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Project Number: RMC 6450-83-001 Sheet 3 
 
County: VAN ZANDT Control: 6450-83-001 
 
Highway: SH 64, ETC. 
 
 

 General Notes Sheet A 

GENERAL NOTES: 
 
GENERAL.  
 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individuals: 
 

Lance Pomykal, P.E.   Lance.Pomykal@txdot.gov 
Joshua Fulton, P.E.                             Josh.Fulton@txdot.gov 

  
 
For Q&A on Proposals navigate to:  
 

https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors  
 
Use the dashboard to navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the 
dashboard using the controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project and click 
on the link in the window that pops up to view the Q&A. 
 
All work on this contract will be scheduled and directed by the following TxDOT 
Representatives: 
 
Sarah Hatley             Maintenance Supervisor                       903-829-5092 
Tony Heidle              Contract Inspector   903-574-7987                                
 
Payment will be made on a monthly basis for work completed and accepted according to 
specifications. 
 
ITEM 5. CONTROL OF THE WORK 
 
Designate in writing a competent, English-speaking Superintendent employed by the Contractor.  
This Superintendent must be available at all times to receive instructions from the authorized 
Department representatives and to act for the Contractor. 
 
Upon completion of the work at each location, clear and remove from the site all surplus and 
discarded materials and leave the entire project in a neat and sightly condition. 
 
 
ITEM 7. LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
 
Roadway closures during the following key dates and/or special events are prohibited: 

 Lane closures will not be allowed Friday thru Sunday of Canton’s First Monday 
Weekend. 
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 Lane closures will not be allowed on IH 20 on Saturday, Sunday, or after 12 P.M. on 
Friday. 

 Lane closures will not be permitted before 8:00 A.M. or after 4:00 P.M. unless otherwise 
directed.  

 Unless otherwise approved, lane closures for minor or major construction operations will 
not be allowed on Good Friday, Easter weekend, Memorial Day, Memorial Day 
weekend, July 4th, Labor Day, Labor Day weekend, Thanksgiving Day thru Sunday, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, or on any other high 
traffic days or holidays as determined.  

 
ITEM 8. PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 
 
Working days will be computed and charged in accordance with Article 8.3.A.4, “Standard 
Workweek.”  One hundred thirty-nine (139) working days have been allocated for this project.  
Time charges are based on a production rate of completing 1 mile of tree trimming and brush 
removal per working day.   
 
Ensure sufficient workers, equipment and materials are available at all work sites to continuously 
and diligently prosecute the work to conclusion, as well as meeting the production rates stated 
above.   Insufficient resources resulting in poor performance may be grounds for default.  

Verbally notify the TxDOT Representative 24 hours in advance of beginning work.   Verbally 
notify the TxDOT Representative by 8:15 A.M. on any day which work is originally planned and 
the contractor will not be working. 
 
Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own and as such, is separate from other 
contracts. A contractor awarded multiple contracts, must be capable and sufficiently staffed to 
concurrently process any or all contracts at the same time. 
 
The Engineer may require the Contractor to use multiple separate crews if the workload warrants 
their use. A crew is defined as a minimum of four laborers. 
 
Liquidated damages will be charged according to Special Provision 000-1243 for each day the 
work is not complete after the expiration of all calendar days.   
 
Work activities shall be performed between sunrise and sunset.  The Contractor shall be 
responsible for making all arrangements for equipment and storage areas.   
No storage of equipment and materials will be permitted at Maintenance Section yards, District 
Office. 
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ITEM 502. BARRICADES, SIGNS, AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 
 
The traffic control plan for this Contract consists of: the installation and maintenance of warning 
signs and other traffic control devices shown on the plans; specification data, which may be 
included in the general notes; applicable provisions of the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (TMUTCD); traffic control plan sheets included on the plans; standard BC 
sheets; Compliant Work Zone Traffic Control Device List, and Item 502 of the standard 
specifications. 
 
Inspect and correct deficiencies each day throughout the duration of the Contract. In accordance 
with Article 502.4., “Payment,” no payment will be made for the month if the Contractor fails to 
provide or properly maintain signs and devices in compliance with Contract requirements. 
Temporary warning signs that are visible when conditions do not apply will be considered 
improper maintenance of signs. 
 
Provide at least one employee on call nights and weekends (or any other time that work is not in 
progress) for maintenance of signs and traffic control devices. This employee must have an 
address and telephone number near the project, as approved. Notify the Engineer in writing of 
the name, address, and telephone number of this employee. The Engineer will furnish this 
information to local law enforcement officials. 
 
In addition to providing a Contractor’s Responsible Person and a phone number for emergency 
contact, have an employee available to respond on the project for emergencies and for taking 
corrective measures within 30 minutes. 
 
Sign all roads intersecting the project in accordance with current BC standards. 
 
Refer to the traffic control plan sheets for traffic handling through the work area. Contractor may 
vary the signing arrangement and spacing as necessary to fit field conditions; however, any 
proposed changes in the traffic control plan must be approved before implementation. 
 
High-visibility safety apparel is required for workers in accordance with the General Notes on 
current BC standards. 
 
