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PROJECT NUMBER: BPM 643811001

COUNTY: HILL, ETC 

HIGHWAY: SH 22, ETC CONTROL: 6438-11-001

GENERAL NOTES SHEET A

GENERAL NOTES 

A site-specific contract for bridge maintenance consisting of embankment, pile encasements, 
riprap, and concrete structure repairs within the highway right of way of various roadways in Bell, 
Hamilton, Hill, Limestone and McLennan Counties according to the standard specifications or as 
modified in the general specifications listed below. 

The disturbed area for this project, as shown on the plans is 0.333 acres.  However, the Total 
Disturbed Area (TDA) will establish the required authorization for storm water discharges.  The 
TDA of this project will be determined by the sum of the disturbed area in all project locations in 
the contract, and all disturbed area on all Project-Specific Locations (PSL) located in the project 
limits and/or within 1 mile of the project limits.  The department will obtain an authorization to 
discharge storm water from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the 
construction site as shown on the plans, according to the TDA of the project. The contractor will 
obtain any required authorization from the TCEQ for the discharge of storm water from any PSL 
for construction support activities on or off of the project row according to the TDA of the project.  
When the TDA for the project exceeds 1 acre, provide a copy of the appropriate application of 
permit (NOI, or Construction Site Notice) to the engineer, for any PSL located in the project limits 
or within 1 mile of the project limits. Follow the directives and adhere to all requirements set forth 
in the TCEQ, Texas Pollution Discharge Elimination System, Construction General Permit 
(TPDES, CGP). 

PRE-BID QUESTIONS 

Contractor questions for this project may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  
This webpage can be accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following 
Address:  https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page. 

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for and 
click on the link in the window that pops up. 

For this contract, the office of record is the Maintenance Office listed below.  All work will be 
coordinated through this office and with the Maintenance Supervisor or his designated 
representative. 

Maint. Supervisor Telephone Number Maint. Office Location 
Eric Olivas (254) 582-5411 1400 S. Abbott Ave.  

 Hillsboro, TX  76645 
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The Contractor will perform the work required for this contract according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation Standard Specifications for Construction and Maintenance of Highways, Streets, 
and Bridges (2014). 

Prior to beginning work, a pre-construction meeting between representatives of the State and the 
Contractor will be arranged by the State.  This meeting will outline the proper methods of 
construction, sequence of work, work locations, emphasize traffic control, plans, specifications, 
unusual conditions, and other pertinent items regarding the work. 

ITEM 4:  SCOPE OF WORK 

All new and existing concrete adjacent to the roadway must be free of stains, dirt, tire marks, etc., 
at the time of final acceptance.  These items include but are not limited to bridge rails curb and 
gutter, inlets and riprap.  Blast cleaning of these items will be required to achieve acceptance of 
the project and will be considered subsidiary to the applicable bid items. 

During final clean-up the contractor will be required to remove any foreign material that has 
accumulated at all bridge abutments and bent caps. The removal of foreign material will be 
performed in a manner approved. All work and equipment involved in the removal of this material 
will be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 

ITEM 5:  CONTROL OF THE WORK 

Underground utilities owned by the Texas Department of Transportation may be present within the 
Right-Of-Way on this project.  For signal, illumination, surveillance, and communications & control 
maintained by TxDOT, call the TxDOT Traffic Signal Office (254)867-2808 for locates a minimum 
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  For irrigation systems, call TxDOT Landscape Office 
(254)867-2726 for locates a minimum of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  If city or town owned
irrigation facilities are present, call the appropriate department of the local city or town a minimum
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  The Contractor is liable for all damages when utilities are
damaged due to Contractor’s negligence including, but not limited to, repair or replacement at the
Contractor’s expense.

ITEM 6:  CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Buy Texas stipulations apply in accordance 
with 6.1.2 “Buy Texas”. 

Mixing of materials, storing of materials, storing of equipment, or repairing of equipment on top of 
concrete pavement or bridge decks will not be permitted unless specifically authorized.  
Permission will be granted to store materials on surfaces if, in the opinion of the Engineer, no 
damage or discoloration will result. 
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References to manufacturer’s   trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only and the contractor will be permitted to furnish like materials of other manufacturers provided 
they are of equal quality and comply with specifications for this project.   

 ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

At SH 95 at Little River, Bell County; no work in the Little River, stay out of the river. If work has to 
take place in the river, contact District Environmental (254) 867-2737. 

No significant traffic generator events identified. 

If utilizing private property for waste disposal sites, field office sites, equipment storage sites or for 
any other purpose involved with this project, provide to the Engineer written proof of the property 
owner's approval of the use of this property.  This proof may be in the form of a letter or 
agreement signed by the property owner or other documents acceptable to the Engineer.    

Personal vehicles of the contractor’s employees will not be parked within the right of way at any 
time including any section closed to public traffic, unless the vehicle is being utilized for 
construction procedures. However, the contractor’s employees may park on the right of way at the 
sites where the contractor has his office, equipment and materials storage yard. 

The contractor is alerted to the possible presence of swallows under the existing bridges or 
culverts. Because the migratory bird treaty act prohibits harm to swallows, their eggs or their 
nestlings, the contractor will not begin potentially disturbing activities on or near the bridge until the 
birds have abandoned any occupied nests (approximately September 1).  Active nests may not be 
removed regardless of the date. 

Prior to the swallows returning to the nests (approximately March 1), abandoned nests will be 
removed from the bridge.  The contractor will prevent the establishment of new nests on any 
portion of the structure.  Methods for preventing the establishment of new nests must be approved 
by the project Engineer. Examples of acceptable nest prevention methods are bird-deterrent 
netting and bird-repelling sprays and/or gels to be applied to the structure.  This work will not be 
paid for directly, but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

The Contractor will submit detailed site-specific plans for work in each “water of the United States” 
designated on the EPIC sheet. These plans must be approved by the TxDOT Engineer prior to 
starting any work in these areas. The plans must also describe facilities and work activities 
adjacent the Ordinary High-Water Marks. The plan must show actual dimensions and materials 
for: 

Proposed construction roads and work areas leading to or in close proximity to the
Ordinary High-Water Marks
Temporary material or equipment storage areas in close proximity to the Ordinary High-
Water Marks  
Locations of proposed sediment and erosion control devices
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Identification of construction equipment and construction techniques to accomplish the
work

Once this drawing and supporting information is reviewed and approved by TxDOT, all 
construction workers should be made aware of the limits designated on the drawings by the 
Contractor’s supervision. Work in all waters of the US will be limited to the minimum necessary 
required to construct the bridge, culvert or roadway fills.  Work will also include all activities 
needed for bridge and culvert demolitions. Working or disturbing soil in the stream channel outside 
the limits of the work plan will not be allowed.  Orange fencing will be provided and maintained to 
establish the TxDOT approved boundaries in which work may be conducted between the Ordinary 
High-Water Marks.  Orange fencing will not be paid for but will be considered subsidiary to Item 
502, “Barricades, Signs and Traffic Handling”. 

ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

This Project will be a Standard Workweek in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4. 

Meet bi-weekly or at intervals as agreed upon with the engineer to notify him or her of planned 
work for the upcoming 3-week period. 

For this project, provide a Bar Chart progress schedule. 

Submit the schedule in both PDF and in a base software electronic file format acceptable to 
TxDOT to allow for import and analysis into TxDOT’s current scheduling software. 

ITEM 132: EMBANKMENT 

Excavated material from the project site has not been determined to be suitable for embankment.  
The bidder assumes all risk for the use of excavated materials for embankment and is expected to 
meet all material requirements for embankment regardless of the source. 

Perform Tex-106-E (Plasticity Index) by an approved laboratory on excavated soils from sources 
outside right of way when used in roadway embankment. Provide the test results at no expense to 
the department. The engineer will sample and test soils produced by the construction project for 
specification requirements or material sources specified in the plans. 

Type B Embankment will consist of suitable earthen material such as rock, loam, clay or other 
materials as approved that will form a stable embankment. 

ITEM 420: CONCRETE SUBSTRUCTURES 

Apply an ordinary surface finish to all concrete surfaces within 30 days after form removal. 
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ITEM 432: RIPRAP 

Locations and quantities may be varied as directed to accommodate field conditions. 

The sodium sulfate soundness requirement for material used in rock riprap is waived for this 
project. 

