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PROJECT NUMBER: RMC 644434001

COUNTY: BELL

HIGHWAY: FM 817, ETC CONTROL: 6444-34-001 

GENERAL NOTES SHEET A

GENERAL NOTES  

A non-site specific contract for tree trimming, brush, driftwood and debris removal within the 
highway right of way of various roadways in Bell County according to the standard specifications 
or as modified in the general specifications listed below. 

The construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed project will be consistent with the 
state implementation plan as prepared by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

PRE-BID QUESTIONS 

Contractor questions for this project may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  
This webpage can be accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following 
Address:  https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   

The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for and 
click on the link in the window that pops up. 

This contract consists of multiple work orders. 

Work orders for emergency work (with emergency mobilization bid item) will require a 48-
hour response time from the Contractor.   

BASIS OF ESTIMATE 

Working days are based on the following: 

TREE TRIMMING / BRUSH REMOVAL 

Description Quantity / Day 

Tree Trimming and Brush Removal 
2   Centerline Mile Per Working 
Day 

Tree Trimming and Brush Removal for 
Channel 

1   Acres Per Working Day 
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Tree Removal 
Description Quantity / Day 
4” – 12” Diameter 10 Each Per Day 
12” – 18” Diameter 7 Each Per Day 
18” – 24” Diameter 7 Each Per Day 
24” – 30” Diameter 7 Each Per Day 
30” – 36” Diameter 3 Each Per Day 
36” – 42” Diameter 3 Each Per Day 
42” – 48” Diameter 3 Each Per Day 
48” – 60” Diameter 1 Each Per Day 
60” – 72” Diameter 1 Each Per Day 
Stump Removal 5 Each Per Day 

DRIFTWOOD / DEBRIS REMOVAL 

Description Quantity / Day 
Removal of Driftwood and Debris 80 CY Per Day 

Office of Record:  For this contract, the office of record will be the Texas Department of 
Transportation office listed below.  

Maint. Supervisor   Telephone Number Maint. Office Location 
Jerrod Swift (254) 939-3691 410 W. Loop 121 
Bell County Belton, TX 76513 

The Contractor will perform the work required for this contract according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation Standard Specifications for Construction and Maintenance of Highways, Streets, 
and Bridges (2014). 

Prior to beginning work, a pre-construction meeting between representatives of the State and the 
Contractor will be arranged by the State.  This meeting will outline the proper methods of 
construction, sequence of work, work locations, emphasize traffic control, plans, specifications, 
unusual conditions, and other pertinent items regarding the work. 

ITEM 1 ABBREVIATIONS AND DEFINITIONS: 

This is a Non-Site-Specific Contract as defined in Item 1.3.90. 

ITEM 2:  INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Bid tabulations will include stipulations in 
accordance with 2.11.5.3 “Rubber Additives” and 2.11.5.5 “Home State Bidding Preference”. 
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ITEM 5:  CONTROL OF THE WORK 

Prior to beginning work in the area of existing utilities, the contractor will consult with the utility 
companies for exact locations to prevent any damage or interference with present facilities.  This 
action will in no way be interpreted as relieving the contractor of his responsibilities, under the 
terms of the contract and as set out in the plans and specifications. The contractor will repair any 
damage caused by his operations, at his own expense and will restore facilities to service in a 
timely manner. 

Underground utilities owned by the Texas Department of Transportation may be present within the 
Right-Of-Way on this project.  For signal, illumination, surveillance, and communications & control 
maintained by TxDOT, call the TxDOT Traffic Signal Office (254)867-2808 for locates a minimum 
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  For irrigation systems, call TxDOT Landscape Office 
(254)867-2726 for locates a minimum of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  If city or town owned
irrigation facilities are present, call the appropriate department of the local city or town a minimum
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  The Contractor is liable for all damages when utilities are
damaged due to Contractor’s negligence including, but not limited to, repair or replacement at the
Contractor’s expense.

ITEM 6:  CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Buy Texas stipulations apply in accordance 
with 6.1.2 “Buy Texas”. 

References to manufacturer’s   trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only and the contractor will be permitted to furnish like materials of other manufacturers provided 
they are of equal quality and comply with specifications for this project.   

ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

No significant traffic generator events identified. 

