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      GENERAL NOTES 

General: 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s):   
 
Sherman Area Office 
Aaron Bloom, P.E. – Aaron.Bloom@txdot.gov 
 
Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone, and in person by the above 
individuals. 
 
All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. Once a response is developed, it will 
be posted to TxDOT’s Public FTP at the following Address: 
https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting%20Responses/ 
All questions submitted that generate a response will be posted through this site. The site is 
organized by District, Project Type (Construction or Maintenance), Letting Date, CCSJ/Project 
Name. 
 
Dispose of waste materials at an approved site. Furnish written approval from the property owner 
before disposal of waste materials. 
 
Locate equipment a minimum of 30 feet from roadway when possible. Place signs and barricades 
as approved. 
 
Stockpile sites for construction materials must be approved.  Give at least 48 hours notification 
prior to stockpiling material. 
 
Item 5 Control of the Work: 
 
The responsibility for the construction surveying on this contract will be in accordance with 
Section 5.9.3, Method C.  
 
Working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4 Standard Work 
Week.   
 
Right and left are determined based upon the forward direction of stationing in the specific 
control section. 
 
Item 7 Legal Relations and Responsibilities: 
 
No significant traffic generator events identified. 

Item 8 Prosecution and Progress: 
 
Before beginning work on this project submit in writing, for approval, a plan of construction 
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operations outlining in detail a sequence of work to be followed. 

Provide a Bar Chart progress schedule for this project. 

Adjacent construction operations shall only be allowed on one side of the roadway at a time. 

Item 9 Measurement and Payment: 

Items of work for the Monthly Estimate will be cut off on the 25th of each month.  Items of work 
performed after the 25th will be processed and paid on the following month’s estimate.  Material 
On Hand (MOH) will cut off on the 20th of each month.  Special circumstances will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  

Item 105 Removing Treated and Untreated Base and Asphalt Pavement: 

Process salvage material into pieces not larger than 2”. Construct separate stockpiles for asphaltic 
surfacing material and flexible base material. 

Item 132 Embankment: 

Test potential embankment sources using Tex-145-E to determine the presence and concentration of 
sulfates. Do not bring soil with greater than 3000 ppm sulfates into project.   

Excavation pits for project embankment made within 250 feet of State Right of Way must be 
approved. 

Before embankment operations the existing topsoil shall be salvaged in a manner to preserve the 
vigor of the existing Bermuda grass sod per Item 160.    

Item 134 Backfilling Pavement Edges: 

Use Type A backfill Material for final backfill consisting of subsoil obtained below topsoil to 
prevent noxious seed transfer.  Provide material free of vegetation and other objectionable 
material with a Plasticity Index between 15 and 30.  

The backfill material source shall be approved.  

Place backfill with a road widener. 

Item 164 Seeding for Erosion Control, 166 Fertilizer: 

Apply fertilizer with a ratio of 3-1-2 (N-P-K) over the areas to be seeded. This work will not be paid 
for directly, but will be considered subsidiary. 
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Item 164 Seeding for Erosion Control, 166 Fertilizer (Cont.): 
 
Seed mixture.            
Canada Wildrye (Elymus canadensis) at 10 PLS/acre 
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) at 8 PLS/acre 
Green Sprangletop (Leptochloa dubia) at 2 PLS/acre 
Buffalograss (Bouteloua dactyloides) at 8 PLS/acre 
Partridge Pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata) at 13 PLS/acre 
 
If plantings are done between September and March, add Cereal Rye Grain (Secale cereale) at 25 
PLS lbs/acre.  
 
Item 168 Vegetative Watering: 
 
Use water trucks equipped with a sprinkler system adequate to permit coverage of the entire seeded 
area from the roadbed. This equipment must be available to perform watering throughout the 
duration of vegetative establishment.  
 
Water all seeded areas the day seed is applied.  Thereafter, maintain the seeded areas in a well-
watered condition throughout the duration of vegetative establishment. 
 
Item 247 Flexible Base:   
                                              Grading requirements 
           Tests to be in accordance with TxDOT Standard Test Methods 
                                                   Soil Constants 
Item Desc.              Linear Shrinkage      LL       Wet Ball      WBMV(incr. passing #40 sieve)                               
Item 247 Flex Base        6.0 max.         40 max.    40 max.                      20% max. 
PERCENT RETAINED ON SIEVE: 

1-3/4” 7/8” 3/8” No. 4 No. 40 
0 10-35 30-50 45-65 70-85 

 
Flexible Base will not contain more than 1% by weight of clay balls. 
 
All pavement edge drop-offs, at end of day, shall be backfilled in accordance with Edge Treatment 
Condition I on the “Treatment for Various Edge Conditions” sheet. Backfill material shall be 
approved by the Engineer. 
 
Item 251 Reworking Base Courses: 
 
Full depth HMAC patching and stabilized areas of various depths are to be expected and are to be 
reworked into existing base. Stabilized areas may include but are not limited to cement, fly ash, or 
asphalt treated base.   
 
