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GENERAL NOTES 

SUPERVISION: 

All work will be scheduled and directed by, and request for payment addressed to: 

Martin Seets 
Waller Area Maintenance Supervisor 
400 FM 1488 
Hempstead, Texas 77445 
(979) 921-2400

General: 

Contractor questions on this project are to be addressed to the following individual(s): 

Carlos M. Zepeda, Jr., P.E.,  
Email: Carlos.Zepeda@txdot.gov 

Daniel J. Dvorak, P.E. 
Email:Daniel.Dvorak@txdot.gov 

Contractor questions will be accepted through email, phone, and in person by the above 
individuals.  All contractor questions will be reviewed by the Area Engineer or Assistant Area 
Engineer.  Once a response is developed, it will be posted to TxDOT’s Public FTP at the 
following address: 

https://ftp.dot.state.tx.us/pub/txdot-info/Pre-Letting%20Responses/ 

Questions submitted that generate a response will be posted through this site.  The site is 
organized by District, Project Type (Construction or Maintenance), Letting Date, and 
CCSJ/Project Name. 

This is a Routine Maintenance Non-Site-Specific Call-Out contract. 

Work orders will be issued for no less than $1000.00. 

The Contractor will begin call out work within the required time for each work order.  Work 
orders are expected to be completed per the contract plans within the number of days allowed for 
each work order.  All call out work orders will have a begin date and number of working days. 
The Contractor will begin work within 48 hours of notification for routine call outs, unless 
otherwise approved by the Engineer.  Work will be completed within the required number of 
working days.  The Contractor will begin work within 4 hours of notification for emergency call 
outs and complete within 48 hours, unless otherwise approved by the Engineer.  Failure to begin 
work within the required time and proceed to completion within the required time will result in 
the assessment of liquidated damages. 
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Plan and execute all work in a neat manner. 

Perform work on an as-needed basis where directed. 

Please contact Mr. Martin Seets, Waller Maintenance Supervisor at (979) 921-2400 to arrange 
for a site visit. 

Limits of work will be those areas on State maintained right-of-way in Waller County. 

The mowing cycle months are:  May, July and October.  A mowing cycle cannot begin before 
the first day of a given mowing cycle month, unless directed by the Engineer. 

All vegetation in the entire right of way, except for non-mow areas, must be mowed. This 
includes “pop ups” (vegetation that springs back). These “pop ups” must be re-mowed within a 
48 hour period. 

Notify the Department by 7:30 a.m. when scheduled work is cancelled for any reason. 

Do not perform any work if impending weather conditions may result in rainfall that may impair 
the quality of the finished work.  

Tolls incurred by the Contractor are incidental to the various bid items.  

Procure permits and licenses, which are to be issued by the City, County, or Municipal Utility 
District. 

General:  Site Management 

Do not mix or store materials, or store or repair equipment, on top of concrete pavement or 
bridge decks unless authorized by the Engineer.  Permission will be granted to store materials on 
surfaces if no damage or discoloration will result. 

Personal vehicles of employees are not permitted to park within the right of way, including 
sections closed to public traffic.  Employees may park on the right of way at the Contractor’s 
office, equipment, and materials storage yard sites. 

Assume ownership of debris and dispose of at an approved location.  Do not dispose of debris on 
private property unless approved in writing by the District Engineer. 

General:  Traffic Control and Construction 

When design details are not shown on the plans, provide signs and arrows conforming to the 
latest “Standard Highway Sign Designs for Texas” manual. 

General:  Utilities 

Consider the locations of underground utilities depicted in the plans as approximate and employ 
responsible care to avoid damaging utility facilities.  Depending upon scope and magnitude of 
planned construction activities, advanced field confirmation by the utility owner or operator may 
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be prudent.  Where possible, protect and preserve permanent signs, markers, and designations of 
underground facilities. 

If the Contractor damages or causes damage (breaks, leaks, nicks, dents, gouges, etc.) to the 
utility, contact the utility facility owner or operator immediately.   

Be aware that an operational Computerized Transportation Management System (CTMS) exists 
within the limits of this project and that the system must remain operational throughout 
construction.  If the Contractor damages or causes damage to this system, repair such damage 
within 8 hours of occurrence at no cost to the Department.  In the event of system damage, notify 
the Director of Traffic Management Systems at 713-881-3283 within one hour of occurrence.  
Failure of the Contractor to repair damage to the main fiber optic cable and CCTV cable trunk 
lines, which convey all corridor information to TranStar, will result in the Contractor being billed 
for the full cost of emergency repairs. 

At least 72 hours before starting work, make arrangements for locating existing Department-
owned above ground and underground fiber optic, communications, power, illumination, and 
traffic signal cabling and conduit.  Do this by calling the Department’s Houston District Traffic 
Signal Operations Office at 713-802-5662, or by e-mailing the Department’s Houston District 
Traffic Signal Operations Office at HOU-LocateRequest@txdot.gov, to schedule marking of 
underground lines on the ground.  Use caution if working in these areas to avoid damaging or 
interfering with existing facilities. 

