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GENERAL NOTES: 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Dave Collins, P.E. (Dave.Collins@txdot.gov) 

Richard Bradley, P.E.  (Richard.Bradley@txdot.gov) 

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone and in person by the above 
individuals. 

Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 

   https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 

 NOTICE 

Maintain adequate drainage throughout the limits of the project during all construction phases. 
Provide a weekly a list of equipment, including idle equipment, used on the project each week. 

Item 000 Utilities 

Depending upon scope and magnitude of planned construction activities, advanced field 
confirmation by the utility owner or operator may be prudent. If utility damage (breaks, leaks, 
nicks, dents, gouges, etc.) occurs, contact the utility facility owner or operator immediately. In the 
event utility lines needing unforeseen adjustments are encountered during construction operations, 
alter operations and continue to prosecute the contract in such a manner that will allow utility 
adjustments to be made by others. 

Item 4 Scope of Work 

Remove all vegetation from pavement edges, intersections and driveways before planing or ACP 
operations. This work will not be paid for directly but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

It is the contractor’s responsibility to mark the location of all existing striping and place proposed 
striping back in the same location or as shown in the plans. 
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Item 5 Control of the Work 

Station the project before commencing work. Mark the stations every 100 feet. Maintain 
stationing throughout the duration of the project. Remove the station markings at the completion 
of the project. Consider this work to be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 

Item 6 Control of Materials 

Flammable/combustible materials must be stored at a designated location as approved. 

Do not store flammable/combustible materials under or adjacent to Bridge class structures. Daily 
removal of these materials will be considered incidental work. 

Mixing of materials, storing of materials, storing of equipment, or repairing of equipment on top 
of concrete pavement or bridge decks will not be permitted unless specifically authorized. 

Item 7 Legal Relations and Responsibilities 

Furnish all materials, labor and incidentals required to provide for traffic across the highway and 
for temporary ingress and egress to private property in accordance with article 7.2.4 of the 
standard specifications at no additional cost to the state. Always maintain ingress and egress to 
the adjacent property. Consider this work to be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 

The Contractor will be completely responsible for the immediate removal of any material that gets 
upon any vehicle as a result of their operation. 

State contract mowers will mow the right of way during the growing season. The 
Contractor will be notified by the Engineer one week in advance of the anticipated 
time when mowers will be in the limits of the project. Clean the right of way to such 
a condition that allows the mowing contractors to safely mow. 

No significant traffic generator events have been identified in the project limits. 
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Item 8 Prosecution and Progress 

Compute and charge working days in accordance with Section 8.3.1.4 Standard Workweek. 

Adjoining projects may be in progress during the construction of a portion of this project. Plan 
and prosecute the sequence of construction and the traffic control plan with adjacent construction 
projects, if applicable. Manage construction of all phases to minimize disruption to traffic. 

Maintain one lane open to traffic during construction, unless otherwise approved. 

Schedule work so that all travel lanes are open during non-working hours, nights and 
weekends, unless otherwise approved. 

Submit monthly progress schedules in accordance with Section 8.5.5.2.3., “Progress 
Schedule.” Failure to supply updated project schedule may result in the Engineer 
withholding progress (monthly) payments. 

Work will not be permitted when impending bad weather or low temperatures may 
impair the quality of work. 

Working days will be charged during the observed curing times, even if no other work is being 
performed. 

Where road closures or detours around structures are necessary to accomplish proposed work, the 
removal of existing structures and/or cutting of existing pavement will not be permitted until all 
pre-cast members for the proposed structure have been cast, tested and approved for use. 

HURRICANE 

In the event of the declaration of a hurricane watch, warning, other severe weather warning or 
national or state emergency that requires the roadways in the vicinity be used as evacuation 
routes, cease all work that requires the Contractor’s, sub-contractors’ or material suppliers’ 
vehicles to enter the stream of traffic on these primary or secondary evacuation routes. This work 
includes material hauling and delivery, and mobilization or demobilization of equipment. 

Item 134 Backfilling Pavement Edges 

Embankment quantity by station includes both sides of the roadway. No deduction in payment 
will be made when in the opinion of the Engineer only one side of a roadbed section requires 
backfilling. 

As base is placed, backfill the pavement edges daily so that no drop-off conditions exist.  

Retain ownership of planed materials. 

Type A or B material will meet one of the following requirements: 

1. Use material from subgrade widening for backfilling pavement edges.

2. Item 132, TY C- Liquid Limit = 40 max, Plasticity Index 8-25, and cohesionless sand will
not be permitted.
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Item 316 Seal Coat 

Furnish medium pneumatic-tire rollers in accordance with Item 210, “Rolling.” 