The finished roadway must match existing grades at project limits, intersections and 
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work area terminations. In these areas, salvage existing base and remove sufficient subgrade 
material to construct the full-depth proposed pavement section, according to the transition details 
shown in the plans. This removal will not be paid for directly, but will be considered subsidiary 
to the various bid items. Excess subgrade material generated by these transitions may be utilized 
to construct slopes, or wasted as approved by the Engineer. 

Item 302 Aggregates for Surface Treatments: 

 Grade 5 Modified Grading Requirements 
CUMULATIVE PERCENT RETAINED ON SIEVE: 

1/2” 3/8” No. 4 No. 8 No. 200 
0 0-5 30-80 85-100 95-100

The decantation requirement for Grade 5 Modified aggregate is 4% maximum. 

The requirements for Flakiness Index, Magnesium Sulfate Soundness, and Los Angeles Abrasion 
are waived for the Grade 5 Modified aggregate. 

Item 316 Surface Treatments: 

Unless otherwise permitted by the Engineer in writing, the open season for asphalt placement 
will be: 

May 15- August 31 for AC 

Permission to place asphalt outside of the open season may require the contractor to place a fog 
seal at the contractor’s expense.   

*Rates For Construction Projects

First Course 
ITEM APPLICATION 

1st Course 
*Asphalt Type AC-20-5TR or AC-20XP 
*Asph. Rate (Gal/SY) 0.46 
Aggregate Type B 
Aggregate Grade 3 
Aggr. Rate (CY/SY) 1:105 
Min. Cure Time 

* The information above is intended to provide general guidance and as a basis of estimate.
Based on the season and weather conditions at the time, the engineer will determine the asphalt
type and rates to be used at the time of application.
** Or as approved by the Engineer
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Item 351 Flexible Pavement Structure Repair: 
 
Engineer will select pavement repair areas before scheduled work begins. 
 
Perform flexible pavement structure repair before the final HMAC placement. 
 
Item 354 Planing and Texturing Pavement: 
 
The planing operation will be followed closely by the hot-mix asphalt (HMA) overlay operation. 
If inclement weather or other unexpected factors do not allow planed areas to be overlaid, 
warning signs per Standard Sheet WZ(UL) will be maintained until the hot-mix asphalt overlay 
operation is completed. 
 
RAP will become the property of the Contractor.   
 
Item 432 Riprap: 
 
The Engineer may adjust placement of riprap in the field. 
 
ADA vehicle parking area shall utilize 6” concrete riprap and be reinforced longitudinally and 
traversely with #4 rebar at 12” c-c spacing between the #4 bars.  Center rebar vertically in the 
sidewalk.  Use grade 60 rebar. 
 
Item 502 Barricades, Signs and Traffic Handling: 
 
The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The 
Engineer may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of 
enhancement. 
 
The following items will be required for flagger on this project: 

1. Flaggers are required to wear a white hard hat while performing flagging operations. 
2. Flaggers will be required at the intersection of all State maintained roadways. 
3. Flaggers may be required at other high traffic generating intersections as deemed 

necessary by the Area Engineer. 
 
The traffic control plan for this contract consists of the installation and maintenance of warning 
signs and other traffic control devices shown in the plans, specification data which may be 
included in the general notes, applicable provisions of the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (TMUTCD), traffic control plan sheets included in the plans, standard BC 
sheets and Item 502 of the Standard Specifications. 
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Do not begin Item 502, Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling, on the roadway until both of the 
following conditions are met: 

1. The work schedule is approved.
2. No more than 5 workdays will pass between the beginning of Item 502 and the actual

commencement of roadway work bid items.

Correct all deficiencies within the time frame noted on the Traffic Control Device Inspection 
Form 599.  Failure to make corrections within time frame specified may result in no payment for 
this Item for the month of the noted deficiency. 

Provide shadow vehicles equipped with Truck Mounted Attenuators (TMA) as shown on Traffic 
Control Plan (TCP) standards.  

Ensure that all travel lanes are open at night. 

Provide pilot car during one lane/two-way traffic operations. 

Road closures must be approved by the Engineer.  Provide a two-week advance notice to the 
Engineer prior to desired roadway closure period.   Begin display of closure information on 
PCMBs ten days prior to roadway closure. 

Item 506 Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation & Environmental Controls: 

The Temporary Erosion Control measures for this project will consist of using the following 
items, as directed: 

1. Erosion Control Logs

The final estimate will be withheld until all disturbed areas are covered with at least 70% 
perennial vegetative cover.   

Acquire approval for any change to the location of erosion control logs as shown in the plans, 
prior to installation. Placement of erosion protection devices may be altered, as directed, to 
satisfy the requirements of the SW3P. 

Refer to the SW3P sheet for the total disturbed area for the project. 

