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COUNTY: BELL

HIGHWAY: SH 36, ETC. CSJ: 6452-71-001 

GENERAL NOTES

GENERAL 

The Engineer will issue a work order to begin work.  Each work order will include the roads to be 
mowed, number of acres, number of working days allowed to complete the work, and the date time 
charges begin.  

Estimated quantities and locations are shown on the Summary Sheet(s).  Work orders may not 
include mowing all roads in a cycle.  

The Contractor shall make an examination of the project sites and completely familiarize himself with 
the nature of the work and allow for any work made necessary by unusual conditions or obstacles 
encountered during the progress of the work. 

At all times, the Contractor’s personnel shall be dressed in approved safety attire while outside 
vehicles and/or while performing work on the highway right of way.  This shall include but is not 
limited to hard hats and safety vests. 

The construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed project will be consistent with the state 
implementation plan as prepared by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

The disturbed area for this project, as shown on the plans is 0 acres.  However, the Total Disturbed 
Area (TDA) will establish the required authorization for storm water discharges.  The TDA of this 
project will be determined by the sum of the disturbed area in all project locations in the contract, and 
all disturbed area on all Project-Specific Locations (PSL) located in the project limits and/or within 1 
mile of the project limits.  The department will obtain an authorization to discharge storm water from 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the construction site as shown on the 
plans, according to the TDA of the project. The Contractor will obtain any required authorization from 
the TCEQ for the discharge of storm water from any PSL for construction support activities on or off 
the project row according to the TDA of the project.  When the TDA for the project exceeds 1 acre, 
provide a copy of the appropriate application of permit (NOI, or Construction Site Notice) to the 
Engineer, for any PSL located in the project limits or within 1 mile of the project limits. Follow the 
directives and adhere to all requirements set forth in the TCEQ, Texas Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System, Construction General Permit (TPDES, CGP). 

Contractor questions on this project are to be emailed to the Waco District at the following address: 

Stephen Kasberg - Wacoprebid@txdot.gov, 254-867-2780, 100 S. Loop Dr., Waco, TX 
Carmen Chau - Wacoprebid@txdot.gov, 254-867-2794, 100 S. Loop Dr., Waco, TX 

COUNTY: BELL

HIGHWAY: SH 36, ETC. CSJ: 6452-71-001 

GENERAL NOTES

For this contract, the office of record is the Maintenance Office listed below.  All work will be 
coordinated through this office and with the Maintenance Supervisor or his designated representative. 

Maintenance Supervisor Telephone Number                   Maint. Office Location 
Jerrod Swift (254)939-3691          410 W. Loop 121 

         Belton, TX  76513 

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone, and in person by the above individuals. 
Questions may also be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the controls 
on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for and click on the 
link in the window that pops up. 

GENERAL NOTES 

ITEM 2:  INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Bid tabulations will include stipulations in 
accordance with 2.11.5.3 “Rubber Additives” and 2.11.5.5 “Home State Bidding Preference”. 

ITEM 5:  CONTROL OF THE WORK 

Provide the Engineer with a weekly work schedule of planned activities including anticipated 
quantities of materials to be placed daily (CY of each concrete placement, tons of HMAC to be placed 
daily, etc.). Schedules will be provided for the following week as part of each week’s project meetings 
or by 5PM on Thursday as approved by the Engineer. Failure to provide notifications may be deemed 
as insufficient notice per item 5.10.  

Provide the Engineer Daily by 3PM the planned activities for the following day including location, 
quantities of materials to be placed, etc. in a format acceptable to the Engineer. 

Acceptance or denial of an alternate is at the sole discretion of the Department.  Contractor is 
responsible for impacts to the project schedule and cost resulting from the use of alternates. 
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Underground utilities owned by the Texas Department of Transportation may be present within the 
Right-Of-Way on this project.  For signal, illumination, surveillance, and communications & control 
maintained by TxDOT, call the TxDOT Traffic Signal Office (254)867-2808 for locates a minimum of 
48 hours in advance of excavation.  For irrigation systems, call TxDOT Landscape Office (254)867-
2726 for locates a minimum of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  If city or town owned irrigation 
facilities are present, call the appropriate department of the local city or town a minimum of 48 hours 
in advance of excavation.  The Contractor is liable for all damages when utilities are damaged due to 
Contractor’s negligence including, but not limited to, repair or replacement at the Contractor’s 
expense. 

ITEM 6:  CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

To comply with the latest provisions of Build America, Buy America Act (BABA Act) of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, the contractor must submit a notarized original of the TxDOT Construction 
Material Buy America Certification Form for all items classified as construction materials. This form is 
not required for materials classified as a manufactured product.  

Refer to the Buy America Material Classification Sheet for clarification on material categorization. 

The Buy America Material Classification Sheet is located at the below link. 
https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/materials/buy-america-material-classification-sheet.html for 
clarification on material categorization. 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Buy Texas stipulations apply in accordance 
with 6.1.2 “Buy Texas”. 