Remove vegetation and blade pavement edges, including curb and gutters. This work 
will not be paid for directly but will be considered subsidiary to Item 316/318. 

Remove all vegetation from pavement edges, intersections, curbs and gutters and 
driveways before planing or ACP operations. This work will not be paid for directly 
but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. The open season for the application of 
asphalt is May 1st through September 15th unless otherwise directed in writing. 

Seal intersections and driveways before sealing the main lanes. Seal all existing 
roadway surfaces, including extra widths, crossovers, roadside parks, picnic areas, 
mailbox turnouts, public road intersections, and public drives, within the limits of 
each project. Do not seal intersections or driveways surfaced with ACP or constructed 
of concrete. 

Sweep all roadways with a powered rotary broom before placement of the surface 
treatment to remove all loose or excess material or debris. After rolling, sweep as 
soon as aggregate has sufficiently bonded to remove excess. 

 Use a vacuum broom on all roadway sections with curb and gutter and all roadway 
sections within the city limits of any city. 

Station limits may be adjusted as directed to meet varying field conditions 

Protect all existing bridges, curbs and other exposed concrete surfaces within the 
limits of the project from asphalt materials by any method that is acceptable. Remove 
any excessive asphalt materials deposited on these surfaces in a manner approved at 
the Contractor’s expense. 

Cover or protect any sealed expansion joints or rail on bridges and any railroad tracks 
encountered on this project, as directed. Clean any of these items not properly 
protected. This work will not be paid for directly but will be considered subsidiary to 
Item 316/318. 

When applying surface treatment at railroad crossings, a strip of paper will be placed 
over the rail and flange areas across the pavement. 

Asphalt storage tanks may be used. 

Vehicles used to haul aggregate from the stockpile to the chip spreader will not be 
overloaded. Any damage to the roadway caused by the vehicles will be repaired by 
the Contractor at his expense and subsequent loads will be reduced so as not to cause 
further damage. 

Cure the first course of the surface treatment as directed before placing the 
second course. Cure the surface treatment as directed before placement of the 
overlay. 
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Item 354 Planing and Texturing Pavement 

Where the underlying flexible base is exposed during the planing operation, prime 
this area with an asphalt at a rate as directed and patch with an approved HMA 
material, at the end of the day’s operation in which it occurs. These items of work will 
not be paid for directly but will be subsidiary to Item 354. 

Complete planning operations in adjacent lanes and shoulders to the same point at the 
end of each day. 

Cut the existing shoulder pavement to allow for drainage of water away from travel 
lanes which have been planned. This work will be subsidiary to various bid items. 

Schedule the work so that a seal coat or HMA is placed no more than two weeks after 
milling has been performed on any pavement surface, unless otherwise approved. The 
Engineer may require the seal coat to be placed sooner than two weeks in cases when 
base materials are exposed or when the pavement structure is showing signs of 
distress. 

Depth of overlays are expected to vary. No additional payment will be made for 
milling that exceeds specified depth up to twice the pay item depth (D). 
Compensation for milling greater than 2 x D will be in accordance with Article 9.7 

Remove all asphalt materials that may remain on the concrete surface after milling 
due to irregularities in the underlying section (i.e., scabbing). Up to 1 in of adjacent 
shifted or faulted concrete slabs may be milled to remove scabs and improve ride. 

If the Engineer determines an adjacent driveway needs to be tapered back to prevent a 
drop-off an additional pass will need to be made to taper the driveway as directed or 
for a distance of 24” into the driveway. This work will be measured and paid for 
under Item 354. 

Cut and/or remove raised concrete repair areas, concrete curb, exposed rebar, etc. 
flush with the concrete pavement surface. This work will not be paid for directly but 
will be subsidiary to Item 354 

Stockpile salvaged materials at SH-82 Port Arthur, Texas, 77640, United States 

Coordinates 29.88336° N, 93.98980° W 

Coordinate with Port Arthur Maintenance Section Supervisor Carl Ray at 409-332-
5875.  

Item 361 Repair of Concrete Pavement 

Schedule work so that concrete placement follows full-depth saw-cutting by no more 
than 72 hours on typical roadways. Due to concern of pavement dropping after it is 
sawed, repairs located within bridge approach slabs are to be replaced the day after 
sawing.  

Quantities listed on the plans are approximate. Actual locations and dimensions will 
be determined in the field. The contractor will coordinate with the Port Arthur 
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Maintenance Section Supervisor, Carl Ray (409)332-5875 to identify and mark the 
locations prior to beginning work.  