Place and maintain signs, channelizing devices, and flaggers to direct and route traffic at any 
location and for any period of time as may be required or directed. 
 
When operations require a lane closure, provide cones, vertical panels, drums, signs, flaggers, 
and flashing arrow panels as necessary to route traffic around the closed lane as shown on the 
plans and as directed. Lane closures will be limited to one specific lane as directed.  
 
Maintain existing roadside signs within this project’s limits during this Contract. In order to 
accommodate the grading or other operations, temporarily relocate these signs in accordance 
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with the TMUTCD as directed. Use ground-mounted sign mounts with two posts for all 
relocated signs unless otherwise directed.  This work will not be paid for directly, but will be 
subsidiary to Item 502. 
 
Provide truck-mounted attenuators (TMA) as shown on the appropriate traffic control plan 
sheets. Provide a letter certifying that all TMA used on this project meet NCHRP 350 or 
AASHTO Manual for Assessing Safety Hardware (MASH) requirements. 
 
Regulate all construction activities and equipment to minimize inconvenience to the traveling 
public. At points where it is necessary for trucks to stop, load, or unload, provide warning signs 
and flaggers to protect the traveling public. 
 
The pavement must be entirely open to traffic each night. Remove or clearly barricade all 
material stockpiles, equipment left overnight, or any obstruction within 30 ft. of a travelway as 
approved.  
 
All work required by these general notes, except as provided for by Item 502, will not be paid for 
directly, but will be subsidiary to Item 502 unless otherwise shown on the plans. 
 
ITEM 752. TREE TRIMMING/TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL 
 
Trim trees and brush from right of way line wide by 20’ high, measured from the pavement 
surface, unless otherwise specified on the quantity summary page in the plans. 
 
Trim sides and tops of trees along highway right of way.   
 
Use chippers, mulchers or equivalent equipment with chipper teeth or carbide teeth to dispose of 
tree limbs and brush removal. All chips shall be no larger than 3” x 3” x ¼” in size. The method 
of chipping and/or brush removal shall not damage or destroy the existing vegetation on the 
ROW causing erosion. Obtain the Engineer’s approval prior to use. 
 
 Perform smooth saw cuts to cause the least amount of damage to the trees. Use of boom axes are 
not permitted on this project. Spread and/or remove excess wood chips within 24 hr. in 
accordance with state, federal and local environmental and waste disposal laws and regulations, 
as directed by the Engineer. Chips shall not be left in an area that could cause a blockage in the 
flow line of the ditch and/or culverts. Leave the area with a clean, neat appearance.   
 
Cut limbs and brush at the state right of way or as directed by the TxDOT Representative, if the 
tree is not on state property.      
 
Only power shearing equipment designed for this type of operation is acceptable. Repair deep 
rutting of turf caused by equipment at contractor’s expense. Bucket trucks may be needed at 
bridges and various other locations. 
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ITEM 6185. TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATOR (TMA)  
 
Shadow vehicles with truck mounted attenuator (TMA) are required on the traffic control plan 
and TCP standards for this project. The Contractor will be responsible for determining if one or 
more of these traffic control operations will be ongoing at the same time to determine the total 
number of TMAs needed for the project. Additional truck mounted attenuators (TMAs) may be 
required as deemed necessary by the Engineer. 
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REMOVE TREE 
STUMPS 12" 
BELOW GROUND 

BRUSH REMOVED TO 
GROUND 

DIAMETER MEASURED 
AT 3' ABOVE GROUND 

(4" DIAMETER TRUNK 
IS DEFINED AS BRUSH 

BRUSH REMOVAL 

BRIDGE STRUCTURE 

BRUSH REMOVED 
TO WITHIN 1" OF GROUND 

ILi 

z 

...J 

STEP 1: 
CUT 1/3 WAY 
THROUGH BOTTOM 
OF LIMB 8" TO 12" 
ABOVE MAIN STEM 
<OR TRUNK). 

STEP 2:---� 
REMOVE LIMB 4" TO 6" 
BEYOND THE FIRST CUT 

STEP 3: 
REMOVE STUB WITH A 
SMOOTH CUT SO THAT 
TRACE COLLAR OF THE 
REMOVED LIMB PROTRUDES 
APPROXIMATELY 1/2 " 
FROM THE MAIN STEM 

:�-:•:, 1 �:: ��� REMOVED 

1 8 

lwz
--

1...J 
10' MIN. � _J_ lo 

�-

BRANCHES THAT OCCUR 
BENEATH MAIN BRANCHES 

REMOVE SUCKERS 
TO HEIGHT OF THE 
LOWEST MAIN BRANCH 

EXAMPLE 112 " 
PROTRUDING 
COLLAR TREE TRIMMING 

STEPS 1,2 AND 3 APPLY WHEN REMOVING 

LIMBS 2" IN DIAMETER OR LARGER. 

(4" DIAMETER 
TRUNK IS DEFINED 
AS BRUSH 

GENERAL NOTES: 

TREE TRIMMING 

1. TRIM AND REMOVE ALL TREE LIMBS ON THE PAVEMENT SIDE OF THE TRUNK 18' ABOVE THE PAVEMENT OR BRIDGE
DECK ELEVATION, UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN ON THE PLANS .