ITEM 500: MOBILIZATION 

Material On Hand (MOH) will not be used in calculating partial payments for Mobilization. 

ITEM 502: BARRICADES, SIGNS AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The 
Engineer may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of 
enhancement. 

Access will be provided to all business and residences at all times.  Where turning radii are limited 
during phased construction at intersections, provide all weather surfaces such as RAP or base in 
turning movements to accommodate and to protect the traffic from edge drop-offs. Materials, 
labor, maintenance and removal for these temporary accesses and radii will not be paid for directly 
but will be considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Provide a person on the project at all times (24 hours/day, 7 days/week) to patrol, monitor, and 
maintain the traffic control devices and signs.  The person must be knowledgeable of TxDOT 
Guidelines for traffic control devices and signs.   

Place barricades and signs in locations that do not obstruct the sight distance of drivers entering 
the highway from driveways or side streets. 

Provide rectangular shape (CW12-2P) Temporary Clearance Signs on all bridges where the 
existing vertical clearance has changed.  Install Signs to the satisfaction of the Engineer prior to 
opening to traffic.  Plywood sign blanks will have minimum dimensions of 84" X 12".  Work 
performed and materials are subsidiary to this item. 

Law Enforcement Personnel. 

As approved by the Engineer, provide uniformed off duty police officers and squad cars during the 
following activities: 
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 Lane closures on controlled access facilities or 4 lane divided facilities with speed limits 
above 55mph,  

 ramp closures, 
 Roadway Closures, 
 Support of phase construction traffic switches, 
 nighttime work, or 
 other situations that indicate a need for additional traffic control to protect the traveling 

public or the construction workforce.   

Law Enforcement Personnel must have jurisdictional authority to act in the area of the project. 

Law Enforcement Personnel will be paid when use is approved by the Engineer. The Contractor 
retains the right to have law enforcement personnel on sight at their own cost and discretion when 
note approved by the Engineer.  

Submit charge summary and invoices using the Department form 318. Provide documentation 
such as payroll, log sheets with signatures and badge number, or invoices from the government 
entity providing the officers for reimbursement.  318 forms must be submitted daily, upon 
completion of shift. 

Patrol vehicles must be clearly marked to correspond with the officer’s agency and equipped with 
appropriate lights to identify them as law enforcement.  For patrol vehicles not owned by a law 
enforcement agency, markings will be retroreflective and legible from 100 ft. from both sides and 
the rear of the vehicle.  Lights will be high intensity and visible from all angles.  Windows / 
Windshields may not be blocked.  

No payment will be made for law enforcement personnel needed for moving equipment or 
payment for drive time to/from the event site.  A minimum number of hours is not guaranteed.  
Payment is for work performed.   

Cancel law enforcement personnel when the event is canceled.  Cancellation, minimums or “show 
up” fees will not be paid when cancellation is made 12 hours prior to beginning of the event. 
Failure to cancel within 12 hours will not be cause for payment for cancellation, minimums, or 
"show up" time.  Payment of actual “show up” time to the event site due to cancellation will be on a 
case by case basis at a maximum of 2 hours per officer.  

The Contractor Responsible Person(s) (CRP) for Work Zone Traffic Controls will inspect and 
ensure any deficiencies are corrected each and every day throughout the duration of this contract. 
Any misaligned or damaged traffic control devices will be repaired as soon as practical after 
deficiency is discovered. 

In addition to providing a Contractor’s Responsible Person and a phone number for emergency 
contact, have an employee(s) available to respond on the project for emergencies and for taking 
corrective measures within One (1) Hour. 
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ITEM 506: TEMPORARY EROSION, SEDIMENTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS 

Take all practicable precautions to prevent debris from being discharged into the Waters of Texas 
or a designated wetland.  Install Best Management Practices before demolition begins and 
maintain them during the demolition.  Remove any debris or construction material that escapes 
containment devices and are discharged into the restricted areas, before the next rain event or 
within 24 hours of the discharge. 