If overhead or underground power lines need to be de-energized, contact the electrical service 
provider to perform this work.  Costs associated with de-energizing the power lines or other 
protective measures required are at no expense to the Department. 

If working near power lines, comply with the appropriate sections of Texas State Law and 
Federal Regulations relating to the type of work involved.  

Item 7:  Legal Relations and Responsibilities  

This project does not require a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Section 404 Permit 
before letting, but if a permit is needed during construction, assume responsibility for preparing 
the permit application.  Submit the permit application to the Department’s District 
Environmental Section for approval.  Once the permit application is approved, the Department 
will submit it to the USACE.  Assume responsibility for the requested revisions, in coordination 
with the Department’s District Environmental Section. 

If the work is on or in the vicinity of an at-grade railroad crossing, involves incidental work on 
railroad right of way, or involves construction of a railroad grade separation structure, notify the 
railroad company’s Division Engineer and the Department’s Project Engineer at least 30 days 
before performing any work on the railroad right of way and make arrangements for railroad 
flaggers unless otherwise shown in the contract.  Obtain the required Railroad Right of Entry 
Permit from the railroad company.  Payment of applicable permit fees is the responsibility of the 
Contractor.  Acquiring the Railroad Right of Entry Permit is a lengthy process, allow sufficient 
time for this. 
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The nesting / breeding season for migratory birds is February 15 through September 30. 

Conduct any tree removal outside of the migratory bird nesting season.  If this is not possible due 
to scheduling, then exercise caution to remove only those trees with no active nests.  Do not 
destroy nests on structures or in trees within the project limits during the nesting / breeding 
season. 

Take measures to prevent the building of nests on any structures or trees within the project limits 
throughout the duration of the construction if work / removal will be performed during the 
nesting / breeding season.  This can be accomplished by application of bird repellent gel, netting 
by hand every 3 to 4 days, or any other non-threatening method approved by the Houston 
District Environmental Section.  Obtain this approval well in advance of the planned use.  
Contact the Houston District Environmental Section at 713-802-5244.  The cost of this work is 
subsidiary to the various bid items. 

This project is on a hurricane evacuation route.  Provide at the pre-construction meeting a written 
plan outlining procedures to suspend work, secure the job site, and safely handle traffic through 
and across the project in the event of a hurricane evacuation. 

During the hurricane season (June 1 through November 30), do not close any travel lanes except 
when the Contractor can demonstrate that he/she can provide labor, equipment, material, a work 
plan, and quality of work to satisfactorily return all lanes to an open, all-weather travel surface 
within 3 days of receiving written or verbal notice but no later than 3 days before the predicted 
hurricane landfall.  Construction of temporary lanes to an all-weather surface will be paid for in 
accordance with Article 9.7, “Payment for Extra Work and Force Account Method.” 

In addition to lane closures, cease work 3 days before the predicted hurricane landfall on or near 
the roadway that adversely impacts the flow of traffic and reduces the capacity of the highway 
during an evacuation.  Vehicles of the Contractor, subcontractors, or material suppliers will not 
be allowed to enter or exit the traffic stream, including those for the purpose of material hauling 
and delivery, and mobilization or demobilization of equipment.  When directed, this prohibition 
will include a reasonable time period for the evacuees to return to their point of origin. 

No significant traffic generator events have been identified. 

Item 8: Prosecution and Progress 

Working days will be computed and charged based on a calendar day workweek in accordance 
with Section 8.3.1.4. 

Working days will be charged Monday through Friday, excluding national or state holidays, if 
weather or other conditions permit the performance of the principal unit of work underway, as 
determined by the Engineer, for a continuous period of at least 7 hr. between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 
P.M., unless otherwise shown in the Contract. The Contractor has the option of working on
Saturdays or state holidays. Provide sufficient advance notice to the Engineer when scheduling
work on Saturdays. Work on Sundays and national holidays will not be permitted without written
permission of the Engineer. If work requiring an Inspector to be present is performed on a



County: Waller 

Highway: US 290, etc.  Control: 6397-16-001 

General Notes Sheet E 

Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, and weather or other conditions permit the performance of work 
for 7 hr. between 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M., a working day will be charged. 

Item 500:  Mobilization 

This contract consists of Call-out Mobilization for cycled work. 

Item 502: Barricades, Signs and Traffic Handling 

Use a traffic control plan for handling traffic through the various phases of construction.  Follow 
the phasing sequence unless otherwise agreed upon by the Area Engineer and the Project 
Manager.  Ensure this plan conforms to the latest “Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices” and the latest Barricade and Construction (BC) Standard Sheets.   

Submit changes to the traffic control plan to the Area Engineer.  Provide a layout showing the 
construction phasing, signs, striping, and signalizations for changes to the original traffic control 
plan. 

Furnish and maintain the barricades and warning signs, including the necessary temporary and 
portable traffic control devices, during the various phases of construction.  Place and construct 
these barricades and warning signs in accordance with the latest “Texas Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices” for typical construction layouts. 

Cover work zone signs when work related to the signs is not in progress, or any hazard related to 
the signs no longer exists. 

Keep the delineation devices, signs, and pavement markings clean.  This work is subsidiary to 
the Item, “Barricades, Signs, and Traffic Handling.” 