Complete repairs so that longitudinal joints fall on edge of travel lane or center of 
travel lane. No joints will be allowed in the wheel paths. 

All material generated, including concrete slurry, as a result of saw cutting will be 
collected and kept from entering waterways, culverts, roadway inlets, and ditches. 

Work will be conducted in such a manner so that all materials will be collected before 
the end of each day and especially before any rainfall event. Material from saw 
cutting will not be allowed to be tracked by traffic to other areas. Adequate sweeping, 
vacuuming and hauling equipment will be maintained on the project to conduct 
material collection and recovery on a continuous basis. Curb inlets will be blocked 
and protected during grinding and sweeping operations, but fully opened before a 
rainfall event. Disposal of the material produced by the sawing operation will be to a 
solid waste facility authorized to handle such material. The Contractor will, before 
beginning operations, provide a plan outlining the method of collection and disposal 
of this material for approval. The plan will also include the name and location of the 
facility receiving the solid waste. All work, equipment, materials and fees necessary 
to collect and dispose of this material will be considered subsidiary to this item and 
not paid for directly. 

Provide Class HES concrete. The coarse aggregate will be either Grade 2 or 3. A set 
accelerating admixture or high range water reducer may be necessary to meet the 
compressive strength requirements: this will require the written approval of the 
Engineer and will be subsidiary to the bid item.  

A satisfactory work plan for control must be submitted by the Contractor and 
approved before use. An evaluation of the concrete containing the admixture will be 
performed by the Engineer. Design the Class HES concrete to meet the requirements 
of Class P and a minimum average compressive strength of 1800 psi in 4 hours. 

Where repairs in jointed pavement require the removal of a transverse joint, construct 
a new joint at the same location. 

Where patches in jointed pavement require the removal of an existing dowel basket 
assembly, install a new basket in the same location. 

Maturity Testing 

Maturity testing, Tex-426-A, will be allowed for concrete pavement. Unless otherwise 
approved, use the maturity method in accordance with test method Tex-426-A to 
estimate concrete strength. The Maturity system will not be paid for directly but is 
considered subsidiary to this item. 

Provide to the Engineer, the Intellirock or Command Center maturity system (or 
approved equivalent) for testing concrete maturity. This system will include the 
logger/sensor, handheld reader, and software. The Intellirock system can be obtained 
from Nomadics Construction Labs (405-372-9535) and the Command Center system 
can be obtained from the Transtec Group (512- 451-6233). Provide two (2) sensors 
per mix design and one (1) sensor to be placed in the last concrete pour per location 
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site per day. Up to ten (10) additional sensors may be required and p laced as directed. 
Furnish the concrete necessary to establish the maturity curve for testing. This work is 
to be performed before any concrete being placed and will not be paid for directly but 
will be considered subsidiary to this Item. 

Item 438 Cleaning and Sealing Joints 

Allow the Joint Seal to cure a minimum of 7 days before applying the One course 
Surface Treatment. Provide Class 3 “Hot Poured Rubber”, in accordance with DMS-
6310. Collect and dispose of all the removed material on a daily basis.   

Existing Joint seal material to be removed by sawing unless otherwise approved.  

Clean and seal entire length of all joints in concrete pavement. After the removal of 
the existing joint sealant material is complete, the vertical joint faces will be cleaned 
by sandblasting. Collect and dispose of all the removed material daily. After 
sandblasting the joints, water blast each joint to ensure removal of all fines and dust. 

Follow water blasting with air blasting to ensure a dry joint prior to placing the hot 
poured rubber. Ensure a surface dry joint prior to placing the hot poured rubber. 

Item 502 Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling 

Construct all work zone signs, sign supports, and barricades from material other than 
wood unless approved otherwise. Metal posts, if used, are to be galvanized. 
Aluminum signs, if used, will meet the following minimum thickness requirements: 

Square Feet Minimum Thickness 
Less than 7.5  0.080 inches 
7.5 to 15 0.100 inches 

Greater than 15 0.125 inches 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be used for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The 
Engineer may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of 
enhancement. 

Item 506 Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls 

The Contractor Force Account “SW3P Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be used in the event that controls not called out become necessary. The SW3P for this 
project will consist of the use of any temporary erosion control measures deemed necessary and as 
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specified under this Item. This work will be paid for in accordance with Article 4.4., "Changes in 
the Work. 

Item 585 Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces 

Use Surface Test Type B pay adjustment schedule 3 to evaluate ride quality of the travel lanes in 
accordance with item 585, “Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces.” 