If utilizing private property for field office sites, equipment storage sites or for any other purpose 
involved with this project, provide to the Engineer written proof of the property owner's approval of 
the use of this property.  This proof may be in the form of a letter or agreement signed by the 
property owner or other documents acceptable to the Engineer.    

Personal vehicles of the contractor’s employees will not be parked within the right of way at any 
time including any section closed to public traffic, unless the vehicle is being utilized for 
construction procedures. However, the contractor’s employees may park on the right of way at the 
sites where the contractor has his office, equipment and materials storage yard. 

The contractor is alerted to the possible presence of swallows under the existing bridges or 
culverts. Because the migratory bird treaty act prohibits harm to swallows, their eggs or their 
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nestlings, the contractor will not begin potentially disturbing activities on or near the bridge until the 
birds have abandoned any occupied nests (approximately September 1).  Active nests may not be 
removed regardless of the date. 

Prior to the swallows returning to the nests (approximately March 1), abandoned nests will be 
removed from the bridge.  The contractor will prevent the establishment of new nests on any 
portion of the structure.  Methods for preventing the establishment of new nests must be approved 
by the project Engineer. Examples of acceptable nest prevention methods are bird-deterrent 
netting and bird-repelling sprays and/or gels to be applied to the structure.  This work will not be 
paid for directly, but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

This Project will be Calendar Day in accordance with Article 8.3.1.5. 

Meet bi-weekly or at intervals as agreed upon with the engineer to notify him or her of planned 
work for the upcoming 3-week period. 

Provide the engineer with a daily work schedule of planned activities including anticipated 
quantities of materials  

At all times, the Contractor’s personnel shall be dressed in approved safety attire while outside of 
vehicles and/or while performing work on the highway right of way.  This will include, but is not 
limited to, hard hats and safety vests. 

Work may be performed under multiple work orders. The contractor shall begin work within seven 
(7) calendar days after the authorization date shown on the work order. The work order will include
the date when work and time charges will begin, the allowable number of working days, and
details specific to the item of work. Unless directed by the Engineer, a preconstruction meeting will
not be required when each work order is issued. The work order will consist of any combination of
bid items listed in the contracts and will include multiple locations within Bell County as identified
on the plans.

The Engineer will have the right to remove items and quantities of work after the work order is 
issued to the contractor. 

Working days may be adjusted in the case of more than one work order being issued at the same 
time. Liquidated damages will be assessed on each work order for every day work continues 
beyond the number of days allowed in the work order. The amount of liquidated damages will be 
based on the total project amount. 

Notify the Engineer by 8:15 a.m. if work will not be performed that day. 

To comply with the Endangered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Contractor will 
not remove any vegetation between March 1 and September 15. This contract consists of multiple 
work orders.  Work will commence upon issuance of a work order.  The work order will include the 
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date when work and time charges will begin, the allowable number of working days, and details 
specific to the item of work. 

All general tree trimming and tree removal work for this contract will be completed no later than 
March 1, 2024.  Trimming and/or removal tasks will be allowed after March 1, 2024 only at the 
direction of the Engineer. 

ITEM 500: MOBILIZATION 

Material On Hand (MOH) will not be used in calculating partial payments for Mobilization. 

Each work order will include multiple locations, but only one mobilization (call out) will be paid per 
work order. 

ITEM 502: BARRICADES, SIGNS, AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

On this project Barricades, signs and traffic handling will not be paid for directly, but considered 
subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Access will be provided to all business and residences at all times.  Where turning radii are limited 
during phased construction at intersections, provide all weather surfaces such as RAP or base in 
turning movements to accommodate and to protect the traffic from edge drop-offs. Materials, 
labor, maintenance and removal for these temporary accesses and radii will not be paid for directly 
but will be considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 

Provide written proposed lane closure information by 1:00 pm on the business day prior to the 
proposed closures.  Do not close lanes when this requirement is not met.   

Place barricades and signs in locations that do not obstruct the sight distance of drivers entering 
the highway from driveways or side streets.   

The Contractor Responsible Person(s) (CRP) for Work Zone Traffic Controls will inspect and 
ensure any deficiencies are corrected each and every day throughout the duration of this contract. 
Any misaligned or damaged traffic control devices will be repaired as soon as practical after 
deficiency is discovered. 

