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 General Notes Sheet 3A 

GENERAL NOTES:  
 
General: 
 
This project consists of performing “Drainage Improvement and/or Repair” on IH 20 in the 
Southwest Dallas County Maintenance Section. 
 
Sequence of work will be approved. 
 
The Department reserves the right to revise schedule as it deems necessary.  
 
Provide and maintain a dedicated email address for receipt of work orders and correspondence 
throughout the term of this contract.  Acknowledgement of emailed work order/callouts is required 
no more than 12 hr. from notification. 
 
Contractor’s attention is called to the fact that all adjoining pavement sections will be protected 
during all phases of construction and any damages incurred due to Contractor’s operation will be 
repaired and replaced at the Contractor’s expense. 
 
Each contract awarded by the Department stands on its own as such, is separate from other 
contracts.  A Contractor awarded multiple contracts, must be capable and sufficiently staffed to 
concurrently process any or all contracts at the same time. 
 
Coordinate work through: 
 

Terry Blocker 
4777 E. Hwy 80 
Mesquite, Texas 75150 
214-320-6234 

 
Bids will be received at 4777 E. Hwy 80, Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643. 
 
Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individuals: 
 
Terry Blocker  Terry.Blocker@txdot.gov 
Nathan Petter  Nathan.Petter@txdot.gov  
 
Questions may be submitted via the Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.  This webpage can be 
accessed from the Notice to Contractors dashboard located at the following Address: 
 
https://tableau.txdot.gov/views/ProjectInformationDashboard/NoticetoContractors 
 
All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer. All questions and any corresponding 
responses that are generated will be posted through the same Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page.   
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The Letting Pre-Bid Q&A web page for each project can be accessed by using the dashboard to 
navigate to the project you are interested in by scrolling or filtering the dashboard using the 
controls on the left. Hover over the blue hyperlink for the project you want to view the Q&A for 
and click on the link in the window that pops up. 
 
Attention is directed to the possible presence of underground utilities owned by the Texas 
Department of Transportation (irrigation, signal, illumination and surveillance, communication, 
and control) on the right of way.  Call the Department for locates at 214-320-6682 and 214-320-
6205 48 hr. in advance of excavation.  Contact the appropriate department of the local city or town 
a minimum of 48 hr. in advance of excavation. 
 
If overhead or underground power lines need to be de-energized, contract the electrical service 
provider to perform this work.  Cost associated with de-energizing the power lines or other 
protective measures required are at no expense to the Department. 
 
If working near power lines, comply with the appropriate sections of Texas State Law and Federal 
Regulations relating to the type of work involved. 
 
 
Item 2 – Instructions to Bidders: 
 
This project includes plan sheets that are not part of the bid proposal. 
 
Order plans from any Reproduction Company listed at: 
 
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/business/contractors_consultants/repro_companies.htm 
 
View or download plans at: 
 
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/business/plansonline/plansonline.htm 
 
 
Item 3 – Award and Execution of Contract: 
 
This contract is Site Specific. 
 
After written notification, work will be continuously prosecuted to completion. 
 
The work order letter will include all roadways contained on the Summary Sheet. 
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Item 7 – Legal Relations and Responsibilities: 
 
Pre-construction safety meeting will be conducted with Contractor’s personnel prior to work 
beginning on a continuously prosecuted contract or before each callout work request.   
 
Attendance of this meeting will not be paid directly but considered subsidiary to the various bid 
items.  
 
Do not obtain law enforcement personnel without requesting in writing 48 hr. prior to need and 
the Engineer’s written approval.  The Department may compensate the Contractor for providing 
full time, off-duty, uniformed, law enforcement personnel, and patrol car.  The law enforcement 
personnel may be required for assistance with traffic control for lane or ramp closures or other 
situations that dictate the need for law enforcement officers as directed.  Off-duty law enforcement 
personnel will have transportation jurisdiction and full police powers.  Law enforcement personnel 
will show proof of certification by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE).  This 
will be paid under “Force Account – Law Enforcement Personnel”.  TxDOT Form 318 will be 
utilized.  
 
Patrol vehicles must be clearly marked to correspond with the officer’s agency and equipped with 
appropriate lights to identify them as law enforcement.  For patrol vehicles not owned by a law 
enforcement agency, markings will be retroreflective and legible from 100 ft. from both sides and 
the rear of the vehicle.  Lights will be high intensity and visible from all angles. 
 
Holiday restrictions – the Engineer may decide that no lane closures or construction operations 
will be allowed during the restricted periods listed in the following holiday schedule.  TxDOT has 
the right to lengthen, shorten, or otherwise modify these restricted periods as actual, or expected, 
traffic conditions may warrant.  Working days will not be charged for these restricted periods.  No 
additional compensation will be allowed for these restricted closures (i.e., overhead, delays, stand-
by, barricades or any other associated cost impacts).  
 