References to manufacturer’s trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only and the Contractor will be permitted to furnish like materials of other manufacturers provided 
they are of equal quality and comply with specifications for this project.   

ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

Work during the following key dates and/or special events are prohibited: 
New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, or other dates/events as directed. 

If utilizing private property for waste disposal sites, field office sites, equipment storage sites or for 
any other purpose involved with this project, provide to the Engineer written proof of the property 
owner's approval of the use of this property.  This proof may be in the form of a letter or agreement 
signed by the property owner or other documents acceptable to the Engineer.  Provide such proof 
prior to occupying the site.  

Personal vehicles of the Contractor’s employees will not be parked within the right of way at any time 
including any section closed to public traffic, unless the vehicle is being utilized for construction 
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procedures. However, the Contractor’s employees may park on the right of way at the sites where the 
Contractor has his office, equipment, and materials storage yard. 

Law Enforcement Personnel. 

As approved by the Engineer, provide uniformed off duty police officers and squad cars during the 
following activities: 

 Lane closures on controlled access facilities or 4 lane divided facilities with speed limits above 
55mph,  

 ramp closures, 
 Roadway Closures, 
 Support of phase construction traffic switches, 
 nighttime work, or 
 other situations that indicate a need for additional traffic control to protect the traveling public 

or the construction workforce.   

Law Enforcement Personnel must have jurisdictional authority to act in the area of the project. 

Law Enforcement Personnel will be paid when use is approved by the Engineer. The Contractor 
retains the right to have law enforcement personnel on sight at their own cost and discretion when not 
approved by the Engineer.  

Submit charge summary and invoices using the Department form 318. Provide documentation such 
as payroll, log sheets with signatures and badge number, or invoices from the government entity 
providing the officers for reimbursement.  

Patrol vehicles must be clearly marked to correspond with the officer’s agency and equipped with 
appropriate lights to identify them as law enforcement.  For patrol vehicles not owned by a law 
enforcement agency, markings will be retroreflective and legible from 100 ft. from both sides and the 
rear of the vehicle.  Lights will be high intensity and visible from all angles.  Windows / Windshields 
may not be blocked.  

No payment will be made for law enforcement personnel needed for moving equipment or payment 
for drive time to/from the event site.  A minimum number of hours is not guaranteed.  Payment is for 
work performed.   

Cancel law enforcement personnel when the event is canceled.  Cancellation, minimums or “show 
up” fees will not be paid when cancellation is made 12 hours prior to beginning of the event. Failure to 
cancel within 12 hours will not be cause for payment for cancellation, minimums, or "show up" time.  
Payment of actual “show up” time to the event site due to cancellation will be on a case by case basis 
at a maximum of 2 hours per officer.   
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ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

This Project will be a Standard Workweek in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4. 

Meet bi-weekly or at intervals as agreed upon with the Engineer to notify him or her of planned work 
for the upcoming 3-week period. 

For this project, provide a Bar Chart progress schedule. 

Working day charges will begin the day the contractor begins work but no later than 7 calendar days 
after the written authorization to begin work.  Working days will be charged in accordance with Article 
8.3.1.4, “Standard Workweek”.     

Working days are based on the following production rates: 

Work Description Working Days 
Full Width Mowing 140 acres/day 
Spot Mowing 5 acres/ day 

Liquidated damages will be assessed for any working day charged beyond the authorized time.  The 
amount of liquidated damages will be calculated based on total contract amount. 

The Contractor shall not begin work on the roadway until 30 minutes after sunrise and shall have all 
signs and equipment off the roadway by 30 minutes before sunset. 

ITEM 500: MOBILIZATION 

Material On Hand (MOH) will not be used in calculating partial payments for Mobilization. 

ITEM 50 : BARRICADES, SIGNS, AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

Access will always be provided to all business and residences.  Where turning radii are limited during 
phased construction at intersections, provide all weather surfaces such as RAP or base in turning 
movements to accommodate and to protect the traffic from edge drop-offs. Materials, labor, 
maintenance and removal for these temporary accesses and radii will not be paid for directly but will 
be considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Place barricades and signs in locations that do not obstruct the sight distance of drivers entering the 
highway from driveways or side streets. 

The Contractor Responsible Person(s) (CRP) will be certified by TEEX, ATSSA, the National Safety 
Council or other approved organization. Certifications will be submitted to the Engineer at the pre-
construction meeting.   
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The Contractor Responsible Person(s) (CRP) for Work Zone Traffic Controls will inspect and ensure 
any deficiencies are corrected every day throughout the duration of this contract. Any misaligned or 
damaged traffic control devices will be repaired as soon as practical after deficiency is discovered. 

In addition to providing a Contractor’s Responsible Person and a phone number for emergency 
contact, have an employee(s) available to respond on the project for emergencies and for taking 
corrective measures within One (1) Hour. 
permission of the Engineer. Lane Closures during Off Peak Times may be started earlier or be 
extended later with written permission of the Engineer. 