All maintenance activity work sites will require Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Signs to 
temporarily lower regulatory speed limits.  Form 1204M will be completed for each work site and 
this form will determine the temporary reduced speed based on the type of work and relevant work 
zone factors.  Refer to the Maintenance Work Zone Speed Limit Standard Sheets for the listing of 
signs required and additional information on placement and covering of signs.  At the conclusion of 
work, all signs related to the temporary speed limit must immediately be removed and permanent 
speed limit signs uncovered. 
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ITEM 752: TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 

The Contractor will take precautions to avoid harm to any wildlife encountered during the project; 
this includes active nests or burrows. 

All Oak Tree Species: 

1. To avoid the spread of Oak Wilt or other disease, all species of oak trees that are damaged
or cut (branches, roots and/or stumps) for any reason during this contract, must be treated
with a commercial wound dressing within 20 minutes of causing the damage or cut.

2. To prevent the spread of infection from tree to tree when pruning oak trees (all species),
the Contractor must disinfect all pruning tools with a solution of 70% isopropyl alcohol after
all cutting is complete on each oak tree.

3. Potentially dangerous trees or limbs will be removed as soon as possible.

4. The Engineer can stop all Work operations if the dressing, cut and removal requirements
are not followed.

5. Pruning shall be in accordance with ANSI A300 pruning standard.

The Contractor will be responsible for leaving the project site clean and neat in appearance upon 
completion and before final acceptance by the Engineer.   

Limits as shown in the plans are approximate.  Actual limits may vary.  

Remove and dispose of cuttings within five (5) calendar days after cutting. 

Material will be disposed of in accordance with federal, state, and local regulations.  No material 
will be placed on private property unless otherwise approved in writing by the Engineer.  The 
Contractor will provide sufficient documentation to verify proper disposal. 

Wood chips may be left on the right of way no deeper than two (2) inches. Do not trespass on 
private property while perform work on this contract.  Do not cut or damage timber outside the 
right-of-way lines. 

Remove all fallen parts of trees, damaged limbs, and dead limbs.  This work will not be paid for 
directly, but will be considered subsidiary to this item. 

Tree Trimming:  Contractor may use a buzzbar type saw for trimming trees.  If using a buzzbar 
type saw, branches may protrude from the truck.  The use of a brushax will not be allowed.   

Trees will be trimmed to a clearance height as follows: 
1. 10 feet above natural ground within the ROW (except above pavement)
2. 18 feet above pavement (includes shoulders and travel lanes)
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Tree Trimming and Brush Removal for Channels:  Item is paid by the acre.  This item will be used 
to pay for work in channels, slopes, wide right of way, and areas of dense trees areas as shown 
on the plans.   

Stump removal is subsidiary to this bid item for trees removed by Contractor. 

Bid Item 752 6018 covers only stumps left behind from trees that have previously been removed 
or fallen. 

ITEM 6185: TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATORS 

On this project TMA’s will not be paid for directly, but considered subsidiary to the various bid 
items. 

The shadow vehicle with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) will not be optional but will be required 
as shown on the appropriate traffic control plan sheets. Truck mounted attenuators must meet the 
requirements of the Compliant Work Zone Traffic Control Device List.   

All TMAs required for this project will be Level 3 Compliant. 

ITEM 7000:  REMOVAL AND PROPER DISPOSAL OF DRIFTWOOD AND DEBRIS 

All quantities are estimated and subject to change at the discretion of the Engineer. 

Work shall be paid for by the CY of removed material.   

Equipment may include but is not limited to dragline, front-end loader, backhoe, hydraulic 
excavator, dozer, track loader, dump trucks, etc. 

Limits for the removal of driftwood and debris shall typically include the width of the right of way 
(upstream and downstream) for the length of the structure. 

Debris shall consist of all foreign material within the work area including trash, tires, etc. 

Contractor shall cut and remove abandoned timber bridge piles.  This shall not be paid for directly, 
but considered subsidiary to various bid items. 

Cut driftwood as required, load, haul and dispose of driftwood and debris off the right of way in 
accordance with federal, state and local regulations.  Unless otherwise approved by the Engineer, 
small items (less than 24 inches in diameter) may be chipped on site and spread on the ROW 
above the ordinary high-water mark as approved by the Engineer.  No debris, whole or chipped 
will be deposited in a floodplain area.   

Disposal sites must be permitted by State and Local Government. 



EST. FINAL

DISTRICT COUNTY CCSJ SHEET

6444-36-001Waco McLennan
























































