Do not mount signs on drums or barricades, except those listed in the latest Barricades and 
Construction standard sheets. 

Use traffic cones for daytime work only; replace the cones with plastic drums during nighttime 
hours. 

The Contractor Force Account “Safety Contingency” that has been established for this project is 
intended to be utilized for work zone enhancements, to improve the effectiveness of the Traffic 
Control Plan, that could not be foreseen in the project planning and design stage.  These 
enhancements will be mutually agreed upon by the Engineer and the Contractor’s Responsible 
Person based on weekly or more frequent traffic management reviews on the project.  The 
Engineer may choose to use existing bid items if it does not slow the implementation of 
enhancement. 

Item 730:  Roadside Mowing 

Outfall ditches will be mowed and will be paid for under Full Width Mowing.   

Time charges will be suspended between mowing cycles.   
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The Contractor will be given written notification of when to begin mowing each cycle.  Within 
the written notification, the specified areas (tracts) to be mowed, number of acres required for the 
mowing cycle, the number of working days allowed to complete the mowing cycle, and the date 
when the time charges for that mowing cycle to begin will be given.  The Area Engineer may, at 
his/her discretion, reduce or alter the limits of each cycle.  Time charge information will be 
documented in the project dairy and other documents related to this contract.  This information 
will be provided to the Contractor upon request. 

Mowing on this contract will be completed in increments known as a cycle.  A cycle is 
defined as a group of mowing tracts or areas that must be completed one time within the 
time period specified herein. 

All equipment will be pressure washed prior to beginning work and before leaving the job site. 

Adjust mowers for a cutting height of approximately 7 inches.  Trim around all poles, signs, trees 
and other appurtenances located within the R.O.W.  Hand trimming is required; cut and/or trim 
grass to the height of seven (7) inches.  The limits of these roadways will be determined by the 
Area Engineer and will be given in the written notification to the Contractor. 

The required minimum mowing acres per normal working day will be 75 acres. This production 
rate was used to determine the completion time for each cycle and will be used to adjust the 
allowable completion time period should mowing areas be added to or removed from the cycle. 

If the Contractor fails to finish the mowing necessary to complete the subject cycle in the 
working days specified, a time charge will be made for each working day thereafter.  Working 
days established for the completion of a cycle is an essential element of the contract.  For each 
working day that any work will remain uncompleted after the expiration of time specified for a 
given cycle, the amount per day in the Special Provision “Schedule of Liquidated Damages” 
(000--658) will be deducted from the money due the Contractor, not as a penalty, but as 
liquidated damages. 

In the event it becomes necessary not to mow construction areas, the subject quantities of the 
contract will be decreased in accordance with the terms and conditions of this contract. 

The Engineer reserves the right to reduce or increase the number of acres to be completed each 
cycle.  An adjustment in the time required to complete mowing the cycle will be made based on 
the production rate defined herein (75 acres per day). 

Payment for those tracts of a cycle that has been completed (all mowing and trimming) will be 
made at the end of the pay period for that work completed within the pay period. 

Conduct mowing operations in a manner that will not damage State right-of-way.  The Engineer 
reserves the right to suspend mowing work when areas are too wet to mow without damage to 
State right-of-way occurring. 

Avoid mowing over large items of litter.  On roads where the mowing cycle coincides with the 
litter pickup cycle, cooperate with others to avoid mowing of litter as directed.  However, all 
attempts will be made by the Department to have litter removed from the road prior to the start of 
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its mowing cycle.  Delays may occur to allow the litter pickup to advance ahead of the mowers. 
Time will be suspended for mowing of a cycle during a work stoppage required for completion 
of litter removal operations by others. 

In addition to debris removal, mud that is tracked or dragged onto the roadway by mowers will 
be removed immediately. 

While mowing, keep equipment off any pavement surface at all times. 

Payment, at the discretion of the Engineer, may be withheld for a complete tract of land until all 
mowing is entirely completed for that tract to the satisfaction of the Engineer. This includes all 
hand trimming as required (partial payment of any tract or portion of land will be withheld if not 
to the satisfaction of the Engineer.) The Engineer will make the determination in the quantities 
for which payments will not be made. The Contractor will be notified of any and all deficiencies 
and will be given one (1) week notice to correct all deficiencies. 

Right of way that cannot be mowed with a rotary mower will be mowed with another approved 
piece of equipment to the satisfaction of the Engineer. All right of way that does not receive the 
entire mowing specified will be considered for partial payment as directed. 

Mow the pass closest to the travel way in the direction with the flow of traffic. If some 
circumstances make mowing with the flow of traffic impractical, discuss these circumstances 
with the Engineer. No change in direction will be allowed without prior approval of the 
Engineer. 

Fixed objects, such as signs and delineators that have been knocked over by the Contractor will 
be returned to their original place by the Contractor. If fixed objects (signs and delineators) need 
replacement due to damage done by the Contractor, State forces will fix the damaged objects 
with the cost being deducted from the contract. 

Weed eat around traffic signal cabinets. 

All weed eaters will stay in front of the mowers.  Weed eat a distance of five (5) feet away from 
and around all fixed objects. 
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