Item 666 Retroreflectorized Pavement Markings 

Furnish Type II drop-on glass beads. 

Item 672 Raised Pavement Markers 

Remove all existing traffic buttons before the application of the seal coat. Consider this work to 
be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. Location and details of the existing buttons 
are available at the Area Engineer 's office. 

Item 720 Spalling Repair 

This item includes the removal of the existing fiber reinforced polymer patching material prior to 
the placement of the spalling repair. Provide rapid-set concrete that meets DMS-4655, for patches 
with volume of 0.30 cubic feet or more and three (3) inches minimum in the least dimension. 
Otherwise, provide Polymeric Patching Material that meets DMS-6170, Type II, Semi-Rigid, 
material.  

Item 3004 Continuous Diamond Grinding of Concrete Pavement 

Multiple passes may be required. Consider the Diamond Grinding accepted when the average IRI 
of each lane is 105 or less. Multiple passes to achieve this outcome will not result in additional 
payment.  

All material generated, including concrete slurry, as a result of roadway diamond grinding will be 
collected and kept from entering waterways, culverts, roadway inlets, and ditches. Diamond 
grinding will be conducted in such a manner so that all materials will be collected before the end 
of each day and especially before any rainfall event. Material from grinding will not be allowed to 
be tracked by traffic to other areas. Adequate sweeping, vacuuming and hauling equipment will be 
maintained on the project to conduct material collection and recovery on a continuous basis. Curb 
inlets will be blocked and protected during grinding and sweeping operations, but fully opened 
before a rainfall event. Disposal of the material produced by the grinding operation will be to a 
solid waste facility authorized to handle such material. The Contractor will, before beginning 
diamond grinding operations, provide a plan outlining the method of collection and disposal of 
this material for approval. The plan will also include the name and location of the facility 
receiving the solid waste. All work, equipment, materials and fees necessary to collect and 
dispose of this material will be considered subsidiary to this item and not paid for directly. 
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Material produced by the grinding operation may be recycled in accordance with all 
applicable rules and regulations as required. The Contractor will submit a plan for 
recycling to the Engineer for approval before any grinding being performed. 

Item 3081 Thin Overlay Mixes 

Provide mix designs. Mix designs must be verified and approved.  

Do not place longitudinal joints in the wheel path.  

Provide 1.00” compacted depth, Type C mix. 

Do not place the mixture when the air temperature in 70 degrees F and falling.  

Perform rolling with tandem rollers sufficient to cover the entire mat in one pass, unless otherwise 
approved by the Engineer. Consider all required rolling as subsidiary to this item.  

On the first day of production correlate the density gauge in accordance with Tex-207-F, Part II 
using a minimum of 4 roadway cores of 4 inches in diameter. Take the roadway cores in a 
transverse direction at one location approximately 2 feet apart.  

Determine a new correlation factor when directed. The default quantity for Lot 1 is 500 tons; 
however when requested by the Contractor, the Engineer may increase the quantity for Lot 1 to no 
more than 1000 tons. Suspend production and take corrective action if any aggregate is retained 
on the maximum sieve size shown in Table 6. 

Evaluate the density of areas with severe thermal segregation using a nuclear density gauge in 
accordance with Tex-207-F, Part III. Unless otherwise approved by the Engineer, remove, and 
replace the material in any areas that have both severe thermal segregation and a density gauge 
reading of less than 90%. 

Provide a separate Laboratory space, building or testing area, large enough to accommodate 
TxDOT equipment and testing on site at the Hot Mix Plant near or within the area of Contractor’s 
testing equipment.  The contractor will provide the SGC” Superpave Gyratory Compactor” and 
TGC “Texas Gyratory Compactor”. All other equipment must be provided by TxDOT. TxDOT 
will be responsible for maintaining state provided equipment.  The Contractor will provide 
TxDOT with the Calibration paperwork on the shared equipment that they provide. 

Provide an all-weather parking area for the sole use of at least 2 State-owned vehicles. 
Situate the parking area near the Laboratory area at an acceptable location. Maintain 
the parking area until the project is completed and restore the area to a condition 
acceptable to the Engineer upon project completion. 

Laboratory area shall have a roof, floor, doors, and screened windows. Ensure the 
floor is strong enough to support testing equipment and has an impervious floor 
covering. Ensure that the Laboratory area is tied down, weatherproof, piped for water 
and fuel, and electrically wired by personnel meeting the requirements of Article 
7.18., “Electrical Requirements.” 

