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GENERAL NOTES

GENERAL NOTES 

A site-specific contract for bridge beam repair on SH 7 over TXU haul road and railroad within the 
highway right of way in Limestone County according to the standard specifications or as modified 
in the general specifications listed below. 

The disturbed area for this project, as shown on the plans is 0.000 acres.  However, the Total 
Disturbed Area (TDA) will establish the required authorization for storm water discharges.  The 
TDA of this project will be determined by the sum of the disturbed area in all project locations in 
the contract, and all disturbed area on all Project-Specific Locations (PSL) located in the project 
limits and/or within 1 mile of the project limits.  The department will obtain an authorization to 
discharge storm water from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for the 
construction site as shown on the plans, according to the TDA of the project. The contractor will 
obtain any required authorization from the TCEQ for the discharge of storm water from any PSL 
for construction support activities on or off of the project row according to the TDA of the project.  
When the TDA for the project exceeds 1 acre, provide a copy of the appropriate application of 
permit (NOI, or Construction Site Notice) to the engineer, for any PSL located in the project limits 
or within 1 mile of the project limits. Follow the directives and adhere to all requirements set forth 
in the TCEQ, Texas Pollution Discharge Elimination System, Construction General Permit 
(TPDES, CGP). 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Bill Compton - WacoPreBid@txdot.gov, 254-867-2770, 100 S. Loop Dr., Waco, TX 
Carmen Chau - WacoPreBid@txdot.gov, 254-867-2794, 100 S. Loop Dr., Waco, TX 

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone and in person by the above 
individuals. 

All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Engineer.  Once a response is developed, it will be 
posted to TxDOT’s Public FTP at the following address: 
https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting%20 Responses/  

All questions submitted that generate a response will be posted through this site.  The site is 
organized by District, Project Type (Construction or Maintenance), Letting Date, BPM/Project 
Name. 

For this contract, the office of record is the Maintenance Office listed below.  All work will be 
coordinated through this office and with the Maintenance Supervisor or his designated 
representative. 

Maintenance Supervisor Telephone Number Maintenance Office Location 

Roger Brooks (254)562-2900
3229 N HWY 14 
MEXIA, TX 76667 
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The Contractor will perform the work required for this contract according to the Texas Department 
of Transportation Standard Specifications for Construction and Maintenance of Highways, Streets, 
and Bridges (2014). 

Prior to beginning work, a pre-construction meeting between representatives of the State, 
Luminant Mining, and the Contractor will be arranged by the State.  This meeting will outline the 
proper methods of construction, sequence of work, work locations, emphasize traffic control, 
plans, specifications, unusual conditions, and other pertinent items regarding the work. 

The contractor and all personnel will be required to sign the Luminant Mining Company’s Blue 
Card, and a “Visitor’s Release and Indemnity Agreement” form before accessing the site.  

Luminant Mining will provide the contractor with site specific information regarding communication, 
haul road safety, emergency procedures, and first aid to be followed for the duration of the project. 
Additionally, a specified route to the work site location on TxDOT Right of Way and facility staging 
area for the contractor’s equipment will be provided. 

The contractor is required to provide porta potties: 1 for every 10 contractor workers 
1 for TxDOT Inspectors 

ITEM 2:  INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Bid tabulations will include stipulations in 
accordance with 2.11.5.3 “Rubber Additives” and 2.11.5.5 “Home State Bidding Preference”. 

ITEM 4:  SCOPE OF WORK 

All new and existing concrete adjacent to the roadway must be free of stains, dirt, tire marks, etc., 
at the time of final acceptance.  These items include but are not limited to bridge rails curb and 
gutter, inlets and riprap.  Blast cleaning of these items will be required to achieve acceptance of 
the project and will be considered subsidiary to the applicable bid items. 

During final clean-up the contractor will be required to remove any foreign material that has 
accumulated at all bridge abutments and bent caps. The removal of foreign material will be 
performed in a manner approved. All work and equipment involved in the removal of this material 
will be subsidiary to the various bid items of the contract. 
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ITEM 5:  CONTROL OF THE WORK 

Underground utilities owned by the Texas Department of Transportation may be present within the 
Right-Of-Way on this project.  For signal, illumination, surveillance, and communications & control 
maintained by TxDOT, call the TxDOT Traffic Signal Office (254)867-2808 for locates a minimum 
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  For irrigation systems, call TxDOT Landscape Office 
(254)867-2726 for locates a minimum of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  If city or town owned
irrigation facilities are present, call the appropriate department of the local city or town a minimum
of 48 hours in advance of excavation.  The Contractor is liable for all damages when utilities are
damaged due to Contractor’s negligence including, but not limited to, repair or replacement at the
Contractor’s expense.