 New Year’s Eve and Day (noon on December 31 thru 10 P.M. January 1) 
 Easter Holiday weekend (noon on Friday thru 10 P.M. Sunday) 
 Memorial Day weekend (noon on Friday thru 10 P.M. Monday) 
 Independence Day (noon on July 3 thru 10 P.M. on July 5) 
 Labor Day weekend (noon on Friday thru 10 P.M. Monday) 
 Thanksgiving Holiday (noon on Wednesday thru 10 P.M. Sunday) 
 Christmas Holiday (noon on December 23 thru 10 P.M. December 26) 

 
Holiday restrictions for Independence Day, Thanksgiving Holiday, and the Christmas Holiday 
may be extended for the “week of” due to the nature of work being performed and the work 
location at the discretion of the Engineer for safety of the traveling public. 
 
Roadway closures during the following key dates and/or special events are prohibited. 
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Event Restrictions – No Lane Closures that restricts or interferes with traffic will be allowed for 
the regional events set forth below.  This affects IH30, IH30 HOV, IH35E, and IH35E HOV.  
TxDOT has the right to lengthen, shorten, or otherwise modify these restrictions as actual traffic 
conditions may warrant.  TxDOT also has the right to modify the list of major events as they are 
added, renamed, rescheduled, or as warranted.   
 

 State Fair of Texas (no lane closures after 6 A.M. on Fridays through 9 P.M. on Sundays; 
no full closures for any direction of any facility from opening day through the closing day). 

 The University of Texas vs. University of Oklahoma football game (no lane closures 
beginning 4 hr. prior to the event and ending 3 hr. following event completion). 

 The First Responder Bowl (no lane closures beginning 3 hr. prior to the event and ending 
2 hr. following the event completion).   

 Dallas Mavericks Home Games (no lane closure beginning 2 hr. prior to the event and 
ending ½ hr. following event commencement with no full lane closures considered until 2 
hr. following event completion). 

 Dallas Stars Home Games (no lane closure beginning 2 hr. prior to the event and ending ½ 
hr. following event commencement with no full lane closures considered until 2 hr. 
following event completion). 

 Texas Rangers Home Games (no lane closure beginning 2 hr. prior to the event and ending 
½ hr. following event commencement with no full lane closures considered until 2 hr. 
following event completion). 

 Dallas Cowboys Home Games (no lane closure beginning 2 hr. prior to the event and 
ending ½ hr. following event commencement with no full lane closures considered until 2 
hr. following event completion). 

 Major Events at the American Airline Center, Globe Life Park in Arlington, AT&T 
Stadium with expected attendance exceeding 15,000 (no lane closures beginning 2 hr. prior 
to event and ending ½ hr. following event commencement with no full closures considered 
until 2 hr. following event completion). 

 Major Downtown Dallas Events (restrictions will be considered on a case-by-case basis).  
This category could include, but is not limited to, parades for sports championships, major 
political events, major Art District Events, and large athletic events such as marathons. 

 
 
Item 8 – Prosecution and Progress: 
 
Working days will be charged in accordance with Section 8.3.1.4, “Standard Workweek”. 
 
Nighttime work is allowed in accordance with Article 8.3.3. 
 
Liquidated damages will be charged for each working day exceeding the time allowed in the work 
order letter.  
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The Lane Closure Assessment Fee is shown on the following table.  The fee applies to the 
Contractor for closures or obstructions that overlap into restricted hour traffic for each hour or 
portion thereof, regardless of the duration of the lane closure or obstruction. 
 

Table 1 
Lane Closure Assessment Fee Table 

Roadway Amount Per Lane 
Per Hour 

IH 20 $4,000 
 
Contractor will submit a bar chart or CPM chart for progress of schedule.  Present work to begin 
no later than 7 calendar days from the work order letter unless otherwise approved.  
 
 
Item 9 – Measurement and Payment: 
 
Payment for police officer hours under force account method will not exceed the duration of the 
lane closure.  Time will begin when set up operations commence and end when the closure is 
removed. 
 
 
Item 162 – Sodding for Erosion Control: 
 
Contractor will use an approved staking method for Block Sod that is to be placed on slopes greater 
than 4:1. Sod lost to improper staking will be replaced at the Contractor’s expense. 
 
 
Item 420 – Concrete Structures: 
 
Apply an ordinary surface finish to all concrete surfaces within the same day after form removal. 
 