2. TRIM AND REMOVE ALL TREE LIMBS BETWEEN THE TRUNK AND R.O.W. LINE 10' ABOVE NATURAL GROUND, TERRAIN
OR OTHER STRUCTURE ELEVATION, UNLESS OTHERWISE SHOWN ON THE PLANS.

TREE REMOVAL 

3. FOR TREES MARKED FOR REMOVAL, THE DIAMETER OF TREES ARE DETERMINED BY MEASUREMENT OF THE TRUNK CIRCUMFERENCE

3' ABOVE THE GROUND. TREES WITH TRUNKS OF LESS THAN 4" DIAMETER ARE CONSIDERED TO BE BRUSH. TREES WITH MULTIPLE

TRUNKS AT THE POINT OF MEASUREMENT ARE MEASURED AND PAID FOR SEPARATELY.

4. MEASUREMENTS FOR PAYMENT OF TREE DIAMETERS ARE DIVIDED INTO THE RANGES SHOWN IN TABLE 1.

PAY ITEM 

752 6005 

TABLE 1 

TRUNK SIZE FOR TREE RE.-OVAL PAYYENT 

RANGE FOR PAY ITEMS 

TRUNK DIAMETER • TRUNK CIRCUMFERENCE 

LOWER LIMIT UPPER LIMIT LOWER LIMIT UPPER LIMIT 
IS GREATER IS LESS THA IS GREATER IS LESS THA 
THAN OR 

4 

THAN EQUAL TO OR EQUAL TO 

12 12 1/2 37 1 /2 �-752 6006 12 18 37 

752 6007 18 24 56 

1/2 56 1/2 

1/2 75 1/2 I Texas Department of Transportation 

Maintenance 
Division 
Standard 

752 6008 24 

752 6009 30 

752 6010 36 

752 6011 42 

752 6012 48 

752 6013 60 

752 6019 72 

84 

30 

36 

42 

48 

60 

72 

84 
GREATER 
THAN 84 

75 

94 

113 

132 

151 

188 

226 

264 

1/2 

1/2 

94 

113 

132 

151 

188 1/2 

226 

264 
NOT 
APP 

TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 

© TxDOT MARCH 2015 

TRB- 1 5 C 1 > 

CONT SECT JOB 

SHEET 1 OF 2 

HIGHWAY 

BRUSH REMOVAL UNDER BRIDGE AND IN CHANNEL REVISIONS 6450 83 001 SH 64, ETC. 

•SEE GENERAL NOTE ■3.
evised table 1 to 2014 Specifica-tion DIST COUNTY SHEET NO. 
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CHANNEL ACREAGE 

RM 2 •0.40 MILES 

BEGINNING POINT 

DRAINAGE EASEMENT-----, 

PAYMENT LIMITS FOR BRUSH REMOVAL 

BRUSH REMOVED TO 

WITHIN 1" OF GROUND 
(4" DIAMETER TRUNK 
IS DEFINED AS BRUSH 

UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED 

RM 4• 0.80 MILES 

ENDING POINT 

EXAMPLE: UNDIVIDED HIGHWAY 

GENERAL NOTES: 

TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL 

1, PAYMENT BY THE CENTERLINE MILE IS MADE TO THE NEAREST 1/100 <O.Oll MILE. 

2. LIMITS OF WORK ARE SHOWN AS DISTANCES FROM REFERENCE MARKERS CRMJ.

CALCULATED 

FOR PAYMENT 

3. PAY ITEMS BY THE CENTERLINE MILE INCLUDE ALL TREE TRIMMING OR BRUSH REMOVAL IN THE

4. 

RIGHT OF WAY ON BOTH SIDES OF THE HIGHWAY. FOR DIVIDED HIGHWAYS, THE MEDIAN IS INCLUDED. 

FOR HIGHWAYS WITH FRONTAGE ROADS, THE AREAS BETWEEN THE FRONTAGE ROADS AND MAIN LANES, 

AND THE AREAS OUTSIDE OF THE FRONTAGE ROADS ARE INCLUDED. 

BRUSH REMOVAL AND TREE TRIMMING UNDER BRIDGES, IN AND ALONG CHANNELS AND EASEMENTS ARE 

PAID FOR BY THE ACRE FOR AREAS DESIGNATED ON THE PLANS. 

DRAINAGE 
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EASEMENT 

PAYMENT LIMITS FOR BRUSH REMOVAL 

RM 116 • 0.40 MILES 

BEGINNING POINT 

BRUSH REMOVED TO 

WITHIN 1" OF GROUND 
(4" DIAMETER TRUNK 
IS DEFINED AS BRUSH 

UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED 

RM 118 • 1.50 MILES 

ENDING POINT 

EXAMPLE: DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH FRONTAGE ROADS 

T Texas Deportment of Transportation 

Maintenance Division 

Standard Plans 

TREE AND BRUSH REMOVAL 
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