ITEM 6:  CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

This proposed Contract will not include federal funds.  Buy Texas stipulations apply in accordance 
with 6.1.2 “Buy Texas”. 

Mixing of materials, storing of materials, storing of equipment, or repairing of equipment on top of 
concrete pavement or bridge decks will not be permitted unless specifically authorized.  
Permission will be granted to store materials on surfaces if, in the opinion of the Engineer, no 
damage or discoloration will result. 

References to manufacturer’s   trade name or catalog numbers are for the purpose of identification 
only and the contractor will be permitted to furnish like materials of other manufacturers provided 
they are of equal quality and comply with specifications for this project.   

ITEM 7: LEGAL RELATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

No lane closures will be allowed from 6:00 AM – 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM during mine 
shift changes. 

Luminant Mining will provide a facility staging area for contractor’s equipment and materials. An 
agreement signed by Luminant Mining will be provided to TxDOT and the contractor. 

The contractor is alerted to the possible presence of swallows under the existing bridges or 
culverts. Because the migratory bird treaty act prohibits harm to swallows, their eggs or their 
nestlings, the contractor will not begin potentially disturbing activities on or near the bridge until the 
birds have abandoned any occupied nests (approximately September 1).  Active nests may not be 
removed regardless of the date. 

Prior to the swallows returning to the nests (approximately March 1), abandoned nests will be 
removed from the bridge.  The contractor will prevent the establishment of new nests on any 
portion of the structure.  Methods for preventing the establishment of new nests must be approved 
by the project Engineer. Examples of acceptable nest prevention methods are bird-deterrent 
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netting and bird-repelling sprays and/or gels to be applied to the structure.  This work will not be 
paid for directly, but will be subsidiary to the various bid items. 

The Contractor will submit detailed site-specific plans for work in each “water of the United States” 
designated on the EPIC sheet. These plans must be approved by the TxDOT Engineer prior to 
starting any work in these areas. The plans must also describe facilities and work activities 
adjacent the Ordinary High-Water Marks. The plan must show actual dimensions and materials 
for: 

Proposed construction roads and work areas leading to or in close proximity to the
Ordinary High-Water Marks
Temporary material or equipment storage areas in close proximity to the Ordinary High-
Water Marks
Locations of proposed sediment and erosion control devices
Identification of construction equipment and construction techniques to accomplish the
work

Once this drawing and supporting information is reviewed and approved by TxDOT, all 
construction workers should be made aware of the limits designated on the drawings by the 
Contractor’s supervision. Work in all waters of the US will be limited to the minimum necessary 
required to construct the bridge, culvert or roadway fills.  Work will also include all activities 
needed for bridge and culvert demolitions. Working or disturbing soil in the stream channel outside 
the limits of the work plan will not be allowed.  Orange fencing will be provided and maintained to 
establish the TxDOT approved boundaries in which work may be conducted between the Ordinary 
High-Water Marks.   

ITEM 8: PROSECUTION AND PROGRESS 

This Project will be a Standard Workweek in accordance with Article 8.3.1.4. 

Meet bi-weekly or at intervals as agreed upon with the engineer to notify him or her of planned 
work for the upcoming 4-week period. 

For this project, provide a Bar Chart progress schedule. 

Submit the schedule in both PDF and in a base software electronic file format acceptable to 
TxDOT to allow for import and analysis into TxDOT’s current scheduling software. 

The contractor shall coordinate the haul road closure schedule with Luminant Mine Operations 
Management in order to minimize interruption of coal hauling.  

ITEM 500: MOBILIZATION 

Material On Hand (MOH) will not be used in calculating partial payments for Mobilization. 
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ITEM 502: BARRICADES, SIGNS AND TRAFFIC HANDLING 

Provide written proposed lane closure information by 1:00 pm on the business day prior to the 
proposed closure.  Do not close lanes when this requirement is not met.   

Place barricades and signs in locations that do not obstruct the sight distance of drivers entering 
the haul road from driveways or side streets. 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage. These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project. The 
Engineer may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of 
enhancement. 

