricades and other incidentals necessary for proper traffic control in 
accordance with the RS-TCP-05 standard, the �Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways� and as directed. All warning signs will be factory made and 
in satisfactory condition. 

TRAFFIC CONTROL  

Place CW21-9T, �Mowers Ahead� approximately 1,500 feet ahead of the work area and between 
6 and 12 feet from the edge of the pavement. The Engineer or his Designee will determine the 
maximum work area. Place two signs, one each end of the work area, on four-lane divided 
highways with a grass median. 

Signs and supports will be in accordance with RS-TCP-05 (ROADSIDE TRAFFIC CONTROL 
PLAN).  Use qualified products only. 

Texas Transportation Code 547.105 authorizes the use of warning lights to promote safety and 
provides an effective means of gaining the travelling public�s attention as they drive in areas 
where construction crews are present.  To influence the public to move over when high risk 
construction activities are taking place, minimize the utilization of blue warning lights.  These 
lights must be used only while performing work on or near the travel lanes or shoulder where the 
travelling public encounters construction crews that are not protected by a standard work zone 
set up such as a lane closure, shoulder closure, or one-way traffic control.  Refrain from leaving 
the warning lights engaged while travelling from one work location to another or while parked 
on TxDOT right-of-way away from the pavement or a work zone. 

Provide one high-intensity yellow, rotating dome-light on all equipment such as tractors, loaders, 
etc. Mount lights high enough to be visible from all directions and operating when the equipment 
is within 30 ft. of the travel way. On all other equipment such as trucks, trailers, automobiles, 
etc., use emergency flashers while within the work zone. 

HAND TRIMMING 

A minimum of one person will be required to stay with the mowers to do the hand trimming.  

Hand trim all areas mowed by the end of each day that mowing is performed. 

Remove brush 1.5 inches in diameter and smaller at culvert ends. 

Furnish all equipment necessary to perform the trimming. 
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ITEM 2: INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

View plans on-line or download from the web at: 
http://www.txdot.gov/business/contractors_consultants/plans_online.htm 

Order plans from any of the plan reproduction companies shown on the web at: 
http://www.txdot.gov/business/contractors_consultants/repro_companies.htm 

ITEM 3: AWARD AND EXECUTION OF CONTRACT 

This contract will require work under multiple work orders. 

ITEM 4: SCOPE OF WORK 

The contract may be extended if in the judgment of the Engineer, the Contractor has 
satisfactorily fulfilled the terms and conditions of the contract.  The extension must be agreed 
upon in writing by both parties to the contract and may be extended for an additional period not 
to exceed the original contract time period.  The extended contract may be for additional 
quantities up to the original bid quantities plus any quantities added by an approved change 
order. The extensions will meet the terms and conditions of the original contract or any mutually 
agreed modifications to the said terms and conditions by one or more cumulative change orders.  
The Engineer will set a deadline for completing the agreements.  This deadline will be based on 
the time needed to re-let and award a new contract if no extension is agreed upon.  

ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The proposed work of this project is the mowing of State Right-of-Way and Litter Removal at 
various roadways within the Polk County Maintenance Section. This activity maintains the 
original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, and original purpose of the site. Therefore, this 
project meets the definition of a routine maintenance activity as defined in the TPDES General 
Permit No. TXR150000 issued March 5, 2023 and TCEQ�s TPDES CGP does not apply. 

Dispose of all vegetative matter and any other materials removed from State Right of Way in 
accordance with applicable environmental laws, rules, regulations and requirements. 

Contractor to repair or replace in kind, at their own expense, any historic materials damaged 
(buildings, historical markers, etc.) in the course of executing the work. Contractor is responsible 
for locating replacement source for historic materials damaged in the course of the work. 
TxDOT-Environmental Affairs Division is to be informed of proposed repairs to facilitate 
consultation with Texas Historical Commission prior to execution of repairs. 

