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Project Number: RMC 636893001 
County: LEE 

Sheet:   
Control: 6368-93-001 

Highway: US 290 

General Notes Sheet A 

GENERAL NOTES:   Version: December 20, 2019 

GENERAL 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Bastrop Area            Mark.Baumann@txdot.gov    
Bastrop Area Diana.Schulze@txdot.gov 

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone, and in person by the above 
individuals. 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. Once a response is developed, it will 
be posted to TxDOT’s Public FTP at the following Address: 

https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting Responses/ 

All questions submitted that generate a response will be posted through this site. The site is 
organized by District, Project Type (Construction or Maintenance), Letting Date, CCSJ/Project 
Name. 

Written notice will be given to begin work on this project.  

Work must begin within seven (7) calendar days after such notification.  Time charges will begin 
when work begins regardless if it falls within seven (7) calendar days of the notification to begin 
work. 

Commence work upon issuance of a work order.  Continue for two (2) calendar years or until 
contract funds are expended, whichever occurs first. 

Work under this contract shall consist of full width and strip mowing at various locations in Lee 
County. 

References to manufacturer’s trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only.  Similar materials from other manufacturers are permitted if they are of equal quality, comply 
with the specifications for this project, and are approved. 

If work is performed at Contractor’s option, when inclement weather is impending, and the work 
is damaged by subsequent precipitation, the Contractor is responsible for all costs associated with 
replacing the work, if required. 

Equip all construction equipment used in roadway work with highly visible omnidirectional 
flashing warning lights. 

A slow moving vehicle emblem will be affixed to the rear of mowers.  

Project Number: RMC 636893001 Sheet:  3 
County: LEE Control: 6368-93-001 
Highway: US 290 

General Notes Sheet B 

All sweepers and trucks involved in work under this contract will be equipped, as approved by 
the Engineer, with a permanently mounted 360 degree revolving or strobe warning light with 
amber lens.  This light will have a minimum lens height of 5 inches and a diameter of 5 inches.  
The light will have a mounting height of not less than 6 feet above the roadway surface and will 
be visible from all sides.  This equipment will also have attached at each side of the rear end of 
the vehicle an approved orange warning flag mounted not less than 8 feet above the roadway 
surface. 

Damage to existing pipes and SET’s due to Contractor operations will be repaired at Contractor’s 
expense.  

Damage that occurs to existing fences while performing work is the Contractor’s responsibility 
under this contract.  Any damage to fences must be repaired immediately to its prior existing 
condition or better.  

The Contractor is responsible for any damage done to the existing utilities while working on this 
project.  The Contractor is responsible for reporting the damage to the utility company as soon as 
possible. 

All locations used for storing construction equipment, materials, and stockpiles of any type, within 
the right of way, will be as directed.  Use of right of way for these purposes will be restricted to 
those locations where driver sight distance to businesses and side street intersections is not 
obstructed and at other locations where an unsightly appearance will not exist.  The Contractor 
will not have exclusive use of right of way but will cooperate in the use of the right of way with 
the city/county and various public utility companies as required. 

Remove all equipment from the right of way at the completion of each mowing cycle.  Equipment 
will not be left within 30 feet of the travel lane.   

Each contract is considered separate and individual from others. Requirements to complete work 
on any or all contracts may occur at the same time. If requests are issued at the same time, it is 
expected that the work will be completed in the time frame allowed.  

During evacuation periods for Hurricane events the Contractor will cooperate with Department for 
the restricting of Lane Closures and arranging for Traffic Control to facilitate Coastal Evacuation 
Efforts.   

ITEM 2 – INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

 A work order will be issued for each item of work, or as directed by the Engineer.  Daily work 
reports will be submitted to the Engineer.  Work reports will include planned work 24 hours in 
advance and all completed work.  Notify Engineer of arrival at each site prior to beginning work.  
Documentation of completion of work and inspection by the Engineer are required for payment.   
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If the Contractor fails to complete work with the allowable times as noted in the plans, the 
Department may take steps to have the work completed/corrected.  This may include the use of 
State Forces or Emergency Contracts.  Once the Contractor is notified that the Department is taking 
corrective action, the Contractor shall refrain from performing work on the item in question unless 
approved by the Engineer.  The costs associated with these measures will be deducted from any 
monies due to the Contractor. 

Sufficient equipment and personnel to maintain the work schedule will always be maintained.  This 
may require multiple crews.  

ITEM 7 – LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Roadway closures during key dates and/or special events are prohibited. See notes for Item 502 
for the key dates and/or special events.

When any abandoned well is encountered, cease construction operations in this area and notify the 
Engineer who will coordinate the proper plugging procedures. A water well driller licensed in the 
State of Texas must be used to plug a well.

Erosion control and stabilization measures must be initiated immediately in portions of the site 
where construction activities have temporarily ceased and will not resume for a period exceeding 
14 calendar days. Track all exposed soil, stockpiles, and slopes.  Tracking consists of operating a 
tracked vehicle or equipment up and down the slope, leaving track marks perpendicular to the 
direction of the slope.  Re-track slopes and stockpiles after each rain event or every 14 days, 
whichever occurs first. This work is subsidiary. 

Perform maintenance of vehicles or equipment at designated maintenance sites.  Keep a spill kit 
on-site during fueling and maintenance. This work is subsidiary.