The Contractor Responsible Person(s) (CRP) for Work Zone Traffic Controls will inspect and 
ensure any deficiencies are corrected each and every day throughout the duration of this contract. 
Any misaligned or damaged traffic control devices will be repaired as soon as practical after 
deficiency is discovered. 

In addition to providing a Contractor’s Responsible Person and a phone number for emergency 
contact, have an employee(s) available to respond on the project for emergencies and for taking 
corrective measures within One (1) Hour. 

ITEM 506: TEMPORARY EROSION, SEDIMENTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS 

Take all practicable precautions to prevent debris from being discharged into the Waters of Texas 
or a designated wetland.  Install Best Management Practices before demolition begins and 
maintain them during the demolition.  Remove any debris or construction material that escapes 
containment devices and are discharged into the restricted areas, before the next rain event or 
within 24 hours of the discharge. 

If temporary construction stream crossings are allowed under a Nationwide Permit, submit in 
writing for approval the type and location of each temporary stream crossing.  Use temporary 
bridges, timber mats, or other structurally sound and non-eroding material for temporary stream 
crossings.  A temporary culvert crossing will consist of storm sewer pipes and 4- to 8-inch nominal 
size rock.  Temporary stream crossings must not cause more than minimal changes to the 
hydraulic flow characteristics of the stream, increase flooding, or cause more than minimal 
degradation of water quality.  Remove the temporary stream crossings in their entirety and return 
the affected areas to their pre-existing elevation.   

No soil disturbing activities will begin on any section of TxDOT ROW without adequate 
sedimentation controls first being installed and functioning at adjacent drainage outfalls.  Begin 
and continuously prosecute the repairs, additions and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation 

PROJECT NUMBER: RMC 639448001 SHEET NO...... 

COUNTY: LIMESTONE 

HIGHWAY: SH 7 CONTROL: 6394-48-001

GENERAL NOTES

control devices within seven days after the Contractor receives each Form 2118, Field Inspection 
and Maintenance Report, from the Engineer. Failure of the Contractor to fulfill either of the above 
requirements places TxDOT in potential non-compliance with permit requirements and may result 
in withholding estimates or stopping work or both until all environmental permit requirements are 
fulfilled. 

The SW3P for this contract will consist of using, as directed, any erosion or water pollution control 
measure deemed necessary.  Any erosion or water pollution control measure deemed necessary  
will be implemented by the Contractor as prescribed by this item and in accordance with the 
applicable specification.  Payment for erosion control measures for which applicable pay items are 
not included in the contract will be made in accordance with Article 9.7, "Force Account." 

ITEM 6001: PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGN 

This project will require “full matrix” type portable changeable message signs. 

Ensure that the Contractor’s Responsible Person for traffic control can revise messages within 
thirty (30) minutes of notification. 

Furnish portable changeable message signs as needed. The portable changeable message 
sign(s) will be used for all lane closures and freeway closures as shown on the traffic control plan 
standard sheets. 

Supply portable changeable message sign(s) in accordance with the Traffic Control Plan standard 
sheets and Article 6f.55 of the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and 
Highways Part VI.   

ITEM 6185: TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATORS 

The total number of truck mounted attenuators (TMA) required when utilizing the traffic control 
standards are shown in the tables below. 

TCP 1 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(1-1)-18 / (1-2)-18 1 
(1-4)-18 / (1-5)-18 / (1-6)-18 1 

TCP 2 Series Scenario Required TMA 
(2-1)-18 / (2-2)-18 / (2-4)-18 / (2-5)-18 / (2-6)-18 All 1 

(2-3)-18 A B 1 2
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Shadow vehicles equipped for truck mounted attenuators (TMA) for stationary operations will be 
paid for by the day and must be available for use at any time as determined by the Engineer.  

For mobile operations requiring multiple TMA’s, judgement may be applied in lower speed, urban / 
in town traffic environments to reduce the numbers of TMA in use where the added TMA may 
pose a hazard for traffic entering and exiting driveways, side streets, etc.  

The contractor will be responsible for determining if one or more of these operations will be 
ongoing at the same time to determine the total number of TMA needed for the project for those 
times per plan requirements. Additional TMAs used that are not specified in the plans in which the 
contractor expects compensation will require prior approval from the Engineer.  
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