FM 3278 has beneficial plants growing within the ROW from FM 1988 West to the Trinity River 
Bridge. Between April 1 and September 30, mowing within these limits are restricted to the front 
slopes.  Full width mowing within these limits may occur after October 1. 
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Texas trailing phlox (federally listed endangered species) species and habitat is present within 
the ROW along FM 1276 from 5 miles South of US 190 to 7 miles South of US 190. Blade 
height in this area must be NO LESS than 7 inches. Mowing in this area may not take place 
before June 1. 

ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

For this project, working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Item 8, Section 
3.1.4, �Standard Workweek�. 

Working days will be charged Monday through Friday, excluding national holidays, if weather 
or other conditions permit the performance of mowing for a continuous period of at least 7 hours 
between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. for every Saturday or national holiday, except for the 
following holidays: The last Monday in May, July 4th, the first Monday in September, the fourth 
Thursday in November and December 25th. 

If the contractor chooses not to work, one day will be charged against the contract when weather 
or conditions permit the performance of mowing for a continuous period of at least 7 hours 
between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Work on Sundays and national holidays will not be permitted 
except in cases of extreme emergency and will require written permission of the Engineer. If 
Sunday work or work on the six legal holidays listed above is permitted, working time will be 
charged on the same basis as weekdays. 

Working days allowed to complete a cycle will be determined by dividing the total number of 
acres of full width mowing required for the cycle by the production rate (115 acres/working day).  

Anticipated issue dates and length of charge time for cycle work orders:  

 Spot Mowing: (May) � Engineer may designate specific areas to address safety concerns. 
 Cycle 1 (June 1st) � 24 days 
 Strip Mowing, Median ONLY (August 1st) � 2 days (Strip mowing in wildflower areas) 
 Cycle 2 (October 1st) � 24 days 

Contract Time - The total number of working days for this project shall be 50 days. 

A cycle will consist of full width mowing and litter removal for the areas shown in the work 
order. 

The Engineer will send the contractor a work order for each cycle, containing the following 
information: 

 Working days allowed to complete the cycle. 
 Date when time charges for the cycle will begin. 
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Work Order Liquidated damages (Milestone Disincentives) will be charged when work within a 
cycle has not been completed within the required number of working days.  

Do not begin work on the roadway until 30 minutes after sunrise and remove all signs and 
equipment from the roadway 30 minutes before sunset. 

ITEM 9: MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 

If work does not begin within 5 days of the cycle start time, a NONCOMPLIANCE. 
PENALTY will begin until mowing starts. The NONCOMPLIANCE PENALTY will be. 
deducted from any money due or to become due for any completed item(s) or work. The 
noncompliance Penalty will be assessed as follows: $250 per day until the contractor returns to a 
state of compliance. This penalty will apply to all cycles that work does not begin within 5 days 
of the cycle start time. This penalty will be in addition to LIQUIDATED DAMAGES (SP000 � 
1243) that will be charged if mowing is not completed within specified number of days in the 
contract per cycle. 

NON-MOW AREAS 

If any portion of a non-mow area is mowed, the payment for the entire acreage of the non-mow 
area will not be paid.  In addition to this non-payment, a disincentive of $1,000 will be assessed 
per non-mow area, per cycle.   

NONCOMPLIANCE PENALTY � A penalty will be assessed for each instance the contractor. 
is in noncompliance. A noncompliance instance is defined by the following:   

The contractor fails to begin work at the specified time and/or location(s).

The contractor does not have all the personnel and pieces of equipment necessary to
fulfill of the item(s) called out at the specified time and/or location(s).

The contractor does not complete the work continuously, unless approved by 
the ngineer.

ITEM 730: ROADSIDE MOWING 

Various locations on TxDOT right-of-way may be required to be mowed using means other than 
normal mowing practices. The maintenance supervisor will designate these locations as well as 
approve the means of accomplishing the mowing. 

Trimmers or other equipment will be required in mowing areas unable to be reached by mowers. 

Median Mowing will be paid under �Strip Mowing� and will include those areas shown on the 
plans. Litter Pickup within these areas will be paid under �Litter Removal (Spot)�. 
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Project Number: RMC 6449-57-001 

County: Polk 

Median mowing includes overpass slopes between main lanes and ramps. 