 
Item 421 – Hydraulic Cement Concrete: 
 
Furnish mix designs to the Engineer in a format compatible to the latest version of the 
Department’s Construction Management System (Site Manager). 
 
Mix Design templates may be downloaded at: 
 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-publications/consultants-contractors/forms/site-
manager.html 
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All test molds will be furnished by the Contractor and will be maintained in proper condition.  
Provide personnel to transport the test samples to a curing location as directed, remove from the 
mold to a curing tank.  Concrete will not be placed when impending weather conditions arise, and 
it is determined rainfall may occur.  If rainfall should begin after the placement operations begin, 
the Contractor will provide coverage to protect the work.  If texture of the pavement is destroyed 
or damaged, Contractor will restore the pavement texture by grooving or as directed. 
 
 
Item 500 – Mobilization: 
 
Mobilization is lump sum.   
 
Item 502 – Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling: 
 
Provide traffic control in compliance with the latest edition of the “Texas Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices” (TMUTCD), the “Traffic Control Standard Sheets” (TCSS), and as 
directed. 
 
All work requiring lane closures will be performed Sunday through Thursday between 9:00 
P.M. and 5:00 A.M., unless otherwise approved.   
 
Close no more than one lane at a time, unless otherwise approved. Provide proposed lane 
closure information to the Engineer by 1 P.M. on the day prior to the proposed closures.  
Furnish information for Monday closures or closures following a national or state holiday 
on the last office workday prior to the closures.  Do not close lanes if the above reporting 
requirements have not been met. 
 
All work on traveled roadway surfaces will generally be performed at night. 
 
Weekend work will be allowed with prior approval, except for emergency work. 
 
Maximum length of lane closure will be 2 miles. 
 
Traffic Control Plans with a lane closure causing backups of 10 minutes or greater in duration will 
be modified by the Engineer. 
 
Erect barricades and signs in locations not obstructing the traveling public’s view of the normal 
roadway signing or necessary sight distance. 
 
Provide sufficient and qualified staff and equipment to revise the traffic control as directed. 
  
Trailer all slow-moving vehicles (designed to operate 25 mph or less) crossing freeway main lanes. 
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When moving unlicensed equipment on or across any pavement or public highways, protect the 
pavement from all damage using an acceptable method. 
 
Equipment and materials will not be left within 30 ft. of the travel lane during non-working hours. 
 
The work performed, materials furnished and all labor, tools, and equipment necessary to complete 
the work for Non-Site-Specific locations under this Item will not be measured or paid for directly 
but will be considered subsidiary to the various bid items of this contract.  
 
The “Force Account – Safety Contingency” has been established for this project and is intended 
to be utilized for work zone enhancements to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic Control Plan 
that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage.  These enhancements will be 
mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible Person based on weekly 
or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project.  The Engineer may choose to use 
existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of enhancement. 
 
 
Item 506 – Temporary Erosion, Sedimentation, and Environmental Controls: 
 
Take all practicable precautions to prevent debris from being discharged into the Waters of Texas 
or a designated wetland.  Install Best Management Practices before demolition begins and maintain 
them during the demolition.  Remove any debris or construction material that escapes containment 
devises and are discharged into the restricted areas before the next rain event or within 24 hr. of 
the discharge.  This work will be considered subsidiary to the various bid items. 
 
 
Item 6001 – Portable Changeable Message Sign: 
 
Provide Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS) units as approved. 
 
PCMS will be placed as directed. 
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Item 6185 – Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA): 
 
The total number of truck mounted attenuators (TMA) required when utilizing the traffic control 
standards are shown in the tables below. 
 

TCP 1 Series Scenario Required 
TMA/TA 

(1-5)-18  1 
 
 

TCP 2 Series Scenario Required 
TMA/TA 

(2-6)-18 All 1 
 

TCP 5 Series Scenario Required 
TMA/TA 

(5-1)-18 A B 1 
 

TCP 6 Series Scenario Required 
TMA/TA 

(6-1)-12 A B 1 2 
(6-2)-12 / (6-3)-12 All 1 

(6-4)-12 A B 1 2 
(6-5)-12 A B 1 2 

(6-8)-14 / (6-9)-14 All 1 
 
Shadow vehicles equipped for truck mounted attenuators (TMA) for mobile and stationary 
operations must be available for use at any time as determined by the Engineer. 
 
The Contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these operations will be 
ongoing at the same time to determine the total number of TMA needed for the project for those 
times per plan requirements.  Additional TMAs used that are not specified in the plans in which 
the Contractor expects compensation will require prior approval from the Engineer.   
 
When TMA’s are paid by the hour or day, “ready for operation” is defined as all equipment, 
material, personnel, etc. are present on the project ready to begin work. 
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