Provide secured and controlled access to the Laboratory area through security 
measures such as bars, locks, alarms, or security fencing for the Laboratory area. 
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Furnish and install adequate equipment, outlets, lighting, air-conditioning, heating, 
and ventilation for the Laboratory area. Heating and Air Conditioning shall maintain 
the Laboratory working area temperature within a range of (68oF through 72oF). 

Provide partitioned restroom furnished with restroom supplies, a lavatory, and a flush 
toilet connected to a sewer or septic tank within the Laboratory area. 

Laboratory area will have the use of an internet service provider (ISP) that can provide 
more than one computer access to ISP account at one time. ISP provider must be able 
to supply a minimum 100 gigabyte download speed per account. 

Required appurtenances within the Laboratory Area: 

1. A 10lb ABC fire extinguisher with up-to-date inspection tag and a working smoke detector.

2. Additional workbench and tables at least 3 ft. wide, 6 ft. long, and 3 ft. high.

3. Minimum two chairs and one desk, filing cabinets, solar screen blinds or shades.

4. An operational telephone system.

5. Water fountain or bottled water fountain able to provide cold water and have cup
dispenser and cups.

6. Water (for testing purposes) from an approved source

7. Adequately power ventilate the room for the ignition oven. Provide a NEMA 6-
50R (208/240 volt, 50 amp) outlet within 2.25 ft. of the ignition oven location and
an independent exhaust outlet to the outside located a maximum of 8 ft. from the
oven. Provide a level, sturdy and fireproof surface for the ignition oven with a
minimum of 6 in. clearance between the furnace and other vertical surfaces. Vent
the ignition oven to the outside.

8. A minimum of 20 ft. of total work counter length at least 3 ft. wide and 3 ft. above
the floor and strong enough to support required testing equipment

9. A laboratory sink measuring 24 × 30 in. and 12 in. deep

10. Door openings for the Laboratory area must be 48-inches minimum width. If steps
are required to gain access to the facility’s, then a landing dock will be provided
with minimum dimensions of 60 inches wide by 60 inches deep. The strong floor
and landing of the facility shall support the weight of all equipment and personnel
providing a stable, essentially zero deflection during testing operations acceptable
to the Engineer.

11. Provide multifunction color printer/fax/scanner/copier capable of reproducing 11
X 17

For the Laboratory area the work performed, materials furnished, utilities, and 
utility services (including phone and internet), appurtenances including office 
equipment testing equipment, labor, tools, and incidentals will not be paid 
measured or paid for directly but will be subsidiary to pertinent items. 
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Use aggregate that meets the SAC requirement of class A for all 
surface mixes.  

Aggregates used on shoulders and ramps are required to meet SAC 
requirements. Provide mix designs. Mix designs must be verified and 
approved. 

Remove all vegetation from pavement edges, intersections, curbs and gutters and 
driveways before planning or ACP operations. This work will not be paid for directly 
but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Operate the spreading and finishing machine at a uniform forward speed consistent 
with the plant production rate, hauling capability, and roller train capacity to result in 
a continuous operation. The speed will be slow enough, so that stopping between 
trucks is not ordinarily required. If the Engineer determines sporadic delivery of 
material is adversely affecting the HMA placement, the Engineer may require paving 
operations to cease until acceptable methods are employed to minimize starting and 
stopping of the paver. 

A material transfer device (MTD) will be required for all surface courses of HMA on 
this project. An MTD is defined as a self-propelled, wheel-mounted vehicle capable 
of receiving HMA from the haul trucks separate from the paver. The MTD will have a 
minimum storage capacity of approximately 25 tons and will be equipped with a 
pivoting discharge conveyor and a means of completely remixing the HMA before 
placement. The Engineer may approve an alternative device on a trial basis for the 
surface course. This device will be capable of receiving HMA separate from the paver 
and must have remixing capabilities. For all other courses of HMA, other than the 
surface, an alternative device may be used as long as it is capable of receiving HMA 
separate from the paver. 

Overlay across the ends of any curb ramps must not create a barrier to their use. 
Changes in level up to ¼” may be vertical; between ¼” and ½” must be beveled with 
a slope no greater than 1:2; greater than ½” will require a “ramp”. 

Item 6185 

Shadow vehicles with TMA and high intensity rotating, flashing, oscillating or 
strobe lights are required. Use one TMA preceding every stationary work zone and 
two TMAs for mobile operations. 

Therefore, 3 total shadow vehicles with TMA will be required for this type of work. 
The contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these 
operations will be ongoing at the same time to determine the total number of 
TMA’s needed for the project. 
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