Signs shall be in place while work is in progress.  Signs shall be removed when no work is in 
progress. 

ITEM 50 : TEMPORARY EROSION, SEDIMENTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS 

Take all practicable precautions to prevent debris from being discharged into the Waters of Texas or 
a designated wetland.  Install Best Management Practices before demolition begins and maintain 
them during the demolition.  Remove any debris or construction material that escapes containment 
devices and are discharged into the restricted areas before the next rain event or within 24 hours of 
the discharge. 

Cleaning and sweeping of open roadways due to material spillage or loss from Contractor equipment 
or tires will be the responsibility of the Contractor at no cost to TxDOT.  This work will not be charged 
as Item 738, “Cleaning and Sweeping Highways”.  Cleaning and sweeping of roadways will be 
completed as directed, including multiple times per day, if necessary, to maintain acceptable 
roadways for the traveling public and to meet environmental regulations.  Construction activities will 
cease when material deposited on the roadway is not properly removed or when equipment is not 
available as needed.  Adequate construction exits will be planned, constructed, and maintained by 
the Contractor per Item 506, “Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls”. 

ITEM 730: ROADSIDE MOWING 

Before work begins the Department will inspect the equipment to ensure Blades are sharpened, and 
that chain, belt, and driveshaft guards are in place and perform as designed.  

All guards, shields and deflection devices shall be in place on the mower attachment and functioning 
properly during all mowing operations.   

The Contractor will be given written notification of when to begin mowing. Within the written 
authorization, the Contractor will be given the number of acres required for mowing, the number of 
working days allowed to complete the work, and the date time charges will begin. 
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The Contractor will not repair or service any equipment or perform other operations on the right of 
way which will in any way mar the landscape by rendering the soil sterile, damage existing 
vegetation, or which may have an adverse effect on the proposed use of the land. 
The Contractor may not be required to mow the entire width of the right of way for mowing designated 
as Full Width.  It will be necessary for the Contractor to coordinate with the Maintenance Supervisor 
to determine exact widths to be mowed prior to beginning any cycle of mowing. 

The Contractor's attention is called to the fact that various locations of right of way may be required to 
be mowed using means other than normal mowing practices.  These areas may require hand or 
manual trimming.  The county Maintenance Supervisor will designate these locations as well as 
approve the means of accomplishing the mowing. 

Mowing will include all plants and trees 1.5 inches in diameter, measured 1-foot above ground level, 
except those in designated non-mow areas. 
To maintain good public relations with property owners, the Contractor will not mow or mar right of 
way areas fronting private residences where property owners mow and maintain the area.   

The Contractor will perform hand trimming and weed eating in these areas around mailbox supports, 
driveway ends, etc. 

If trimming operations begin to lag behind mowers by more than 24 hours and the situation is not 
remedied to the satisfaction of the Engineer, mowing operations may be suspended until such time 
that the trimming operations are again in close proximity of the mowers.  Time charges will continue 
to be assessed if mowing operations are suspended to allow the trimming operations to catch up with 
the mowers. 

When a school bus is loading or unloading children within approximately 1,000 feet of mowing 
operations, the mowers will stop all operations until the children are safely out of danger of flying 
debris. 

Mowing for sight distance at driveways and curves will be performed as Spot Mowing as directed by 
the Engineer. 

Mowing equipment will be washed with high pressure water to remove all the debris and grass at the 
completion of work in a county and before mowing is started in the next county.    

ITEM 734:  LITTER REMOVAL: 

Litter will be picked up within 48 hours of the completion of a mowing cycle. 

Contractor will pick up and dispose of litter on the roadways designated in the plans for litter pickup.  
Disposal will conform to all applicable regulations and laws. 

The Department will issue a written notice to begin a litter cycle.  In the notice the Contractor will be 
given the number of acres required for litter pickup, the number of working days allowed to complete 
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the cycle, and the date when time charges for the cycle will start.  Liquidated damages will be 
assessed for any working day charged beyond the authorized time.  Cycles for litter removal and 
disposal will be scheduled by the Maintenance Supervisor.  Once work has started on a cycle, the 
Contractor will proceed in an expeditious manner satisfactory to the Engineer until all work on the 
cycle is satisfactorily completed.   

ITEM 738: CLEANING AND SWEEPING HIGHWAYS 

Regular sweeping of dirt or mud due to construction operations from the travel ways will not be paid 
for directly but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

ITEM 7329: MAINTENANCE SPEED LIMIT SIGNING 

All maintenance activity work sites will require Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Signs to 
temporarily lower regulatory speed limits.  Form 1204M will be completed for each work site and this 
form will determine the temporary reduced speed based on the type of work and relevant work zone 
factors.  Refer to the Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Standard Sheets for the listing of signs 
required and additional information on placement and covering of signs.  At the conclusion of work, all 
signs related to the temporary speed limit must immediately be removed and permanent speed limit 
signs uncovered. 



EST. FINAL

DISTRICT COUNTY CCSJ SHEET
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