The disturbed area in this project, all project locations in the Contract, and Contractor project 
specific locations (PSLs) within one mile of the project limits will further establish the 
authorization requirements for storm water discharges. The Department will obtain an 
authorization to discharge storm water from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) for the construction activities shown on the plans. Obtain any required authorization 
from the TCEQ for any Contractor PSLs for construction support activities on or off ROW. 
When the total area disturbed for all projects in the Contract and PSLs within one mile of the 
project limits exceeds five acres, provide a copy of the Contractors NOI for PSLs on the ROW 
(to the appropriate MS4 operator when on an off-system route). 
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Item 529 Concrete Curb, Gutter, And Combined Curb And Gutter: 
 
Reinforcing steel shall be required in all curb/curb and gutter unless otherwise directed by the 
Engineer. 
 
Item 540 Metal Beam Guard Fence:  
 
Reinstall removed MBGF and SGT’s on the same day. 
 
MBGF delineation shall be installed within ten (10) working days of the completion of each 
MBGF section. Concrete mow strip is not considered to be a part of this work. 
 
Item 542 Removing Metal Beam Guard Fence:  
 
Removed MBGF rail shall be retained by the Contractor. 
 
Item 585 Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces: 
 
Use Surface Test Type A to evaluate ride quality of the final pavement surface on park side 
roads in accordance with Item 585, “Ride Quality for Pavement Surfaces.” 
 
Use Surface Test Type B Pay Adjustment Schedule 2 to evaluate ride quality of the final 
pavement surface Park Road 20 in accordance with Item 585, “Ride Quality for Pavement 
Surfaces.”  A localized roughness penalty of $500 per occurrence will be assessed. 
 
Item 662 Work Zone Pavement Markings: 
 
Non-removable markings may be paint and beads. 
 
Place flexible reflective roadway tabs in accordance with the current WZ (STPM) prior to seal 
coat operations.  Place tabs to indicate the beginning and ending of no passing zones.  
 
Cut, remove and properly dispose of the upright portions of all work zone tabs prior to 
acceptance of any roadway. Remove entire tab when located on HMAC or concrete surfaces. 
 
Item 666 Reflectorized Pavement Markings: 
  
No stripe will be placed unless the inspector is present and at least 24 hours advance notice has 
been given by the Contractor. 
 
Lay out pilot lines for approval 24 hours prior to all final pavement marking applications.   
 
Use equipment with footage counters capable of measuring the linear footage placed.  Calibrate 
counters prior to the beginning of striping operations. 
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Reduce truck speed enough to ensure that the beads drop onto the stripe and do not roll in the 
paint film. 

Due to problems in traffic handling, do not place a dash center stripe and edge line at the same 
time. 

Contact the Engineer 7 days before pavement marking placement for re-establishment of no-pass 
zones. 

Item 3076 Dense-Graded Hot-Mix Asphalt: 

All surface mixes are to be SAC A. 

The use of PG 64-22 asphalt is required. 

RAS is not allowed in surface mixes 

Use a self-propelled wheel mounted MTV capable of receiving mix from the haul trucks, 
separate from the paver. It shall have a minimum storage capacity of approximately 25 tons. It 
shall be equipped with a pivoting discharge conveyor and shall completely and thoroughly remix 
the material prior to placement. The effectiveness of the MTV’s remixing ability is subject to the 
approval of the Engineer. In addition, the paver shall have a surge storage insert with a minimum 
capacity of 20 tons. 

Specify Hot Mix Asphalt Concrete (HMAC) or Warm Mix Asphalt (WMA) at the time of design 
submittal. After design submittal, continue producing the chosen design unless otherwise 
approved.  

RAP from contractor owned sources may be used if the RAP is fractionated. The course fraction 
of contractor owned RAP will not be allowed if it consists primarily of siliceous aggregates. 

A tack coat is required for all overlay areas and for all longitudinal joints unless otherwise 
directed.  

Evaluation of the mixture for moisture susceptibility will be performed by using test method 
TEX 530-C (boil test) and there shall be no evidence of stripping during design verification or at 
any time during production. 

The maximum nighttime paved surface vertical differential will be limited to two inches. Prevent 
ponding of water on any travel ways that are exposed to traffic. 

Perform all sampling for aggregate quality testing on stockpiles at the HMAC plant. Mixture 
sampling for QC/QA testing will typically be taken from the truck at the plant; however, the 
Engineer may direct that a sample be taken at any point or location of mixture during production, 
delivery or placement. 
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Item 3076 Dense-Graded Hot-Mix Asphalt (Cont.): 

Preparation and construction of permanent / temporary transitions, terminations of mix courses 
and transitions to driveways and intersecting roadways is subsidiary to Item 341. This includes 
all labor, machinery, materials and incidentals to complete the work including planing, removal, 
hauling and stockpiling of materials and necessary clean-up.  

Item 3096 Asphalts, Oils, and Emulsions: 

Provide 1L (1qt.) clean and dry screw top or friction-lid sampling cans as directed. 

Furnish at least one sample of each type of asphalt used on the project for QA/QC purposes. 

Item 6185 Truck Mounted Attenuators: 

Shadow vehicles with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) are required on the traffic control plan 
and TCP standards for this project.  The contractor will be responsible for determining if one or 
more of these traffic control operations will be ongoing at the same time to determine the total 
number of TMAs needed for the project. 
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