Backslopes must be mowed to the ROW line or tree line unless otherwise specified by the 
Inspector or Supervisor. 

Mowing will include all plants and trees at least 1.5 inches in diameter, measured 1 foot above 
ground level, except those in designated non-mow areas. 

Mowers will be adjusted for a cutting height of 5 inches. Where hand trimming is required, cut 
the grass to a height of approximately 5 inches to blend with the adjusted mower height. 

When a school bus is loading or unloading children within approximately 1000 feet of mowing 
operations, stop all mowing operations until the children are safely out of danger of flying debris. 

The Engineer will clearly mark non-mow areas in the field. 

Coordinate with the section to provide safety for mowing around cable barriers, if a Truck 
Mounted Attenuator (TMA) is deemed necessary.

For spot mowing, begin mowing designated areas within 72 hours of notification. Any spot 
mowing that is performed will include litter pickup at the litter pickup bid price. 

Use safety chains or other manufacturer�s safety device to prevent damage to people or property 
caused by flying debris propelled out from under rotary mowers.  Chains shall be a minimum size 
of 5/16ths of an inch and links spaced side by side around the mower�s front, sides, and rear.  

When mowing at the specified cutting height, the chains shall be long enough to drag the ground.  
If at any time, it is determined mowing or trimming equipment is defective to the point that 
it may affect the quality of the work or create an unsafe condition, then that equipment shall 
be immediately repaired or replaced. 

Other construction projects may be in progress on some sections of highways covered by this 
contract. Mowing will be performed on these sections of highway as directed. Areas where 
mowing is impractical because of material stockpiles, grading operations, worksites, etc., will be 
exempted from the mowing requirements and no deduction from plan quantity acre will be made 
in these areas. However, if no mowing is done on an appreciable length of the construction 
project, the tract mowing acre paid will be prorated based on the length of the tract mowed. 
Prior to payment, restore appurtenances damaged by mowing operations, in accordance with 
Article 7.18, �Contractor�s Responsibility for Work�. This includes straightening all signs and 
delineators that are damaged by mowing operations to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 

Unless otherwise noted by the Engineer prior to mowing operations, it will be assumed that all 
leaning signs and delineators are the responsibility of the contractor. 

Project Number: RMC 6449-57-001 Control: 6449-57-001 

County: Polk Highway: US 59, ETC. 

General Notes Sheet 2

DAMAGES 

Prior to payment, restore appurtenances damaged by mowing operations, in accordance 
with Article 7.17, �Contractor�s Responsibility for Work�. This includes straightening all 
signs and delineators that are damaged by mowing operations to the satisfaction of the 
Engineer. 
All damaged or leaning signs/delineation (including object markers) shall be addressed 
the same day of the mowing operation to the satisfaction of the engineer.   
All regulatory signs shall be addressed immediately to the satisfaction of the engineer. 
If these issues are not addressed, work shall not begin the following day without approval 
from the engineer. 
If the contractor is unable to make the necessary repairs, TxDOT will make the repairs 
and all costs associated with the repairs will be deducted from the work estimate. 

ITEM 734: LITTER REMOVAL 

Dispose of litter on roadways designated in the plans and proposal for litter removal in 
accordance with regulations and laws. 

Litter removal will be allowed before or after mowing operations. 

If litter is removed before mowing operations, it will be done no more than 2 days prior to 
mowing operations. Pick up any litter remaining after mowing operations within 5 days. 

If litter is removed after mowing operations, it will be done no more than 5 days after mowing. 

Only one cycle of litter removal will be paid per mowing cycle. 

It is the intent of this item that TxDOT�s right-of-way be mowed and litter-free after the 
contractor�s operation. 

ITEM 6185: TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATOR (TMA) 

Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMA�s) shall meet the requirements of this item and 
the Department�s Compliant Work Zone Traffic Control Device List. 

Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMA�s) as shown on the TCP�s shall be used. Whether shown on 
the TCP�s or added by the Department, TMA�s shall be paid for under Item 6185, �Truck 
Mounted Attenuator (Stationary)�. 

A Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMA) will be required when mowing around cable barriers. 




