Suspend all activities near any significant recharge features, such as sinkholes, caves, or any other 
subterranean openings that are discovered during construction or core sampling.  Do not proceed 
until the designated Geologist or TCEQ representative is present to evaluate and approve remedial 
action.

Locate aboveground storage tanks kept on-site for construction purposes in a contained area as to 
not allow any exposure to soils.  The containment will be sized to capture 150% of the total 
capacity of the storage tanks.

ITEM 500 – MOBILIZATION

One Mobilization will be paid for each callout performed.
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ITEM 502 - BARRICADES, SIGNS, AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

Table 2 
Roadway Limits  Allowable Closure Time 
All  Entire Limits 30 minutes after sunrise to 30 minutes before sunset 

No closures will be allowed on the weekends, working day prior, and working day after the 
National Holidays defined in the Standard Specifications, Good Friday, and Easter 
weekend.  Closures the Sunday of the Super Bowl will not be allowed from 1 P to 11 P.  No 
closures will be allowed on Friday and the weekends for projects within 20 miles of Formula 1 at 
COTA, ACL Fest, SXSW, ROT Rally, UT home football games (includes games not on a Friday 
or weekend), sales tax holiday, Dell Match Play (includes Thursday) or other special events that 
could be impacted by the construction.  All lanes will be open by noon of the day before these 
special events.  

ITEM 730 – ROADSIDE MOWING 

For this contract, there are 2 cycles of full width mowing and 1 cycle of strip mowing, annually.  

The Contractor will be given written notification of when to begin a mowing cycle.  Within the 
written notification, the Contractor will be given the number of acres required for the mowing 
cycle, and the date when the time charges for the mowing cycle will be started.  The number of 
working days allowed to complete the mowing cycle will be determined by the Engineer. 

Work will be considered progressing satisfactorily if the average acceptable acres mowed per day 
are in line with the total number of acres required per day as outlined below for each type of 
mowing.  All hand trimming must also be accomplished for the amount of acres mowed. 

For this contract, the required mowing acres per normal working day will be 140 acres for full 
width mowing and 75 acres for strip mowing.  

Mowers will be adjusted for a cutting height of approximately five to seven inches as directed by 
the Engineer.  Stops will be placed in the cylinders on the main deck so the mower will not cut 
lower than this set adjustment.  The Engineer reserves the right to require the mower to be 
readjusted at any time the Engineer suspects the adjustment is incorrect.  All rotary mowers will 
be maintained with sharp blades to cleanly, evenly cut vegetation at all times. 

All rotary mowers must be equipped with either safety chains or the manufacturer’s safety device 
to prevent damage to property caused by flying debris propelled out from under the mower.  Chains 
will be a minimum of 5/16 inch in size and links spaced side by side around the mowers front, 
sides and rear. 

Tractor mounted mowers may be used in large open areas. Suitable smaller riding or push-type 
mowers will be used in areas around shrubs and trees in landscaped areas as directed by the 
Engineer. 
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All hand trimming must be kept up with the mowing operation.  For this operation, a minimum of 
one support vehicle will be required along with a minimum of two people to do the trimming per 
tract.  These persons will perform the trimming directly behind the mowers.  The trimming should 
not be done by the mower operators unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.  Should the hand 
trimming fall behind, the Engineer may stop all mowing operations until the trimming is caught 
up. The work days will continue during this mowing stoppage.  

Mow as close as possible to all fixed objects exercising extreme care not to damage trees, plants, 
shrubs, signs, delineators or other appurtenances which are part of the facility.  Hand trimming 
around such objects is required of the Contractor, unless specified otherwise, and will be subsidiary 
to the mowing operations and has been included in the total working days allowed.  Straighten and 
plumb all object markers and delineators post after each mowing cycle.  Working days will 
continue to accrue until this work is complete.  Any damage caused by the Contractor’s operation 
will be repaired and/or replaced to a condition as good as or better than at the Contractor’s expense.  
The Department has the authority to charge the Contractor for any damage not repaired. 

Grass trimmings that accumulate in the gutters and roadway shall be removed by the contractor.  
This work is subsidiary to the pertinent items. 

The Contractor will remove all small woody plants around fixed objects. 

The Contractor will be required to edge the curb lines during each cycle of mowing. 

The Engineer reserves the right to specify the sequence of mowing operation by highway, etc.  
Failure to comply with these instructions will be considered as not complying with the terms of 
the contract.  The sequence of work will be as established by the Engineer or as requested by the 
Contractor with prior approval by the Engineer. 

Then Engineer reserves the right to pay for partial cycles when it is determined that certain 
highways or portions thereof may not need mowing. 

The number of cycles included in the plans is for estimation purposes only.  The Contractor will 
be given written notice on an as-needed (callout work) for each cycle of mowing. 

To prevent further spread of parasitic or invasive plants in the Austin District, all mowing 
equipment must be pressure washed prior to beginning mowing operations in any Austin District 
Maintenance Section. 

Mowing Requirements:  Strip mowing will also include all mowing necessary to maintain adequate 
sight distance at intersections, private entrances, off ramps, on ramps, signs, delineators and 
curves.  Strip mowing may also be used to mow inside small towns between normal mowing 
cycles. 

Furnishing and installation of work zone signs is subsidiary to Item 730. 
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