If temporary construction stream crossings are allowed under a Nationwide Permit, submit in 
writing for approval the type and location of each temporary stream crossing.  Use temporary 
bridges, timber mats, or other structurally sound and non-eroding material for temporary stream 
crossings.  A temporary culvert crossing will consist of storm sewer pipes and 4- to 8-inch nominal 
size rock.  Temporary stream crossings must not cause more than minimal changes to the 
hydraulic flow characteristics of the stream, increase flooding, or cause more than minimal 
degradation of water quality.  Remove the temporary stream crossings in their entirety and return 
the affected areas to their pre-existing elevation.  All work and materials use for temporary 
construction stream crossings will not be paid for directly but are subsidiary to pertinent Items. 

No soil disturbing activities will begin on any section of TxDOT ROW without adequate 
sedimentation controls first being installed and functioning at adjacent drainage outfalls.  Begin 
and continuously prosecute the repairs, additions and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation 
control devices within seven days after the Contractor receives each Form 2118, Field Inspection 
and Maintenance Report, from the Engineer. Failure of the Contractor to fulfill either of the above 
requirements places TxDOT in potential non-compliance with permit requirements and may result 
in withholding estimates or stopping work or both until all environmental permit requirements are 
fulfilled. 

The SW3P for this contract will consist of using, as directed, any erosion or water pollution control 
measure deemed necessary.  Any erosion or water pollution control measure deemed necessary  
will be implemented by the Contractor as prescribed by this item and in accordance with the 
applicable specification.  Payment for erosion control measures for which applicable pay items are 
not included in the contract will be made in accordance with Article 9.7, "Force Account." 

ITEM 752: TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 

The Contractor will take precautions to avoid harm to any wildlife encountered during the project; 
this includes active nests or burrows. 

All Oak Tree Species: 

1. To avoid the spread of Oak Wilt or other disease, all species of oak trees that are damaged
or cut (branches, roots and/or stumps) for any reason during this contract, must be treated
with a commercial wound dressing within 20 minutes of causing the damage or cut.
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2. To prevent the spread of infection from tree to tree when pruning oak trees (all species),
the Contractor must disinfect all pruning tools with a solution of 70% isopropyl alcohol after
all cutting is complete on each oak tree.

3. Potentially dangerous trees or limbs will be removed as soon as possible.

4. The Engineer can stop all Work operations if the dressing, cut and removal requirements
are not followed.

5. Pruning shall be in accordance with ANSI A300 pruning standard.

The Contractor will be responsible for leaving the project site clean and neat in appearance upon 
completion and before final acceptance by the Engineer.   

Limits as shown in the plans are approximate.  Actual limits may vary.  

Remove and dispose of cuttings within five (5) calendar days after cutting. 

Material will be disposed of in accordance with federal, state, and local regulations.  No material 
will be placed on private property unless otherwise approved in writing by the Engineer.  The 
Contractor will provide sufficient documentation to verify proper disposal. 

Wood chips may be left on the right of way no deeper than two (2) inches. Do not trespass on 
private property while perform work on this contract.  Do not cut or damage timber outside the 
right-of-way lines. 

Remove all fallen parts of trees, damaged limbs, and dead limbs.  This work will not be paid for 
directly, but will be considered subsidiary to this item. 

Tree Trimming:  Contractor may use a buzzbar type saw for trimming trees.  If using a buzzbar 
type saw, branches may protrude from the truck.  The use of a brushax will not be allowed.   

Trees will be trimmed to a clearance height as follows: 
1. 10 feet above natural ground within the ROW (except above pavement)
2. 18 feet above pavement  (includes shoulders and travel lanes)

Tree Trimming and Brush Removal for Channels:  Item is paid by the acre.  This item will be used 
to pay for work in channels, slopes, wide right of way, and areas of dense trees areas as shown 
on the plans.   

Stump removal is subsidiary to this bid item for trees removed by Contractor. 

ITEM 6001: PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGN 

This project will require “full matrix” type portable changeable message signs. 
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Ensure that the Contractor’s Responsible Person for traffic control can revise messages within 
thirty (30) minutes of notification. 

Furnish   portable changeable message signs. The portable changeable message sign(s) will be 
used for all lane closures and freeway closures as shown on the traffic control plan standard 
sheets. 

Supply portable changeable message sign(s) in accordance with the Traffic Control Plan standard 
sheets and Article 6f.55 of the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and 
Highways Part VI.   

ITEM 6185: TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATORS 

The shadow vehicle with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) will not be optional, but will be required 
as shown on the appropriate traffic control plan sheets.  Truck mounted attenuators must meet the 
requirements of the Compliant Work Zone Traffic Control Device List. 

All TMAs required for this contract will be Level 3 Compliant. 

Trailer Attenuators will not be allowed on this project. 

The total number of truck mounted attenuators (TMA) required when utilizing the traffic control 
standards are shown in the tables below. 

TCP S Series Scenario Required TMA 
(S-2)-08a B 1 
(S-3)-08 A B 1 2 

TCP 1 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(1-1)-18 / (1-2)-18 1 
(1-3)-18 A B 1 2
(1-4)-18 / (1-5)-18 / (1-6)-18 1 

TCP 2 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(2-1)-18 / (2-2)-18 / (2-4)-18 / (2-5)-18 / (2-6)-18 All 1 
(2-3)-18 A B 1 2

TCP 3 Series Scenario Required TMA 
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(3-1)-13 All 2
(3-2)-13 All 3

(3-3)-14 
A B D 2 
C 3

(3-4)-13 All 1, unless working inside a twltl, then 2. 
(3-5)-15 All 1

TCP 6 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(6-1)-12 A B 1 2
(6-2)-12 / (6-3)-12 All 1 
(6-4)-12 A B 1 2
(6-5)-12 A B 1 2
(6-6)-12 / (6-7)-12 All 1 Per Lane 
(6-8)-14 / (6-9)-14 All 1 
WZ (BTS) Series Scenario Required TMA 
(BTS-1)-13 Near Side Lane Closure 1 

Shadow vehicles equipped for truck mounted attenuators (TMA) for stationary operations will be 
paid for by the day and must be available for use at any time as determined by the Engineer.  

Mobile operations will be paid for by the hour, per specifications.  For mobile operations, payment 
will be made only while the TMA is in use. 

For mobile operations requiring multiple TMA’s, judgement may be applied in lower speed, urban / 
in town traffic environments to reduce the numbers of TMA in use where the added TMA may 
pose a hazard for traffic entering and exiting driveways, side streets, etc.  

The contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these operations will be 
ongoing at the same time to determine the total number of TMA needed for the project for those 
times per plan requirements. Additional TMAs used that are not specified in the plans in which the 
contractor expects compensation will require prior approval from the Engineer.  

ITEM 7000:  REMOVAL AND PROPER DISPOSAL OF DRIFTWOOD AND DEBRIS 

All quantities are estimated and subject to change at the discretion of the Engineer. 

Work shall be paid for by the CY of removed material.  Payment will be a measured quantity, 
based upon disposal truck dimensions. 



PROJECT NUMBER: BPM 643811001 SHEET NO.

COUNTY: HILL, ETC 

HIGHWAY: SH 22, ETC CONTROL: 6438-11-001

GENERAL NOTES SHEET K

Equipment may include but is not limited to dragline, front-end loader, backhoe, hydraulic 
excavator, dozer, track loader, dump trucks, etc. 

Limits for the removal of driftwood and debris shall typically include the width of the right of way 
(upstream and downstream) for the length of the structure. 

Debris shall consist of all foreign material within the work area including trash, tires, etc. 

Contractor shall cut and remove abandoned timber bridge piles.  This shall not be paid for directly, 
but considered subsidiary to various bid items. 

Cut driftwood as required, load, haul and dispose of driftwood and debris off the right of way in 
accordance with federal, state and local regulations.  Unless otherwise approved by the Engineer, 
small items (less than 24 inches in diameter) may be chipped on site and spread on the ROW 
above the ordinary high-water mark as approved by the Engineer.  No debris, whole or chipped 
will be deposited in a floodplain area.   

Disposal sites must be permitted by State and Local Government. 

ITEM 7329: MAINTENANCE SPEED LIMIT SIGNING 

All maintenance activity work sites will require Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Signs to 
temporarily lower regulatory speed limits.  Form 1204M will be completed for each work site and 
this form will determine the temporary reduced speed based on the type of work and relevant work 
zone factors.  Refer to the Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Standard Sheets for the listing of 
signs required and additional information on placement and covering of signs.  At the conclusion of 
work, all signs related to the temporary speed limit must immediately be removed and permanent 
speed limit signs uncovered. 
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